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The Colorado Wolf 
and Wildlife Center 

is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization certified 

by the Association of Zoos 
& Aquariums (AZA). 

Look for this logo whenever 
you visit a zoo or aquarium 

as your assurance that 
you are supporting a facility 

dedicated to providing 
excellent care for animals,

 a great experience for you, 
and a better future for all 

living things.

The contents of the 
material we include in 

our newsletter does not 
necessarily reflect the views 

of CWWC. We collect 
information from other 

organizations, the web, 
news feeds, and/or 

other sources. We choose 
articles that are in the related 

field of education and 
conservation.

TO SUBSCRIBE 
to our monthly newsletter, 
go to wolfeducation.org 

and sign up on the 
newsletter page.

CONTACT US
tours@wolfeducation.org

PO Box 713
Divide, CO 80814

719.687.9742

CERTIFIED BY THE

Beautiful creatures help us balance against the bad things going on in our world! Smile and enjoy.

The Environmental Protection Agency on 
Monday plans to relax rules that govern how 
power plants store waste from burning coal 
and release water containing toxic metals 
into nearby waterways, according to agency 
officials.  The proposals, which scale back 
two rules adopted in 2015, affect the disposal 
of  fine powder and sludge known as “coal 
ash,” as well as contaminated water that 
power plants produce while burning coal. 
Both forms of  waste can contain mercury, 
arsenic and other heavy metals that pose 
risks to human health and the environment.  
The new rules would allow extensions that 
could keep unlined coal ash waste ponds 
open for as long as 8 additional years. The 
biggest benefits from the rule governing 
contaminated wastewater would come 
from the voluntary use of  new filtration 
technology.  Trump administration officials 
revised the standards in response to recent 

court rulings, as well as to petitions from 
companies that said they could not afford 
to meet stringent requirements enacted 
under the Obama administration. They also 
reflect Pres. Donald Trump’s broader goal 
of  bolstering America’s coal industry at a 
time when natural gas and renewable energy 
provide more-affordable sources of  electricity 
for consumers.  Under the Obama-era 
rule, coal ash ponds leaking contaminants 
into ground-water that exceeded federal 
protection standards had to close by April 
2019. The Trump administration extended 
that deadline until October 2020 in a rule 
it finalized last year.  In August 2018, the 
U.S. Court of  Appeals for the D.C. circuit 
instructed the EPA to require that companies 
overhaul ponds, including those lined with 
clay and compacted soil, even if  there was 
no evidence that sludge was leaking into 
groundwater.

EPA TO SCALE BACK FEDERAL RULES 
RESTRICTING WASTE - Coal-Fired Power Plants

by Juliet Eilperin and Brady Dennis

CWWCs newest additions. Bear (top), Pika (right), Possum (left).



California is pushing back on the federal 
government’s proposal to delist wolves from 
the Endangered Species Act in the lower 48 
states. This step would remove wolves’ federal 
protections, transferring decisions about wolf  
management to individual states and tribes.

The proposal, announced in March, frames 
the wolves’ current status as “one of  the 
greatest comebacks in conservation history.” 
But environmentalists and now the California 
Fish and Game Commission have argued 
that, to make a full recovery, wolves still need 
Endangered Species Act protections.

On July 15, the Commission sent a letter to 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services, strongly 
opposing the proposed delisting. The letter, 
signed by president Eric Sklar, states the ruling 
would end recovery efforts prematurely.

“The limited gray wolf  return to some 
of  the states that will be impacted by the 
proposed rule, including California, has been 
for only a brief  period in the thousands of  
years history of  gray wolf  as a species,” states 
Sklar, “and most of  the suitable habitat in 
these states has not yet been repopulated.”

Just recently, California also announced 
its intent to file a lawsuit against the Trump 
administration’s overhaul of  the Endangered 
Species Act. If  the changes are implemented, 
federal agencies would be able to publicly 
share the economic impact of  protecting 
endangered species. Threatened species, 
considered by biologists on their way to 
being critically endangered, would not 
receive the same protections as endangered 
species, as they do currently. The review 
process for actions taken by agencies affecting 
listed species would simplify. It is unclear 
how wolves would be affected by these 
modifications.

Where Wolves Should Roam

Though California wolves would retain 
their listing in the state’s Endangered Species 
Act no matter the ruling, the Commission’s 
stance against delisting is not purely symbolic. 
The ruling would likely affect the state’s 
wolf  population by restricting the numbers 
of  wolves that enter from other states. After 
the last wolf  in California was shot in 1924, 

wolves only started reappearing in the state in 
2011, when one wandered over the Oregon 
border. Biologists say that California’s future 
wolf  population will depend on expanding 
from other states.

“It’s good to see West Coast states that 
have an interest in wolf  recovery speaking out 
about ... the proposal that would undermine 
wolf  recovery in their states,” said Brett 
Hartl, the government affairs director at the 
Center for Biological Diversity. “California is 
a good example of  why their proposal doesn’t 
make sense, because wolves are definitely not 
recovered in California.”

Determining the success of  wolf  recovery 
hinges on a discussion of  where the predator 
should roam. Some controversy does exist 
over wolves’ historical range. In the proposal, 
the USFWS chooses to define ‘historic range’ 
as most of  the continental United States 
except western California, southwestern 
Arizona, and the southeast United States.

Although 6,000 wolves now live in the 
continental United States, only one pack 
frequents California. Most people agree that 
populations have recovered in the northern 
Rocky Mountains and western Great Lakes, 
but the Commission points out that this range 
is only a tiny fraction of  both the wolves’ 
historic range and the habitat scientists 
consider suitable. It calls the proposal’s 
definition of  range “nonsensical.”

“Discounting California and other vital, 
historic habitats ignores science and the law,” 
the letter states.

Relying on Outdated Science

In the letter, Sklar says that much of  the rule 
bases its analysis of  the extent of  recovery on 
“decades-old science.” The Commission argues 
that the criteria the USFWS uses to measure 
recovery are based on outdated science.

Peer reviewers of  the proposal echoed 
this sentiment, adding that the cited studies 
were chosen haphazardly. In many cases, the 
reviewer wrote, “results in the best journals 
(ranked independently on a worldwide scale 
of  impact factors) were ignored or overlooked, 
in favor of  non-peer-reviewed interpretations 
or results from lower ranked journals.” The 

same reviewer notes that “in a few cases, the 
stronger evidence was paid for by the USFWS 
or was co-authored by USFWS staff.”

What’s Next For Wolves?

There is, perhaps, no more polarizing 
endangered species than the gray wolf. Even 
as environmentalists celebrate the return of  
wolves, some ranchers view the predators 
as a threat to their livestock and livelihoods. 
The federal proposal chooses largely to 
ignore the threat anti-wolf  communities may 
pose to wolf  populations, stating that the 
motivations behind such attitudes are poorly 
understood. But the California Fish and 
Game Commission says that the ability of  
public opinion to impact wolf  populations has 
been studied and should be considered more 
substantially in the delisting proposal.

“Since targeted extirpation of  the species 
was one of  the main factors that led to gray 
wolf ’s near extinction in the U.S.,” the letter 
argues, “it behooves USFWS to conduct a 
thorough analysis to demonstrate that such 
attitudes will not become a detriment to the 
future of  the species.”

Hartl says he’s seen this happen before, 
when wolves were delisted in the Great 
Lakes in 2011 and public tolerance for them 
declined. When wolves are prematurely 
delisted, Hartl warns, “it creates the 
perception, especially in rural areas, that it’s 
okay to shoot a wolf.”

USFWS will now review the public 
comments on its proposal. Some 750,000 
comments are currently listed on the USFWS 
website. Some environmental groups believe 
the number may balloon to nearly 2 million 
once the mail-in comments are counted. 
Hartl expects the USFWS will take at least a 
year to review all substantive comments, and 
anticipates a final decision in fall 2020.

The Obama administration also proposed 
delisting the gray wolf  in 2013, and faced 
a similarly extensive comment period. The 
ruling was largely abandoned, though people 
disagree why; USFWS cites logistics, and 
environmentalists say the proposal languished 
in the face of  inescapable facts and public 
outrage.

Wildlife near Roxborough Park -- Southwest Littleton, CO

California Defends Wolves, 
Argues Against Feds Removing Protections

Allessandra DiCorato

Photo by: Lorianne Daub

Even wolves 
chase their tails!



BUDDY 
has been with 
us for 1 year.  His 
owner died. He is 
good with older 
children, very 
affectionate and 
of course, loves to 
ride in a vehicle.  
Open the door 
and he can’t wait 
to get in.  6 years 
old.  Best as an 
only dog.  Weighs 
about 70 lbs.  
Please give him a 
few good years in 
a home.

TCRAS
Teller County Regional Animal Shelter

tcrascolorado.org · 719.686.7707

SLVAWS
San Luis Valley Animal Welfare Society

slvaws.org · 719.587.woof (9663)Adoptioncorner
SLVAWS 

ADOPTION FAIR 
Every Saturday 10am-4pm 

at the Petco in Colorado Springs 
5020 N. Nevada 

AGE: 5 y 4 m 7 d
SEX: Male/Neutered
White/Black Dalmatian/Mix

Patches is a very friendly boy. 
He is a little shy at first but quickly 
warms up to new people. He is 
house-trained and crate trained. 
Come on in and meet Patches! 

Adoption fee is $120 
(includes: neuter, vaccine & 
microchip).

AGE: 2 y 1 m 4 d
SEX: Female/Spayed
Grey Domestic Shorthair/Mix

This precious, beautiful cat has 
her eyes on YOU. She is very 
clean and tidy. She appreciates 
when you spend time to sit 
down and have time to talk to 
her. Great companion. 

Adoption fee is $75 
(includes: spay, vaccines &  
microchip).

Magdalen

Patches



Winter Wonderland
WITH THE WOLVES

Join us 
for a special 

holiday 
celebration

Sunday, 
Dec. 22nd

9-11am

FESTIVITIES 
INCLUDE: 
breakfast 

burritos with 
the wolves

Adults
12 and older 

$35 

Kids 6-11
$15

Colorado Wolf & Wildlife Center
DIVIDE, CO 80814

Space is Limited · RSVP 719.687.9742 · wolfeducation.org


