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The Colorado Wolf 
and Wildlife Center

is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization certified by 
the Association of Zoos & 

Aquariums (AZA). Look for 
this logo whenever you 

visit a zoo or aquarium as 
your assurance that you 
are supporting a facility 
dedicated to providing 

excellent care for animals, 
a great experience for you, 

and a better future for all 
living things.

The contents of the material 
we include in our newsletter 
does not necessarily reflect 

the views of CWWC. We 
collect information from 
other organizations, the 
web, news feeds, and/or 

other sources. We choose 
articles that are in the 

related field of education 
and conservation.

CERTIFIED BY

TO SUBSCRIBE to our 
monthly newsletter, go to 

wolfeducation.org and sign 
up on the newsletter page.

CONTACT US
tours@wolfeducation.org 
PO Box 713 Divide, CO 

80814 719.687.9742

While we are all coping with our new way 
of life, you can still stay up to date with the 
animals here at CWWC.  We are working to 
keep you involved in the work we are doing 
here, knowing how our animals are doing, and 
staying educated about wildlife news. 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel: 
ColoradoWolf&WildlifeCenter

We post bi-weekly videos of the training and 
enrichment we are providing for our animals. 
Our bi-weekly educational vlog about wolves–
Wolf Wisdom with Erika–talks about the wolf 
reintroduction of wolves in Colorado, and 
other hot topics.

Follow us on Facebook: 
Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center

Thursdays between 3-4pm we have a Ask a 
Keeper livestream where you can ask us all 
those questions you’ve been dying to know.  
Every Friday at 8pm we post a video of one of 

our keepers howling with the wolves for the 
Go Outside and Howl at 8 movement.  We also 
share current wildlife events and stories that 
are happening around the world to keep you 
informed.

Follow us on Instagram: 
cowolfcenter

We post pictures of our beautiful animals, share 
stories of what we are doing around the center, 
and keep you up to date on everything wolf and 
wildlife related.  Keep your eye on our story for 
fun videos of the day to day lives of our wolves 
and keepers.
We will also be doing monthly and possibly 
weekly giveaways and sales.  These will only be 
announced on our social media so make sure 
you follow us on every platform and turn on 
your notifications.

We hope to give you something to look 
forward to every day!

| SOCIAL  MEDIA  HAPPENINGS |

Sincerely and best wishes for a happy holiday to all 
at the Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center

 Carrie, Geoff & Hunter Kufta

Dear Darlene, volunteers and of 
course the amazing wildlife,

I just wanted to write and thank you for the very 
special day we had this past Sunday, as my husband, 

nephew and myself joined the Winter Wonderland 
event. It was our first visit to your center, and it will 
not be our last. We are animal advocates and cherish 
any opportunity to engage and learn about nature. 
Your event did not disappoint. It 's very clear your 

volunteers are incredibly passionate about wolf and 
wildlife education, conservation and empowering 

visitors with tools to make a difference to our 
community. Thank you for sharing your world with us!
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This big Pyrenees girl Daisy lived 
for a time with her brothers and 
sisters in our large courtyard 
during the day and slept in our 
kitchen at night.  Just a young 
puppy shown here she was 
already 25 pounds.  She is one of 
the many unwanted puppies being 
born in the San Luis Valley all the 
time.  She loved to be held and 
loved to play with sisters and 
brothers.  They are like bales of 
cotton rolling around.  They all got 
great homes.

Hi Darlene, Rick & Wolf Center,
Thank you so much for helping us over the years and for your latest large 
donation.  It is very welcome in this time of virus when we have a shelter 
full of rescued homeless dogs and adoptions are way down.

Along your help with keeping the SLVAWS going we thank you for letting 
us post dogs in your news letter.and for caring for the wolves - we love the 
wolves.

I’ve attached a pdf of a few recent adoptions to loving homes that we have 
been doing at the shelter.

May all good things be yours for your kindness towards animals.
                                         With Gratitude,

    Frank

76 El Rio Drive  Alamosa, CO 81101 (719) 587-WOOF (9663) 
website: (www.slvaws.org) e-mail: (woof@slvaws.org) 
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The best way to coexist with a predator is to 
understand its needs and allow it to fulfill those 
needs without being in your way.  This means 
not taking over their hunting grounds/food 
sources/denning sites/etc.  Never feed wildlife.  
Feeding wildlife teaches them dependency on 
humans, plus attracts larger predators.  If we 
feed squirrels and bunnies in our yard, the 
foxes and coyotes are going to come looking for 
them. If we don’t shoo the deer out of town, the 
wolves and mountain lions are going to come 
looking for them. It also helps to not leaving 
any potential wildlife attractants out such as 
unsecured garbage recepticles, trash bags, dog/
cat food, unaccompanied pets overnight. Another 
important factor of coexisting with predators is 
habituation-which is when wildlife is no longer 
scared of people.  The reason predators/wildlife 
avoid people to begin with is because people 
are a threat to their life.  Humans have grown 
accustomed to wildlife and enjoy seeing them 
around.  But this has resulted in wildlife also 
becoming accustomed to humans to the point 
that they show no fear towards us and will even 
get in our way for what they want.  Hazing or 
scaring away predators, makes a big difference.  
See 3rd section on hazing.

• www.projectcoyote.org/resources/download-
and-share/articles-factsheets/

NON-LETHAL MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES
There have been large, long-term studies 

performed outside of Yellowstone National 
Park, where there are good wolf populations 
and many ranchers.  These studies have found 
that killing wolves (we can even say predators 
in general) actually increases depredation over 

the subsequent years.  This is because killing 
an animal upsets the structure, hierarchy, and 
functionality of a pack or group of animals living 
within the same territory.  In order to make up 
for the loss, the predators move to catching easier 
prey.   There have also been studies that tested 
the use of non-lethal management techniques on 
ranches in areas with wolf populations.  These 
studies have come up with great methods of non-
lethal management such as deterrents (range 
riders, livestock guardian dogs, noisemakers, 
spotlights, fladry) and preventatives (trail 
cameras, temporary electrified corrals, proper 
husbandry techniques).

• www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/
these-non-lethal-methods-encouraged-science-
can-keep-wolves-killing-livestock-180976505/

• www.projectcoyote.org/programs/ranching_
with_wildlife/nonlethal-solutions-reduce-
conflicts/

• www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/non-lethal-
predator-control-FS.pdf

• wyomingwildlifeadvocates.org/lethal-vs-non-
lethal-predator-management-works-better-
livestock-producers/

• www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/
wildlifedamage/programs/nwrc/sa_spotlight/
adaptive_strategy

PREDATOR HAZING
“Hazing is a method that uses deterrents to 

move an animal out of an area or discourages 
an undesirable behavior or activity.”  Basically, 
scare the animal away enough times that it does 
not see any benefit in returning.  Hazing has 
proven to work very well for coyote and fox 
populations.  We are seeing good results come 
from hazing of our large predators as well.

• www.humanesociety.org/resources/coyote-
hazing

• www.projectcoyote.org/mediaroom/videos/
how-to-haze-a-coyote-2/

• www.aphis.usda.gov/wildlife_damage/nwrc/
publications/17pubs/REP%202017-070.pdf

WHERE ARE THE DEER & ELK GOING?
In nature, there is a constant eb and flow 

of populations.  Due to climate change, loss 
of habitat, human infringement, and other 
things; wildlife populations do not stay static.  A 
population may do really well for a few years 
and have a rise in numbers. Once the population 
reaches the holding capacity of it’s ecosystem, 
the ecosystem can no longer support those 
numbers.  The population will decline until 

there are again enough resources to support the 
animals.  This is a constant change with all living 
things.  Could it be that the elk and deer are 
above the ecosystem holding capacity in Oregon 
and that is why the numbers are on a decline?

Upon initial searching, I am finding a few 
reasons for why the ungulate populations are 
decreasing.  Heavy snowfall and a late winter 
in 2019 reduced the number of fawns in many 
regions.  There was a disease outbreak in the 
mule deer population in 2020 which likely 
killed a number of animals. Some suggest that 
the populations still have not recovered from the 
severe winter of 2017-2018. Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife says that ongoing disease 
outbreaks are causing a lot of deaths in the 
deer populations, specifically the AHD disease.  
ODFW also states that elk populations are 
steady and close to population objectives.

• HOW TO CO-EXIST WITH PREDATORS •
ERIKA MOORE | JANUARY 2021



By Leslie Vreeland  |  Telluride News  |  January 14, 2021

GRAY WOLF REINTRODUCTION TO BE PHASED:
AWARENESS CAMPAIGN STARTS NEXT MONTH

Gray wolves appear to reside in Colorado. 
In early November, Colorado Parks and 

Wildlife researchers confirmed the presence 
of the canids in Moffat County, after having 
documented a pack of six the winter before. 

It was interesting news — as far as it went. 
The catch was that are just a few animals, 
residing too close to the border of Wyoming 
(where it is legal to shoot them) to ensure that 
wolves could ever truly thrive and reproduce 
in Colorado.

That’s why wolf advocates pushed hard 
for reintroduction, and why — just around 
the time the state’s biologists confirmed the 
presence of the Moffat County pack — voters 
passed Proposition 114, which restores the 
animals to the Western Slope, where they 
roamed for centuries before being eliminated. 

“Opponents might say, ‘Wolves are already 
here,’” Montana state Sen. Mike Phillips, 
who helped lead the successful restoration 
of wolves to Yellowstone, explained to the 
Denver Post. “But if Coloradans aspire for gray 
wolves to be present in a viable population, 
you’re going to have to reintroduce them.”

Proposition 114 provides for exactly that, 
and directs CPW to manage the wolves’ 
reintroduction; the law stipulates that the 
animals are to be on Western Slope public 
lands by 2023. 

Essentially, that means “first paws on the 
ground by the end of 2022,” said Rob Edward, 
strategic advisor for the Rocky Mountain Wolf 
Project. “Not all wolves that are reintroduced 
will breed,” Edward pointed out. “Some will 
do the hard work of being wolves: of hunting 
and bringing home food to hungry mouths.”

It means that a few wolves might have to 

be reintroduced at first, and scientists will 
watch them, and then more wolves might 
have to be added in order to produce a viable 
population. 

“All of this is well understood” by scientists, 
who have studied where efforts to help wolves 
multiply have been successful — such as in 
Yellowstone — and where reintroduction 
efforts have been extremely challenging 
(such as in New Mexico and Arizona). 

The biologists who will guide Colorado’s 
efforts “are not looking to reinvent the wheel,” 
Edward summed up. Researchers will simply 
look to places “where reintroduction has 
worked well.”

Gov. Jared Polis is on board. In a discussion 
with CPW earlier this week, “He emphasized 
that the end of 2023 is the deadline,” and 
the importance of meeting that deadline, 
Edward added. On Thursday, CPW held a 
meeting that took up wolf reintroduction in 
more detail: Eric Odell, species conservation 
program manager discussed wolf biology and 
management considerations (his PowerPoint 
presentation included a quote by the revered 
wolf researcher L. David Mech that the wolf 
is “neither a saint nor a sinner except to those 
who want to make it so”). 

First Assistant Attorney General Lisa 
Reynolds discussed legal issues surrounding 
the wolf’s reintroduction. The Trump 
Administration moved to delist gray wolves 
from the Endangered Species Act, but the 
wolf is still protected in Colorado, where 
killing one for any other reason than self-
defense remains illegal. “As the state gray 
wolf remains a state endangered species, 
severe penalties will still apply when CPW 
regains management control in the state,” 

CPW’s director Dan Prenzlow said shortly 
after Proposition 114 passed.

Last week, Prenzlow released a “proposed 
blueprint for public involvement” when it 
comes to keeping citizens informed about 
wolf restoration. The job of Phase One, which 
begins this winter, is to “engage key partners, 
stakeholders and (the) general public” in 
order “to build awareness and support for the 
planning process.” The awareness raising is 
also Covid-aware; beginning next month, 
and continuing through May, for example, 

CPW will host a series of virtual meetings as 
part of its education-and-listening tour.

Those interested can stay updated by 
visiting the Wolf Management page at CPW’s 
website, or following along on CPW’s social 
media sites. 

“Folks can follow along by watching our 
blog at the Rocky Mountain Wolf Project 
as well,” Edward said, at https://www.
rockymountainwolfproject.org/.

An image of a wolf, taken from a game camera. The photo was shot on October 15 in Moffat 
County.  (Photo courtesy of Defenders of Wildlife)



Summer has always been drawn to wolves because 

of their strength, loyalty of the "family" unit.  Summer 

admires how the entire pack takes care of one another 

and hunts together.  This is important to Summer 

because in 2017 she had not yet been adopted so the 

idea of a "strong family unit" means a lot. 

Summer's visit in October 2017 only strengthened her 

love and admiration of wolves.  Due to her age, she 

was sad when she could not participate in a meet and 

greet with a wolf.  During her visit she moved short 

distance and as she says:"connected" with the black 

wolf. I witnessed this connection and it was beautiful.  

Upon leaving we all had to say good bye in wolf,  

aka howl, she gave one of the best wolf howls I have 

heard and the wolves answered.

To this day Summer speaks about the trip, what 

she learned, how we need to protect the wolf. 

Summer even complete an assignment in school, last 

semester, on where she would take a vacation to and 

without hesitation she planned the trip to your Wolf 

Sanctuary. Summer's goal is to become an Animal 

Conservationist as a career. 

Hear is the animal she picked after attending Wonders 

of Wildlife in Springfield MO... notice they are wolves.  

Summer in
Oct 2017

Summer in
Jan 2021

Summer's StorySummer's Story



SINGING CHRISTMAS SINGING CHRISTMAS 
NECK TIENECK TIE

A NEW PLUNGERA NEW PLUNGER A GIANT TEDDY BEARA GIANT TEDDY BEAR

ANATOMY ANATOMY 
FLASH CARDSFLASH CARDS

DDayay 9 9

DDayay 11 11

DDayay 10 10

DDayay 12 12

12 days of the 
worst gifts. 

[CONTINUED]



Even before appearing as fictional pets in the 
television series Game of Thrones, dire wolves had long 
captured imaginations. Weighing around 150 pounds, 
the creatures were larger than the heaviest of today’s 
gray wolves. They roamed throughout large swaths of 
the Americas and preyed on now extinct megafauna, 
such as Ice Age horses and ground sloths.

But much about them remains unknown. Where did 
they come from? How similar were they to today’s gray 
wolves? And why did they die out around 13,000 years 
ago, after surviving for hundreds of millennia?

In the first study of its kind, researchers have analyzed 
several full genomes for these creatures, revealing a 
few surprises. Rather than sharing close genetic ties 
with the gray wolf (Canis lupus), as was expected from 
their resemblance, the dire wolves were evolutionarily 
distant cousins, long isolated in the Americas.

“Dire wolves and gray wolves look super similar 
morphologically, but the genetics say they are not 
related closely in any way,” explains Angela Perri, an 
archaeologist at Durham University, and co-author of 
a paper on dire wolf genetics published Wednesdayin 

the journal Nature.
The new findings clarify relationships among 

members of the dog family, placing dire wolves (Canis 
dirus) in a New World lineage that split from the gray 
wolf's ancestors some 5.5 million years ago, while 
further deepening the mystery around the dire wolf’s 
evolution and eventual extinction.

“The question now becomes: Is their extinction 
related to climatic and environmental change, or did 
humans and potentially other wolves and dogs and 
[diseases] coming in assist in pushing them out?” Perri 
says.

DREADFUL WOLF
The dire wolf—once classified in the genus 

Aenocyon, meaning “terrible” or “dreadful”—is a much 
mythologized carnivore known for its imposing size, 
specialized bone-cracking back teeth, and propensity 
for preying on large herbivores. It was just one of the 
remarkable animals that once roamed the Americas, 
along with immense cats, giant short-faced bears, huge 
sloths, and camels—a lost menagerie of creatures that 
couldn’t adapt to a changing world as the Pleistocene 

period ended.
Indeed, the iconic dire wolf loomed large in Perri's 

imagination long before the current study began. 
“One of my questions had always been whether dire 
wolves were still around when humans entered the 
Americas,” and whether there was any interaction 
between the two, says Perri, who also studies human-
animal interactions. (Related: In pursuit of real-life 
dire wolves, huskies may pay the price.)

When she and her colleagues started the dire wolf 
study several years ago, they knew there was one place 
with no shortage of dire wolf fossils: La Brea Tar Pits, 
an iconic “predator trap” in what is now Los Angeles.

But past efforts to extract substantial stretches of 
DNA from dire wolves, saber-toothed cats, and other 
animals at La Brea have largely failed—the site's hot, 
harsh environment cooks and shreds genetic material. 
The current team's attempts didn't fare much better.

“The tar pit is a hot, bubbly mess, and that doesn't do 
very nicely for DNA preservation,” explains co-senior 
author Greger Larson, director of the University of 
Oxford’s paleogenomics and bio-archaeology research 
network.

One La Brea sample did yield something new, 
though: a collagen protein sequence that let researchers 
compare dire wolves with domestic dogs, gray wolves, 
coyotes, and African wolves. Their conclusion? The 
dire wolf was dramatically different.

THE DIRE WOLF HUNT
But the team needed more, since the sequence from 

a single protein is not all that informative when trying 
to define complex canid relationships, says Laurent 
Frantz, a researcher at Queen Mary University of 
London and the University of Oxford and study co-
author.

So in 2016, Perri began crisscrossing the United 
States by bus, rental car, and airplane on a bone 
collecting tour that took her to museums and university 
collections to examine and collect bits of dire wolf bone, 
in a bid to get enough DNA for genetic analysis.

The trip was not without its challenges. Try 
explaining to airport security why you have a bag full of 
tooth splinters, bone fragments, a drill, and electronic 
measuring devices, Perri laughs. But the search paid 
off. And as she suspected, some researchers had dire 
wolf samples without even knowing it.

“Because they’re so morphologically similar to gray 
wolves, a lot of people don't know whether they have 
dire wolves in their collections. They're often just 
called ‘Wolf?’” Perri explains. “I worked my way around 
various parts of the U.S., digging through old boxes… 
spending a lot of time alone in various basements.”

Together with collaborators, she and her colleagues 
ultimately generated genetic profiles for five 

representative dire wolves from Ohio, Idaho, Tennessee, 
and Wyoming.

The oldest sample clocked in at least 50,000 years 
old. The youngest appeared to be just shy of 12,000 
years old, suggesting that some dire wolves overlapped 
with gray wolves, coyotes, dholes, gray foxes, and 
perhaps early humans.

The researchers scrutinized the dire wolf genomes 
alongside available sequences from the gray wolf, 
coyote, dhole, gray fox, African wolf, Ethiopian wolf, 
African wild dog, and Andean fox, along with new 
sequences for the black-backed jackal and the side-
striped jackal, both found in Africa.

Through a series of genetic family tree analyses, the 
team demonstrated that the dire wolf was distantly 
related to other wolves, showing relatively closer ties to 
the African black-backed jackal and side-striped jackal.

The investigators estimate that the dire wolf lineage 
split off from the one leading to grey wolves around 
5.5 million years ago, and remained isolated despite 
later overlapping in territory with other canid species 
for thousands of years. Such genetic seclusion is 
unusual between related canid species, which often do 
interbreed.

COMING INTO VIEW
The new genetic insights influenced palaeoartist 

Mauricio Anton to make a new drawing of the dire 
wolf, which he has illustrated in the past. Gone is the 
long, dark coat, for example, since black fur and other 
adaptive traits are believed to have entered North 
American wolf populations via mixing with other canids 
on the continent, which dire wolves seemingly did not 
do. Other outward similarities remain, including a 
wolf-like head and body shape.

Beyond implications for understanding dire wolf 
origin and extinction events, the findings point to the 
independent evolution of very similar traits in dire 
wolves and grey wolves, experts say, highlighting the 
adaptive benefits of a wolf-like body as well as the 
diverse canid forms that once prowled different parts 
of the globe.

“That you would have this convergence in body form 
even though you have such a long period of separation 
suggests that the wolf body form is very, very successful, 
and clearly has been for a very long time,” says University 
of Alberta anthropological archaeologist Robert Losey, 
who was not involved in the dire wolf paper.

But ultimately, these advantages couldn’t prevent 
the dire wolf’s extinction. The team thinks it’s possible 
that incoming dog-like species and wolves may have 
out-competed dire wolves, or spread diseases that hurt 
them. Climate change might have also played a role, 
Perri says.

A study of extinct dire wolf DNA reveals surprises, including that 
the carnivores, made famous as fictional pets in Game of Thrones, 
weren't closely related to wolves.

ILLUSTRATION BY MAURICIO ANTON

DIRE WOLVES WERE REAL—AND EVEN DIRE WOLVES WERE REAL—AND EVEN 
STRANGER THAN WE THOUGHTSTRANGER THAN WE THOUGHT

BY ANDREA ANDERSON  |  NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC |  JANUARY 13, 2021



The gray wolf has been 
removed from the federal 
Endangered Species List, 
allowing the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources 
and other state agencies to 
assume management of the 
species.

The delisting decision, 
announced by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service in late 
October and published in early 
November, became effective 
Jan. 4.

The change allows lethal 
measures to be used on the 
animals, including the killing of 
wolves that cause depredation 
of livestock as well as the use of 
hunting and trapping seasons 
to manage populations of the 
native predators.

In a statement, the DNR said it 
has "successfully managed gray 
wolves for decades and will 
continue to do so in accordance 
with the laws of our state and 
the best science available."

The state most recently held 
management authority over 
wolves from 2012-14, when it 
held three hunting and trapping 
seasons and killed 528 wolves. 
A federal judge returned wolves 
to the Endangered Species List 
in Dec. 2014.

Wisconsin law requires a 
wolf hunting and trapping 
season to be held when the 
species is not under protections 
of the Endangered Species Act. 
The DNR plans to begin the next 
wolf season Nov. 6.

The agency also said it is 
working to complete a 10-
year wolf management plan to 
help guide future management 
decisions for the species in 
Wisconsin.

Although delisted, it remains 
unlawful to shoot a wolf unless 
there is an immediate threat to 
human safety. Or, if on private 
land, a wolf can be shot and 
killed if it is in the act of killing 
or wounding livestock or a 
domestic animal such as a pet.

The delisting also triggered 
a change in the funding source 
and the timing used to pay for 
wolf depredations. The monies 
must now come from proceeds 
of sales of wolf hunting 
and trapping licenses and 
applications. When protected 
by the ESA, the compensation 
is drawn from the state's 
endangered resources fund.

Under state management, the 
payouts for wolf depredations 
will also be delayed until the 
end of the year, and could be 
pro-rated based on available 
funds, said Brad Koele, DNR 
wildlife damage specialist.

State statute allows payments 

of $2,500 to hound 
hunters and others 
who have lost dogs 
to wolves. But that 
could be reduced if 
insufficient funds are 
available.

Wolf depredations in 
Wisconsin were running 
higher in 2020. A DNR 
report through the end 
of October showed 90 
confirmed or probable 
wolf depredations, 
compared to full-year 
depredations of 82, 73 
and 61 in 2019, 2018 
and 2017, respectively.

No wolf depredation 
of a farm animal or 
pet has occurred in 
Wisconsin so far in 

2021, according to state data.
The DNR estimated the 2019-

20 Wisconsin wolf population 
at a modern-era high of 1,195 
animals and 256 packs. No 
case of a wolf attack on a human 
has been verified in Wisconsin 
history.

If wolf depredation is seen 
or suspected, the public should 
contact USDA-Wildlife Services 
at (800) 228-1368 in northern 
Wisconsin and (800) 433-0663 
in the rest of the state. 

The agency, which is 
contracted by the DNR, will 
send a staff member to the site 
to conduct an investigation. To 
assist with the investigation, 

USDA-Wildlife Services 
recommends not moving or 
unnecessarily handling a 
carcass as well as preserving 
any evidence at the kill site by 
using a tarp to cover a carcass 
to discourage scavengers and 
preserve any tracks, scat and 
other material.

The delisting was opposed 
by American Indian tribes and 
many environmental and animal 
protection organizations. 

Several groups, including 
Defenders of Wildlife, have 
vowed to overturn the delisting 
through legal action.

Gray Wolf Once More 
Under State Management, 
Allowing Lethal Control

A map shows gray wolf packs in Wisconsin 
detected in a 2019-20 winter tracking survey. 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

The population of gray wolves in Wisconsin increased to a modern-era high in late 
winter 2020, according to an estimate from the Department of Natural Resources. 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

Paul A. Smith  |  Milwaukee Journal Sentinel  |  January 9, 2021



"I was borne and grew up Germany. After 
university I moved to the USA and started a carrier 
in waterproofing structures in New York City. 
My projects include the Empire State Building, 
Rockefeller Plaza, and other historic buildings. My 
love for wolves started early - perhaps a bonding 
instinct given the relentless persecution wolves and 
other predators experienced.

In 2013, love and admiration for wolves took on 
a new dimension - I meet Navi, Keara and Micah at 
CWWC. I retired the end of 2019; my wife and I moved 
to Colorado. At this time my retirement focus was 
clear: I wanted to spend time with wolves, be a voice 

for wolves - I applied for a volunteer position at CWWC. Since June 2020 I am spending two (2) days 
per week with wolves (besides a number of chores). Why do I do it? There are many reasons - the 
one that pulls me most are the early morning walk-abouts. I meet wolves in solitude, we greet each 
other and Navi, Tala and Amarok bestow kisses on me that I will never forgot. I am a wolf at heart 
and our wolves are the pack I belong to. You might say I am hooked."

Meet Some of Our Pack
"My interest in wolves all started when I watched 

the anime movie ‘Princess Mononoke’. It’s about a girl 
who was raised by wolves and she does everything to 
protect her forest. I was so amazed and moved by the 
movie that it made me curious about wolves. So, I did 
my own personal research from home: looking up facts 
about wolves on the Internet from trusted sources, 
watching documentaries, reading books, and looking 
up all different kinds of wolf centers to see all the 
information they could provide.

As you can imagine, I found a decent amount of 
information mentioning about how people fear wolves 
and all of the misinformation out there about these 

creatures. It was then that my interest became an obsession and I made the determined decision to 
make teaching people the importance of wolves a dream profession. I want to help get rid of all of 
these fears and false stories people tell about the wolf and I get to do just that here at the Colorado 
Wolf & Wildlife Center. When I was accepted as an intern, I was flooded with tears of happiness. 
Teaching people the importance of wolves became a dream job… and now my dream has come true. 
I get to spend my time with these animals that are so dear to me and they make me smile. I get to 
work with people that care about wolves just like I do. I’m grateful to have been given the chance to 
help make a difference in the world for these beautiful creatures… one “paw step” at a time."

»»  Alexis TarmanAlexis Tarman»»  Alexis TarmanAlexis Tarman»»  Alexis TarmanAlexis Tarman

»»  Rainer GerbatschRainer Gerbatsch»»  Rainer GerbatschRainer Gerbatsch»»  Rainer GerbatschRainer Gerbatsch

Sage came into the Morgan County Shelter as a stray.  She is 
approximately 2 years old, she is not spayed and is not up to date on 

shots.  The shelter has her labeled as a low content wolf dog.  She weighs 
about 65 lbs and is underweight. She is friendly with new people.  She is 

ok with male dogs but is reactive mostly with females.

Sage is an escape artist.  She was able to dig out and go over the shelter 
fence that is 8 – 10 feet tall.

The shelter does not know anything about her background and no one 
came to claim her during her 10-day hold when she was first found.  They 
have asked for help in placing her safely.  The fact that she was able to 
get over their fence means she will need very secure containment and 

most likely will need to be pulled by a 501 ( c) (3) organization.

If a placement can be found, they may be able to help with some 
transport in their area.

If you are able to help get Sage to safety, please contact 
Ivory Brown at ibrown@morgancountywv.gov; 304-258-6363

Meet Sage



TCRAS
Teller County Regional Animal Shelter

tcrascolorado.org · 719.686.7707

SLVAWS
San Luis Valley Animal Welfare Society

slvaws.org · 719.587.woof (9663)

SLVAWS 
ADOPTION FAIR 

Every Saturday 10am-4pm 
at the Petco in Colorado Springs 

5020 N. Nevada 

AGE: 1 year 1 month 
SEX: Male/Neutered   

Siamese/Mix
Ello, I'm Oli!! I'm a Siamese mix 
and just and overall cool cat, in 
my opinion at least. I just made 

my trip up to Colorado in search 
of my furever home.

A lover.  1 1/2 year old high energy 
boxer mix.  Great hiking buddy.  
Loves to play with other dogs but 
needs at least 1 hour of running 
each day.  After that he will zzz out 
for the evening.  Does well with 
small breed dogs.  Easy to train; 
knows many commands.  Neutered, 
chipped, all vaccinations. 

AGE: 2 years 1 month  
SEX: Male/Neutered 
Terrier, American Pit Bull/Mix

My name is Jeff! I'm a super fun loving 
boy who loves to run outside and looking 
for someone who wants to go hiking 
with me! I need someone who is going 
to be dedicated to helping me learn my 
manners, I know a few tricks, but I would 
absolutely love to learn more!!! I'm a little 
nervous at first and don't really like cats 
much but once I get to know humans I 
really like them!!

Big, lovable hunk.  Rottie/
mastiff.  Your next hiking 

buddy.  Listens well. 4 years 
old.  Chipped, neutered, all 

vaccinations.   Best as only dog.

Oli >> << Rosco

<< Jeff

Charlie 
Brown >> 

[                           ]UPDATE December 1, 2020  - Our shelter is open BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY - PLEASE CALL before coming to the 

shelter for any reason - 719-686-7707 Every Saturday 10:30am-3:30pm


