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The Colorado Wolf 
and Wildlife Center 

is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization certified 

by the Association of Zoos 
& Aquariums (AZA). 

Look for this logo whenever 
you visit a zoo or aquarium 

as your assurance that 
you are supporting a facility 

dedicated to providing 
excellent care for animals,

 a great experience for you, 
and a better future for all 

living things.

The contents of the 
material we include in 

our newsletter does not 
necessarily reflect the views 

of CWWC. We collect 
information from other 

organizations, the web, 
news feeds, and/or 

other sources. We choose 
articles that are in the related 

field of education and 
conservation.

TO SUBSCRIBE 
to our monthly newsletter, 
go to wolfeducation.org 

and sign up on the 
newsletter page.

CONTACT US
tours@wolfeducation.org

PO Box 713
Divide, CO 80814

719.687.9742

CERTIFIED BY THE

It is with a very sad heart that Akena crossed over last night at Dr. Volz 
office. Yesterday Kelly (our staff), noticed Akena looking like she was 
having a seizure and called on the radio. Suzanne went down to see 
her and noticed that she looked very bloated and called me. I was in 
Woodland Park at the time. With experience of past animals, my dreadful 
thoughts were a gastric torsion and I knew that this was a dire emergency. 
I called Dr. Volz’s office and prepared them for her. Meanwhile, Suzanne 
and Rick got a crate and with no fight left in her, she was put in the crate 
and taken up to the parking lot where I met Rick and we rushed her 
to the hospital.
She was operated on by Dr. Volz and his caring staff. This was the first time 
I had witnessed the entire surgery. The surgery was successful and I felt a 
feeling of relief and hope, however was cautioned that the first 24 hours 
were crucial.
Chelsea had prepared a heated blanket in Dr. Volz office and she was 
taken in there to recover. Unfortunately, her heart stopped. Dr. Volz and 
Julia tried to revive her. She was gone. Her poor little heart could not 
handle the stress. She would have been 18 years old in May 2020.
I cannot express in words the sadness I feel. I raised this baby from a pup 
in my home, saved her from parvo, and she lived with  me at two different 
facilities. My greatest memories of her was her strong will against Dakari, 
her skillfulness on hunting, her intelligence, independent nature, and how 
she could lay close to the ground almost invisible and stock my dogs for 
territory. She was a true champion of a coyote and who helped educate 
thousands about the value of this amazing species.
I will forever love and miss her. - Darlene

Thank you Dr. Volz, Chelsea, Arisa, Micha and Julia, Kelly, Suzanne and 
Rick for helping me with my sweet Akena.

Akena COYOTE · 2002-2020

Of all places to sleep daily

A couple 
of our 
beautiful 
local birds:

BLUEJAY

CHICKADEE



Feds Search for Killer of 
Endangered California Wolf

MATT BIGLER  ·  JANUARY 09, 2020

Federal authorities are offering a reward for 
information regarding the killing of an endangered 
gray wolf near the Oregon border. This is first 
illegal shooting they’ve investigated since gray 
wolves returned to the state.

In late 2018, wildlife biologists in Oregon put 
a GPS collar around a gray wolf, known as OR-
59.  They tracked the predator as it crossed into 
California. On December 9 that year, researchers 
received a “mortality signal” indicating the wolf 
had died in Modoc County.

“The death was determined to be a single 
gunshot wound, caused by a .22-caliber center-
fire jacketed bullet,” John Heil with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service said. “We’re still trying to 
find out more information about it, and that’s why 
we’re asking for some assistance from the public 
to provide any information.”

There are fewer than a dozen known wolves in 

the state, according to the Center for Biological 
Diversity. 

Heil says they are offering a $2,500 reward in 
the case, their first gray wolf poaching case here 
in decades. The Center for Biological Diversity 
added a $5,000 reward, bringing the pot to 
$7,500. 

“The reward is being offered because we’re 
looking for some more information about what 
happened to the wolf,” Heil said. 

Gray wolves are an endangered species. In 2011, 
a wolf ventured into California, becoming the 
first of its kind in the state in nearly 90 years, the 
Center for Biological Diversity said. 

While this return to  California has been celebrated 
by environmentalists, they have few fans among 
ranchers. The government nearly drove the 
animals to extinction in the early 1900s through 
an eradication program to protect livestock.

The holiday season is supposed to be about 
peace, joy, and compassion for all living beings, 
but before leaving the capital for the holidays, 
Senator Mike Lee (R-Utah) introduced legislation 
to remove federal Endangered Species Act 
protections for gray wolves across the continental 
United States.

Co-sponsored by Republican Senators Steve 
Daines of Montana, Mitt Romney of Utah, and Ron 
Johnson of Wisconsin, bill S. 3140 also prohibits 
its judicial review, thus preventing any legal 
challenge despite it being an important part of 
the checks and balances to limit the authority of 

the legislative branch.
Gray wolves are currently listed as endangered 

in most of the lower-48 states. While the return of 
gray wolves in the northern Rocky Mountains and 
the Great Lakes has been successful, the species 
still only occupies a small portion of its former 
range.

A national delisting for wolves would reverse the 
incredible progress that the Endangered Species 
Act has achieved for this species over the past few 
decades and once again put the gray wolf at risk.

If this legislation passes, gray wolves will die at 
the hands of trophy hunters.

Senate Bill Seeks to 
Remove Federal Protections for 

Gray Wolves Nationwide
DECEMBER 23, 2019

There have been reports that 
a pack of gray wolves have 
been sighted in Moffat County, 
Colorado - but conservationists 
warn that without proper 
protections, the animals could 
be in danger.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
released a statement recently, 
saying there is now strong 
evidence to suggest “a pack of 
gray wolves may now be residing 
in Colorado.”

According to JT Romatzke, 
CPW’s Northwest Regional 
Manager, “The sighting marks 
the first time in recent history 
CPW has received a report 
of multiple wolves traveling 
together.”

There is currently an ongoing 
investigation by CPW to confirm 
the presence of the wolves. “As wolves move 
into the state on their own, we will work with our 
federal partners to manage the species,” said 
Romatzke.

The news follows an eyewitness account of 
“six large canids” in the northwest corner of 
Colorado in October 2019, and remains of a 
“thoroughly scavenged” elk carcass discovered 
close to Irish Canyon near the state’s border with 
Wyoming and Utah last week.

CPW-associated wildlife managers say tracks 
near the carcass are consistent with imprints 
made by wolves, while the state of the elk is 
consistent with marks of wolf predation.

The reports are yet to be confirmed but 
Romatzke says it is “inevitable” that wolves 
would travel to Colorado from states with more 
established populations.

“We have no doubt that they are here, and 
the most recent sighting of what appears to be 
wolves traveling together in what can be best 
described as a pack is further evidence of the 
presence of wolves in Colorado,” said Romatzke.

Gray wolves used to be widespread across 
much of the country, Colorado included. But the 
species has been absent from the state since the 
1940s following systematic efforts to eradicate 

predators attacking livestock.
Following the news that 

wolves may be returning to 
Colorado of their own accord, 
conservationists warn that even 
if the reports are confirmed, 
there are not enough animals to 
establish a permanent presence 
in the state. What’s more, they 
say the pack may be vulnerable 
to attacks from outside the state.

“Other wolves reported in 
Colorado have not survived. They 
were accidentally or deliberately 
killed, or fates unknown,” 
Diana F. Tomback, a professor 
of conservation biology at the 
University of Colorado Denver, 
told Newsweek.

“Wolves are legally endangered 
species in Colorado, and 
protected by law. However, this 

pack ranges near the border of two states that 
do not have legal protections for wolves.”

These are not the first reports of out-of-state 
visitors setting foot in Colorado. There have 
been periodic incidents of individual wolves 
venturing into the Centennial State over the last 
two decades. But none were able to establish a 
presence in the area for long.

While gray wolves are considered an 
endangered species in Colorado and penalties 
can be imposed on anyone caught killing or 
harming an animal, conservationists say more 
needs to be done to secure their future.

“Nothing aside from passage of Initiative 
107 will ensure that Colorado will have a wolf 
population to keep the natural balance for our 
children and grandchildren,” Michael Robinson 
of the Center for Biological Diversity said in a 
statement, referencing a state-wide restoration 
plan due to appear on the state’s 2020 ballot.

If passed, CWP will be required to “initiate a 
science-based wolf restoration plan, to include 
public input into the process, and to ultimately 
begin reintroducing wolves to designated lands 
west of the Continental Divide in Colorado no 
later than 2023.”

The initiative takes inspiration from the 

reintroduction of wolves in the Yellowstone and 
Central Idaho in 1995, when eight Canadian 
pups became the first wolves in Yellowstone 
since the twenties.

Since 2009, wolf numbers have hovered 
somewhere between 83 and 108. Others 
have been spotted in nearby states, including 
Washington, Oregon and Northern California.

Robinson told Newsweek he is “optimistic” that 
voters will see through “special-interest scare 
tactics” attempting to demonize the animal, 
pointing to polls that overwhelmingly support 
the initiative. One found two-thirds supported 
the motion.

“If Initiative 107 passes, it will represent a 
citizen-driven conservation victory that might 
lead to similar endeavors elsewhere,” he said.

Robinson added “it is hard to think of where 
else there would be a similar opportunity-a 
state with millions of acres of public lands and 
abundant prey for an extirpated animal that 
inspires volunteers among a conservationist 
electorate to forego their weekends to collect 
signatures. Possibly, Initiative 107 is one-of-a-
kind.

Michael J. Robinson, 
Senior Conservation Advocate
Center for Biological Diversity

N E WSW E E K .CO M

A Pack of Wolves has been Spotted in Colorado  
for the First Time in Over 70 Years, Park Officials Say

BY ROSIE MCCALL

Nothing aside 
from passage 
of Initiative 107 
will ensure that 
Colorado will 
have a wolf 
population to 
keep the natural 
balance for our 
children and 
grandchildren

“

“



WILDLIFE RESCUE SOUTH COAST
Wildlife are suffering badly during the NSW fires and we greatly 
appreciate your donations. What we need most is funds to acquire 
the right veterinary help, medicine, rehabilitation & housing 
supplies and food. Visit www.wildlife-rescue.org.au

HELP 
AUSTRALIA’S 

WILDLIFE

CWWC - As a wildlife sanctuary, our 
hearts are to be a voice for animals 
not only here in the states, but around 
the world. When we learned of the 
devastating fires in Australia, we 
knew we had to help. We have so 
far donated to two organizations in 
Australia that are distributing funds 
to animal hospitals who are directly 
helping the animals who are victims of 
these fires.
Colorado Wolf and Wildlife has set up a donation fund where we will match dollar for dollar 
up to $5,000 and we will equally split the money and send to the Australia zoo and to 
another deserving wildlife rescue organization yet to be decided.
CWWC is a licensed 501(c)3 tax exempt organization. We are also a member of AZA 
(Association of Zoos and Aquariums) SSP( Species Survival Plan) WTA (Wildlife Traffic 
Association) facility.

WORLD NEWS

BEIJING - Scientists say a giant fish species that managed to survive at least 150 million years 
has been completely wiped out by human activity. Research published in the Science of The 
Total Environment (www.sciencedirect.com) recently said that the giant Chinese paddlefish, 
also known as the Chinese swordfish, is officially extinct.
The monster fish, one of the largest freshwater species in the world with lengths up to 23 
feet, was once common in China’s Yangtze River. Due to its speed it was commonly referred 
to in China as the “water tiger.”
Study leader Qiwei Wei of the Chinese Academy of Fishery Sciences called it “a 
reprehensible and an irreparable loss.”

Catastrophic fires, the worst drought in history and record high 
temperatures are taking a tragic toll on native wildlife.

OVER 1 BILLION ANIMALS HAVE BEEN KILLED SO FAR

WIRES - Wildlife Information, Rescue and Education Service Inc.
WIRES mission is to actively rehabilitate and preserve Australian 
wildlife and inspire others to do the same.

Please donate at www.wires.org.au or on our facebook page
www.facebook.com/donate/1386120504919105/

EVERY DOLLAR HELPS MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

A model of a giant Chinese paddlefish is seen on display in Chongqing, China. CCTV/Reuters

BE INFORMED   #BUYINFORMED

RHINOS
An average of three rhinos are killed per 
day in South Africa.
Rhinoceroses are rapidly disappearing from the wild 
due to high demand for their horn, used primarily 
in traditional medicines. One fifth of the remaining 
population of African rhinos have been killed since 
2008; and only 3,000 Asian rhinos remain in the wild.

PANGOLINS
Pangolins are believed to be the world’s 
most trafficked mammal on earth.
More than one million pangolins have been poached 
from the wild in the last decade alone, killed in large 
numbers to meet a growing demand for their meat, 
skins, and scales. All eight species are at risk of 
extinction.

The Wildlife Trafficking Alliance (WTA) is a coalition 
of more than 70 leading companies, non-profit 

organizations, and AZA-accredited zoos and 
aquariums working together to reduce the purchase 

and sale of illegal wildlife and wildlife products.

BEIJING, Jan 19 — China is stepping up restrictions on the 
production, sale and use of single-use plastic products, the state 
planner said recently, as it seeks to tackle one of the country’s 
biggest environmental problems.
The National Development and Reform Commission and the 
Ministry of Ecology and Environment, which issued the new 
policy, said plastic bags will be banned in all of China’s major 
cities by the end of 2020 and banned in all cities and towns in 
2022. Markets selling fresh produce will be exempt from the ban 
until 2025.
Other items such as plastic utensils from takeaway food outlets 
and plastic courier packages will also be phased out.
By end of 2020, the restaurant industry will be banned from 
using single-use straws. By 2025, towns and cities across China 
must reduce the consumption of single-use plastic items in the 
restaurant industry by 30 percent.
Some regions and sectors will also face restrictions on the 
production and sale of plastic products, although it is not yet 
clear which geographical areas.
China also banned the import of all plastic waste, and the use of 
medical plastic waste in the production of plastic.
The production and sale of plastic bags less than 0.025mm thick 
will be banned, as will plastic film less than 0.01mm thick for 
agricultural use.
China is already boosting recycling rates and is building dozens 
of “comprehensive resource utilization” bases to ensure that 
more products are reused as part of its war on waste.

CHINA TO BAN PLASTIC BAGS 
IN MAJOR CITIES BY END OF 2020

JANUARY 20, 2020 · BY REUTERS

Vast amounts 
of untreated 
plastic waste 
are buried 
in landfills or  
dumped in 
rivers. The 
United Nations 
has identified 
single-use 
plastics as one 
of the world’s 
biggest 
environmental 
challenges.



TCRAS
Teller County Regional Animal Shelter

tcrascolorado.org · 719.686.7707

SLVAWS
San Luis Valley Animal Welfare Society

slvaws.org · 719.587.woof (9663)Adoptioncorner
SLVAWS 

ADOPTION FAIR 
Every Saturday 10am-4pm 

at the Petco in Colorado Springs 
5020 N. Nevada 

Princess, a boxer mix,  is 3 years old and 
loves to play with other dogs. Housetrained, 
spayed, current on all vaccinations. 
About 55 lbs.

Angel is a love. Currently housed with a 2 
year old lab mix male with whom she came in 
with. They get along fine and share quarters; 
however, she would also be best as an only 
dog if not adopted with him. Spayed, current 
on all vacc’s, house trained. 9 years old.

ANGEL >

< PRINCESS

< GIDGET 
AGE: 3 y 0 m 22 d
SEX: Female/Spayed
Tan Chihuahua, Short Coat/Mix
This precious girl is energetic and 
a lot of fun to be with. She is use to 
small breed dogs and cats.  
If you are looking for a friend  
who can go places with you,  
HERE she is.

TOMMY 
KNOCKER > 

AGE: 7 y 6 m 11 d
SEX: Male/Neutered

Grey/White Domestic Shorthair/Mix
Handsome and loves attention Would 

be a great member of the family who 
can help with pest control.



Bring your Sweetheart
and celebrate the history!

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14th · 4- 6PM

Join us on a 
mini tour of our 
resident animals 

and take a special 
tour on Chinook’s 

nature trail, 
where you will hear 

the story of  
“THE LOVERS”. 

Guests will receive a flower, snacks, & seasonal drinks.
12 & older $35  ·  8-11 years $15

Reservations Required 719-687-9742
Colorado Wolf & Wildlife Center

wolfeducation.org


