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CERTIFIED BY THE

FORT COLLINS — A blind wolf  dog rescued in West Virginia is in 
recovery after undergoing emergency surgery while on her way to her 
new home in Colorado.
The Coloradoan reports the wolf  dog named Skye was flown to Fort 
Collins recently for her new home at the rescue facility W.O.L.F 
Sanctuary.
Staff at Colorado State University Veterinary Teaching Hospital 
evaluated Skye, finding a life-threatening hernia in her diaphragm.
Sanctuary staff says Skye underwent the 90-minute surgery.
The Mercer County Animal Shelter took in Skye after she was found 
wandering West Virginia in June.
Officials say Skye had been chained to a tree and rarely fed for years 
before she was rescued.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS |PUBLISHED: August 15, 2019
denverpost.com

Rescued wolf  dog in recovery after emergency surgery
Skye was flown to Fort Collins for her new home at the rescue facility W.O.L.F Sanctuary

Jessica Benes, Loveland Reporter-Herald

A judge temporarily blocked the killing of  the 
sole surviving member of  the Old Profanity 
Territory wolf  pack.
The ruling by King County Superior Court 
Judge John McHale comes after the Washington 
Department of  Fish and Wildlife has already 
killed four of  the five wolves in the pack, 
following repeated cattle attacks and killings.
The lawsuit was filed in King County Superior 
Court by two Seattle residents and supported 
by the Center for a Humane Economy, a 
newly formed animal welfare group based in 
Washington, D.C., whose president is Wayne 
Pacelle, the former CEO of  the Humane 
Society of  the U.S.
When the suit was first filed on Aug. 1, it sought 
a temporary restraining order on the lethal 
removal order. The judge denied that order.
Recently, the judge ruled that the question – 
whether the producer deployed adequate non-
lethal deterrents – could proceed to trial and 
temporarily blocked any ongoing lethal action.
Pacelle framed the ruling as a victory writing in 
an email that the producers and “the state didn’t 
do their due diligence on non-lethal methods 
and ruled in our favor.”
“Having to carry out lethal removals of  
wolves is a difficult situation and something 
the department takes very seriously,” said Fish 
and Wildlife spokeswoman Staci Lehman in 
an email. “WDFW makes every effort to make 
a responsible decision after considering the 
available evidence. We appreciate the time the 

court put into reviewing this material and will 
work with the court throughout the process 
ahead.”
The lawsuit alleges that the Fish and Wildlife 
department broke the law as well as the state 
Wolf  Advisory Group’s policies by reauthorizing 
a lethal removal order on the Old Profanity 
Territory pack in late July. The lethal removal 
order followed repeated wolf  attacks on cattle 
owned by a single producer grazing on Colville 
National Forest land.

The pack inhabits the geographic area formerly 
occupied by the Profanity Peak Pack until the 
state killed seven pack members in 2016.
The most recent lawsuit against Fish and 
Wildlife is similar to one the Center for 
Biological Diversity and other groups filed last 
year. That suit challenged the killing of  Old 
Profanity Territory pack members in 2018.
Meanwhile, the 18-member Wolf  Advisory 
Group, which represents the concerns of  
environmentalists, hunters and livestock 
ranchers, is in the process of  revising its 
protocols following the approval of  a new law 
Gov. Jay Inslee signed this year.
The bill calls for the Fish and Wildlife 
department to consider the wolf  population 
and recovery status of  different regions when 
deciding how to deal with conflict. The bill also 
directs the state to spend nearly $1 million over 
the next two years on nonlethal deterrents in 
northeastern Washington.
“We are in a bit of  a holding pattern. No 
hearing has been scheduled for the case yet, and 
we have concerns that the issuance of  the new 
protocol may affect the case since it is based on 
the 2017 protocol,” said Sophia Ressler, a staff 
attorney for the Center for Biological Diversity.
Washington’s wolf  population has grown an 
average of  28% a year since 2008. The state 
documented a minimum of  126 individual 
wolves, 27 packs and 15 successful breeding 
pairs during the most recent annual population 
survey.

Judge blocks killing of  wolf  pack’s last surviving 
member in NE Washington

By Eli Francovich · www.spokesman.com

Our 1st year to have Bumblebees at our Center

We need our 
ancestors back
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Farm Dogs May Be Key To Protecting Arizona Ranches 
Against Mexican Gray Wolf

By Casey Kuhn

Farming often involves traveling long distances in remote areas to 
check on crops or cattle. And no matter what crop is being harvested, 
you’ll often find many farms share one thing in common – a farm 
dog. Working dogs may be a tool in the ongoing battle between cattle 
ranchers and the reintroduction of  the Mexican gray wolf.
Before we get into the fiercely debated Mexican gray wolf  topic, let’s talk 
about dogs.
I have visited countless farms for agriculture or rural-related stories. I 
always looked forward to it, no matter how long the trip or how early the 
call time.
Farms are outdoors and it seems that there’s always something 
interesting going on in rural Arizona.
In fact, the first feature story I did when I moved to the state in 2015 
involved dogs.
I also tend to write those dogs into the story — especially if  they are 
particularly talkative.
Most of  the time, the farm dogs I meet are working. Like on a fish 
farm east of  Dateland — the big white dogs that may have been Great 
Pyrenees helped to protect the goats that also lived on the farm.
At a half-day forum put on by the Arizona Department of  Agriculture, I 
learned Big White Dogs are actually an umbrella of  farm dog category 
– like Akbash or Anatolian shepherd dogs.
The forum was meant to educate ranchers in northeastern Arizona and 
New Mexico on how to use dogs to protect their herds.
Wyoming sheep rancher and keynote speaker Cat Urbigkit said 
American ranchers are behind their global counterparts in effectively 
using dogs.
“We’ve only used livestock guardian dogs in a systematic way in America 
for about the last 40 years, even though they’ve been used for thousands 
of  years in other areas of  the world,” Urbigkit said. 
That would be in countries like Spain and Turkey, where some of  her 
dogs come from.
Decades ago, government officials began working with sheep herders to 
use dogs as flock protectors.
She said cattle ranchers haven’t had the same benefit.
“But now the sheep industry in America has had four decades of  
experience in using livestock guardian dogs so we have somewhat of  
a culture of  using that now. But cattle producers, it’s just never been 
targeted for them,” she said. 
Since the re-introduction of  the Mexican gray wolf  in Arizona and New 
Mexico, cattle ranchers have had to deal with their herds being targeted 
by the intelligent predators.
Urbigkit said there is no such thing as a peaceful coexistence between a 
rancher and a native wolf.
“Sometimes I cringe when I hear the coexistence thing because I heard 
someone say a peaceful coexistence, and I can tell you as a livestock 
producer who runs both sheep and cattle in wolf  coexistence, it is not a 
peaceful coexistence,” Urbigkit said. 
Her dogs work as herd protectors — they will fight a wolf, sometimes to 
the death.
And though they are well-loved, they are not pets.
“My guardian dogs, it’s like having the best hired hand ever,” she said. 
The forum was contentious at times. At one point a man stood up to 
question a U.S. Fish and Wildlife official who was presenting on how 
many investigations they had done into wildlife killed by the Mexican 
gray wolf.
Arizona Department of  Agriculture Director Mark Killian said he 
hoped the forum would give ranchers a tool to use in their work.

“It’s having a negative impact on the ranchers, they’re losing a lot of  
livestock, so the purpose of  this meeting was to give them some hope,” 
Killian said. 
The federal government has indemnity payments for livestock 
producers who lose animals to wolves. Killian said his role in the state ag 
department is to help educate ranchers on what resources they have. 
“We don’t have any money to do a wolf  program. So everything we 
do on this, we just kind of  cobble together. We borrow employees from 
different parts of  the divisions to put a team together and we work, and 
we do a lot of  work on our own,” he said. 
Dog forum attendee Teresa Trujillo said she started keeping Anatolian 
shepherds in her home in the White Mountains when she thought of  
keeping some small farm animals.
“I called our ag extension agent in Apache County and his response was 
‘Oh no, you don’t want to do that there, there’s too many predators.’ 
And I said ‘Well, what if  I bring an Anatolian shepherd up with me?’ 
And he said, ‘Oh, then we don’t have to have this conversation,’” 
Trujillo said. 
Her dogs have grown in number, and she lives near a cattle ranch. She 
said while she doesn’t have livestock herself, the nearby rancher says the 
dogs have helped his business.
“The cattleman who runs his cattle on that open range says that since 
we’ve brought in the dogs, he hasn’t lost any calves. And he used to lose 
one to three a year in that area,” she said. 
Trujillo thinks it’s about time American cattlemen start using farm dogs 
as tools against wolves. Because the Mexican gray wolf  isn’t going away 
anytime soon.

Since the re-introduction of the Mexican gray wolf in Arizona and New 
Mexico, cattle ranchers have had to deal with their herds being targeted by 
the intelligent predators.

Casey Kuhn/KJZZ



The Amazon has made headlines this month as fires rip across the 
region. While this is the dry season for the area, during which fires 
are common, fires have nonetheless reached unprecedented highs 
this season — up 80 percent compared to last year. As the Amazon 
burns, the world has lit up with despair and outrage, with hashtags 
such as #PrayForTheAmazon going viral.
As the fires and emotional uproar continue, one naturally wonders 
“who is to blame?” Of course, the obvious cause is “human 
ignition,” as these fires are mostly due to farmers and ranchers 
using flames to clear forests and shrublands (a common practice 
in tropical regions). However, the underlying reason for farming-
related fires is also important to pursue.
Some news reports point to climate change, as hotter and drier 
temperatures have contributed to the increased flammability of 
landscapes not only in Brazil, but all over the world. Others point 
to Brazil’s new far-right President Jair Bolsonaro, who champions 
the exploitation of the Amazon for economic gain and who’s 
government has scaled back efforts to fight illegal logging, 
ranching and mining — thus emboldening more farmers, ranchers, 
and land-grabbers to clear forestlands.
While these are important contributing factors, the evident 
international concern for the Amazon that has surfaced this month 
is not without irony. As we look to blame ranchers, politicians, 
and climate for these fires, we overlook a glaring paradox. That is, 
underlying the long-term destruction of the Amazon rain forest for 
decades has been global demand for meat products.
According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Brazil remains 
the world’s number one beef exporter, accounting for nearly 20 
percent of global exports, and still growing. As of 2018, Brazilian 
beef exports reached a record 1.6 million tonnes. Some reports 
suggest as much as 80 percent of Amazon forest destruction is 
related to cattle ranching.
Thus, as ranchers capitalize on drier-than-average weather this 
month to burn and clear forests, we must recognize the connection 
between fires in the Amazon and consumer demand. According 
to CNN, Finland has taken notice of this as the nation’s finance 
minister on Friday called for the European Union to “urgently 
review the possibility of banning Brazilian beef imports” in light of 
the Amazon fires.
Although the majority of Brazilian beef exports go to China and 
Hong Kong, the Unites States, European Union, and other nations 
nonetheless have roles to play, as we all fit into the picture of global 
demand.
The destruction of the Amazon means more than just the loss of 
beautiful forests. It’s also a blow to biodiversity. At a time when 

extinction rates are already 1,000 times 
higher than natural background rates, 
we should be doing everything we can 
to preserve the biodiversity that remains 
on our planet, rather than expediting its 
disappearance.
What’s more, the Amazon rainforest plays a crucial 
role in oxygen production, carbon sequestration, 
and the saga surrounding climate change. Often called the 
lungs of the earth, the Amazon absorbs much of the carbon dioxide 
we emit to the atmosphere through human activity. When the forest 
burns, we not only remove this important carbon sink, but we also 
directly release carbon back to the atmosphere as fires convert 
solid biomass to carbon dioxide, a potent greenhouse gas.
Besides the impact that burning the Amazon has on greenhouse 
gas emissions, the livestock industry itself is notorious for its 
massive contribution to climate change and the buildup of 
greenhouse gases. Beef production is particularly problematic 
since cows produce a potent greenhouse gas called methane, 
which is even 30 times more heat-trapping than carbon dioxide.
Additionally, cattle require extensive food supplies, which 
increases the destruction of native habitats for farming while in the 
process placing increased demand on fossils fuels used to produce 
fertilizers, pesticides, and energy. All told, beef accounts for about 
40 percent of livestock-related greenhouse gas emissions, and 
livestock accounts for 15 percent of total global emissions.
Once cleared, forests are not easily restored to their original 
condition, even with dedicated restoration efforts. This in part 
because soils deteriorate with the loss of plant cover, as the sun’s 
rays bake the ground and as rains wash away important topsoil.
Coming full circle, it is imperative to realize that we all have a 
role to play in the preservation of the Amazon. If images of this 
month’s forest fires have stirred public emotion, then it’s incumbent 
upon us to reflect on our personal behavior and understand how 
consumer choice at the grocery store fits into the story of either the 
preservation or ultimate destruction of the Amazon rainforest. It is 
often said that we cast a vote each time we use our dollar to make a 
purchase. This couldn’t ring truer than in the present context.  
As the disappearing Amazon causes us to reflect on our personal 
consumer choices, we need not fall into the black and white 
tradition of thinking that one must be vegan or vegetarian to make 
a difference. Ecological impacts are not so dichotomous. A heavy 
meat eater who decides to reduce his or her meat consumption 
will make a difference, just as a light meat eater who decides 
to eliminate meat completely will do the same. These are all 
worthwhile pursuits as we realize our place in the important story of 
protecting the Amazon.

Shahir Masri, Sc.D., is the author of “Beyond Debate: Answers 
to 50 Misconceptions on Climate Change.” He is an air pollution 
scientist at the University of California at Irvine, and also teaches 
at the Schmid College of Science and Technology at Chapman 
University. Follow him on Twitter at @ShahirMasri.

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS
Make Everyday Earth Day!

Our diets are fueling 
flames in the Amazon
BY SHAHIR MASRI, OPINION CONTRIBUTOR - THEHILL.COM 

At 16 years old, 
Nevada is as 

photo ready as 
ever.  Generally, 

a Red Fox can live 
between three 

to six years in the 
wild.  Captivity 
doubles their 

lifespan, and it is 
estimated that the 

oldest red fox in 
captivity lived to 
be 23 years old.

Temperatures are 
starting to cool 

down here at CWWC 
and these guys are 

feeling good.



SLVAWS
San Luis Valley Animal Welfare Society

slvaws.org · 719.587.woof (9663)

Adoptioncorner
SLVAWS 

ADOPTION FAIR 
Every Saturday 10am-4pm 

at the Petco in Colorado Springs 
5020 N. Nevada 

6-month-old Freya is, would you believe, a Rhodesian 
Ridgeback mix.  She has a prominent ridge of fur on her back 

that will not settle down.  Her mom is mostly Akbash.  
She does well with larger dogs and will be an extra large size 

adult.  She is spayed and current on all vaccinations.

Freya

Suzanne, Kirk and Darlene hit the Manitou Marathon on Sunday and collected more signatures 
for the ballot initiative to RESTORE THE GRAY WOLF to Colorado. Anyone who is a registered 
voter, 18 years and older and is a Colorado resident can help us reach our goal. 
PLEASE call: 901-482-3190 in Colorado Springs or 505-314-6204 in Denver.

Help Us Restore Our Wolves
We only need $12,968.02 to meet our goal!

JOIN THE CHALLENGE AT
https://www.wolfactionfund.com/

https://www.wolfactionfund.com/


O
Join us 

as we pass out 
meat filled pumpkins 

to all the wolves
 plus enjoy a bon fire  

and refreshments
$35 (12+) · $15 (6-11)

Reservations Required  

719.687.9742
Colorado Wolf

and Wildlife Center
wolfeducation.org

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 27 · 4-6pm

HOWL    WEEN
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