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The Colorado Wolf 
and Wildlife Center

is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization certified by 
the Association of Zoos & 

Aquariums (AZA). Look for 
this logo whenever you 

visit a zoo or aquarium as 
your assurance that you 
are supporting a facility 
dedicated to providing 

excellent care for animals, 
a great experience for you, 

and a better future for all 
living things.

The contents of the material 
we include in our newsletter 
does not necessarily reflect 

the views of CWWC. We 
collect information from 
other organizations, the 
web, news feeds, and/or 

other sources. We choose 
articles that are in the 

related field of education 
and conservation.

CERTIFIED BY

TO SUBSCRIBE to our 
monthly newsletter, go to 

wolfeducation.org and sign 
up on the newsletter page.

CONTACT US
tours@wolfeducation.org 
PO Box 713 Divide, CO 

80814 719.687.9742

Shamba is settling 
into life at the Wolf 
Center.  His motto is “If 
I fits, I sits.” And he is 
becoming the master 
of hide-n-seek.

Dedicated to the War Dogs and their Historic Legacy of Selfless Service and Heroic Sacrifice saving Dedicated to the War Dogs and their Historic Legacy of Selfless Service and Heroic Sacrifice saving 
American lives wherever deployed with their courageous handlers.American lives wherever deployed with their courageous handlers.

Ruby Ridpath, who is the founder and President of the War Dog Memorial has dedicated over 5 years of Ruby Ridpath, who is the founder and President of the War Dog Memorial has dedicated over 5 years of 
work to have this dream come to life and for this statue to stand and honor the War Dogs of America. work to have this dream come to life and for this statue to stand and honor the War Dogs of America. 

The statue symbolizes the forgotten ones and gives awareness to these dogs  who have truly sacrificed The statue symbolizes the forgotten ones and gives awareness to these dogs  who have truly sacrificed 
so much to protect their human from harm. Many die in combat, many are left behind in foreign so much to protect their human from harm. Many die in combat, many are left behind in foreign 

countries by the contractors, and the ones who are lucky enough to return home usually have medical countries by the contractors, and the ones who are lucky enough to return home usually have medical 
issues and cancers.issues and cancers.

Please learn and help these American hero War Dogs by going to http://wardogmemorialcolorado.orgPlease learn and help these American hero War Dogs by going to http://wardogmemorialcolorado.org

Wade and Ruby Ridpath
Unveiling of the War Dog Memorial at Memorial Park in Colorado 

Springs June, 20th, 2020.
Wade is on the left holding MWD “Tomo” R 536, TEDD, U.S. Army

Ruby on right is holding CWD “Heky” EDD, Kuwait
Both dogs are living out the rest of their lives with Wade and Ruby 

who has brought home many others. The first War Dog brought 
home to start this incredible journey was named Carlos.

NEW DATE
MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND

War Dog Memorial 
Dedication Ceremony

when: Sept. 12th, 2020 
time: 10:00am

where: Memorial Park - 
Ring of Honor  

(Union Blvd, just south of Pikes 
Peak Ave) 

Colorado Springs, CO

There is still time to become 
a sponsor for the dedication 
ceremony. Please email us at 

wardogmemorialco@gmail.com 
for more details.

Please do not bring personal pets to 
the ceremony.  

Service dogs & working dogs (active & 
retired) welcome.



While we are all coping with our new way of life, 
you can still stay up to date with the animals here 
at CWWC.  We are working to keep you involved 
in the work we are doing here, knowing how our 
animals are doing, and staying educated about 
wildlife news. 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel: 
ColoradoWolf&WildlifeCenter

We post bi-weekly videos of the training and 
enrichment we are providing for our animals. 
Our bi-weekly educational vlog about wolves–
Wolf Wisdom with Erika–talks about the wolf 
reintroduction of wolves in Colorado, and other 
hot topics.

Follow us on Facebook: 
Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center

Thursdays between 3-4pm we have a Ask a 
Keeper livestream where you can ask us all 
those questions you’ve been dying to know.  
Every Friday at 8pm we post a video of one of 

our keepers howling with the wolves for the 
Go Outside and Howl at 8 movement.  We also 
share current wildlife events and stories that 
are happening around the world to keep you 
informed.

Follow us on Instagram: 
cowolfcenter

We post pictures of our beautiful animals, share 
stories of what we are doing around the center, 
and keep you up to date on everything wolf and 
wildlife related.  Keep your eye on our story for 
fun videos of the day to day lives of our wolves 
and keepers.
We will also be doing monthly and possibly 
weekly giveaways and sales.  These will only be 
announced on our social media so make sure 
you follow us on every platform and turn on 
your notifications.

We hope to give you something to look 
forward to every day!

| SOCIAL  MEDIA  HAPPENINGS |

One Mexican gray wolf died after 
being caught in a trap in April and 
another was found dead in the wild, 
bringing the total to more than a 
dozen of the endangered predators 
that died in the first four months of 
the year in New Mexico and Arizona.

Environmentalists say a 
combination of lethal management 
by U.S. wildlife officials and private 
trapping is making it difficult to 
recover the species.

But ranchers say they face constant 
pressure from the wolves, pointing to 
the more than two dozen cattle that 
were killed just last month.

The latest wolf and livestock 
deaths come as the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service begins wading 
through the process of revamping 
a rule that guides management of 
wolves in the Southwest.

The public has until June 15 
to comment on the issues to be 
considered by officials. So far, nearly 
800 comments have been submitted.

Some say it’s shaping up to be a 
deadly year for the wolf following an 
encouraging survey that found more 
wolves in the wild last year than at 
any time since efforts began more 
than two decades ago to reintroduce 
wolves along the New Mexico-
Arizona border.

At least 163 wolves were counted 
during the survey that wrapped up 
in February. That marks a nearly 
25% jump in the population from 
the previous year and puts wildlife 
managers about halfway to meeting 
the goal set for declaring the species 
recovered.

Monthly reports show 10 wolves 
have died in the first four months of 
2020. That doesn’t include the alpha 

female of the Prieto Pack of wolves 
in New Mexico that died after being 
trapped in late April and taken into 
captivity and four others that were 
killed in March due to livestock 
issues.

“It demonstrates the vagaries of 
the program and how quickly things 
can turn bad for the wolves,” Bryan 
Bird, the southwest program director 
for Defenders of Wildlife, said 
Tuesday.

He said changes to the 
management rule now under revision 
could address these ups and downs 
by limiting the circumstances in 
which wolves can be lethally or non-
lethally removed from the wild and 
addressing trapping on public lands 
in the wolf recovery area.

Michael Robinson with the Center 
for Biological Diversity said one 
problem that has been ongoing for 
years is the wolves feeding on live 
cattle after being drawn in by the 
carcasses of cows that die from other 
causes. He’s among those who have 
been pushing for a requirement for 
ranchers to remove carcasses as one 
way to avoid conflict.

“Though the feds claim they’re 
looking at the population as a whole, 
this recurring mismanagement is 
precisely why the Mexican wolf is in 
worse genetic shape now than when 
reintroduction began more than two 
decades ago,” he said.

Some ranchers say they have tried 
everything from hiring cowboys 
on horseback to installing flagging 
and other devices to scare away the 
wolves. But they are still having 
problems.

Last year marked a record year 
for livestock kills. Several dozen kills 
have been reported so far this year.

The Arizona Legislature is 
considering a measure that would 
allow a board set up to reimburse 
ranchers for livestock losses to also 
compensate ranchers for things like 
range riders to keep wolves away 
from their herds.

Federal officials say they conducted 
24 days of hazing efforts in April, 
removed two carcasses, set up several 
food caches in hopes of diverting the 
wolves and talked with dozens of 
ranchers via phone, text and email in 
an effort to reduce the conflicts.

Rough Start to the Year for Mexican Rough Start to the Year for Mexican 
Gray Wolves, CattleGray Wolves, Cattle

By Susan Montoya Bryan  |  Associated Press  |  May 26, 2020

One Mexican gray wolf died after being caught in a trap in April.One Mexican gray wolf died after being caught in a trap in April.
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Friday nights we do a Livestream on our Facebook page to Friday nights we do a Livestream on our Facebook page to 
join in on the Howl at 8 with the wolves. join in on the Howl at 8 with the wolves. 
We invite the community to join in on this We invite the community to join in on this 
howl in support of bringing wolves back howl in support of bringing wolves back 
to Colorado and hearing that howl in their to Colorado and hearing that howl in their 
natural environment! natural environment! 

Like our Facebook page so you can be Like our Facebook page so you can be 
notified when we go live and stay up to notified when we go live and stay up to 
date with things going on at the center.date with things going on at the center.

HOWL at 8



By Susan Thixton  |  truthaboutpetfood.com  |  June 17, 2020

A new lawsuit has been filed 
against Nestle Purina challenging 
the company’s ‘Natural’ and ‘No 
Preservatives’ claims.
The FDA or any State Department 
of Agriculture rarely (if ever) 
bothers to validate pet food 
marketing claims. But thankfully, 
lawsuits have become a means 
for consumers to see some 
type of regulation over pet food. 
In this lawsuit, two Non-Profit 
organizations are challenging 
Nestle Purina’s labeling claims of 
“Natural” and “No Preservatives“. 
From the press release:

Nonprofits Toxin Free USA 
and Clean Label Project filed 
a lawsuit against Nestlé USA 
and Nestlé Purina PetCare 
Company for deceptive 
marketing and sale of cat 

foods labeled as “natural” 
and with “no artificial 
preservatives.” Lab tests 
reveal that certain Purina 
cat food products contain 
the synthetic herbicide 
glyphosate and the artificial 
preservative ethoxyquin. The 
consumer protection lawsuit 
charges that Purina exploits 
consumers’ preference for pet 
foods marketed as “natural.”

The lawsuit challenges Purina’s 
Beyond Natural Cat Food. Quotes 
from the lawsuit:

Purina knows that consumers 
seek out and wish to purchase 
natural foods for their pets 
that do not contain artificial 
or synthetic chemicals. 
To capture this growing 
market, Purina advertises and 
promotes the Products as 

“Natural” and as containing 
“no artificial…preservatives”.

The lawsuit points out these claims 
on the Purina Beyond Cat Food 
label:

These claims are false, 
deceptive and misleading. 
The Products at issue are not 
“natural” or free of artificial 
preservatives. The Products 
contain residues of the 
unnatural biocide glyphosate 
and the artificial preservative 
ethoxyquin.

Purina itself tells consumers 
that “natural” means “[e]
xisting in or caused by nature” 
and “not made or caused by 
humankind.”

The Purina webpage the lawsuit 
quotes, goes on to tell pet owners…

Per AAFCO’s guidelines, 
natural dog food products 
can include synthetic sources 
of essential amino acids, 

vitamins or minerals. The 
natural claim must include a 
disclaimer statement, though. 
You may see “Plus vitamins 
and minerals” on the package. 
This statement discloses 
the addition of synthetic 
nutrients.

And the lawsuit correctly points out 
that glyphosate or ethoxyquin is not 
an ‘essential amino acid, vitamin 
or mineral’ as would be required 
for the “Natural” label claim; both 
being found in this Purina product.
Again from the lawsuit:

Testing by Plaintiffs revealed 
the presence of glyphosate 
and ethoxyquin residues in 
the Products as shown in the 
table below.

Purina knew what 
representations it made on 
the labels of the Products. 
Purina also knew how the 
pet food was sourced and 
processed, and therefore knew 
or should have known that 
the Products contain residues 
of glyphosate, an unnatural 
biocide, and ethoxyquin, an 
artificial preservative.

Purina thus knew, or should 
have known, the facts 
demonstrating that the 
Products were mislabeled and 
falsely advertised.

 
Opinion: My thanks to these 
two organizations for filing this 
lawsuit. Pet owners have little to 
no assistance from regulatory 
authorities for misleading and false 
label claims. Your help to provide 
pet owners properly regulated pet 
food is appreciated.
Wishing you and your pet(s) the 
best,
Susan Thixton 
Pet Food Safety Advocate 
TruthaboutPetFood.com 
Association for Truth in Pet Food

NON-PROFITS SUE PURINA FOR 
DECEPTIVE MARKETING

To read the full lawsuit, visit: https://tinyurl.com/purina-lawsuit

A group of Coloradans affiliated with the Rocky Mountain Wolf Project are planning an event for Sunday, 
Oct. 4, “The Blessing of the Wolf” on St. Francis of Assisi’s Day.  The point of the event is to increase our 
understanding of the gray wolf from ecological, spiritual and traditional perspectives; as a product of 
creation; and, its ecological role in the balance of nature.  We hope to convey the essential importance of 
wolf reintroduction to Colorado from all of these perspectives.

This March and Blessing of the Wolves event will be held at the state capitol. We will start with a march in 
support of wolves, followed by a gathering at the capitol steps where the blessing will occur. The ceremony 
will open with a general greeting and a conservationist’s perspective on ecosystem health and why wolves 
should be reintroduced to Colorado.  Then, we will have a member and an elder of the Southern Ute tribe 
presenting the Ute creation story followed by a blessing of the wolf. A wolf-dog from the Colorado Wolf and 
Wildlife Center will be blessed on the capitol steps.  We will then have a brief closing presentation on the 
wolf reintroduction ballot proposition 107.   All permits are in hand for this event.

WHO WANTS TO HELP TELL THE WORLD THAT WE NEED TO 
RESTORE THE GRAY WOLF IN COLORADO?



RE: My Sanctuary Visit
TO: Darlene Kobobel & The Wolf & Wildlife Center

We’ve all heard about the tales and folklore about Wolves and how they describe them 
as evil and prey on humans, but have you ever met one in person and learned about 
them? I had the opportunity to do just that. I met them up close and got to learn more 
about them. 

I love wolves and didn’t know how endangered some of them are and how precious they 
are to this wonderful world. I watched Coyote Peterson on YouTube do a couple videos 
on Wolves at the Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center. He fed the wolves, filmed them at 
night, and they weren’t at all what you would expect. He inspired me and my family to 
go to the center to learn more about wolves and not fear them so much. I’ll tell you this, 
it was the best thing ever!! When most people think of wolves they  think of a big black 
wolf with yellow eyes and big black teeth. But there are all kinds of wolves and they are 
all amazing! 

At the center they have so many wolves and all of them have different stories and that 
is what makes them unique. You go to the center thinking that you’ll just see some wolves 
and other animals then leave, but it was so much more. You learn about different species 
of wolves and how they became classified, how some of them were on the endangered 
species list, how many packs live in some states, how their population is going down, and 
so much more. 

The Center educates the public not only about wolves but also on coyotes, and foxes. 
They inspire you to learn more and more bout them and to want to help by volunteering 
or speaking to congress about introducing wolves to your state. 

I know I was very inspired by the founder of the Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center Ms. 
Darlene Kobobel, and watching Coyote Peterson get hands on learning by witnessing 
how the wolves can be gentle and just amazing creatures. During my visit my family 
and I got to actually meet and take pictures with Ms. Darlene. She seems to care deeply 
about all the animals she cares for and provides public awareness so that others won’t 
be as fearful towards these animals. I know I will encourage as many people as I can to 
experience how awesome it was to learn not just about wolves but about the foxes, wolf-
hybrids, and coyotes that they have. A neat thing my family and I got to do was a group 
howl at the end of the tour, which was absolutely astounding because the wolves howled 
back!!! The wolves heard us howl and they all howled back at us. It was an awesome 
experience! Thank you Miss Darlene for giving us the chance to learn about these 
majestic and wonderful animals on this earth. 

Sincerely,
Carmen De Van



In a pilot study at the University 
of Helsinki, dogs trained as medical 
diagnostic assistants were taught to 
recognize the previously unknown 
odor signature of the COVID-19 
disease caused by the novel 
coronavirus. And they learned with 
astonishing success: After only 
a few weeks, the first dogs were 
able to accurately distinguish urine 
samples from COVID-19 patients 
from urine samples of healthy 
individuals.

“We have solid experience 
in training disease-related scent 
detection dogs. It was fantastic to see 
how fast the dogs took to the new 
smell,” says DogRisk group leader 
Anna Hielm-Björkman. After only 
a short time, the animals identified 
the urine of people infected by 
the novel coronavirus, known as 
SARS-CoV-2, almost as reliably as 
a standard PCR test.

The Finnish scientists are now 

preparing a randomized, double-
blind study in which the dogs will 
sniff a larger number of patient 
samples. Only then will the scent 
tests be used in clinical practice.
Important Findings for 

Other Teams
The very rapid and promising 

findings from Finland are also 
important for other research teams, 
such as those in Great Britain and 
France, who are training sniffer 
dogs to detect COVID-19.

Fellow researchers from the 
German Assistance Dog Center 
(TARSQ) have also benefited from 
the Finnish results.

“No one could tell us with 
certainty whether training with the 
aggressive virus is dangerous or not 
for humans and dogs. We wanted 
to gather more information first 
before we started training because 
the German virologists advised 

us against it — after all, so little is 
known about the virus so far,” 
explains Luca Barrett from TARSQ.

Where Does the 
Characteristic Smell 

Come From?
It is still unclear which substances 

in urine produce the apparently 
characteristic COVID-19 odor. 
Since SARS-CoV-2 not only attacks 
the lungs, but also causes damage 
to blood vessels, kidneys and 
other organs, it is assumed that the 
patients’ urine odor also changes. 
This is something which the dogs, 
with their highly sensitive olfactory 
organs, notice immediately.

Certain diseases appear to have 
a specific olfactory signature that 
trained dogs can sniff out with 
amazing accuracy, Barrett says.

“According to one study, dogs 
can detect breast cancer with a 93% 
probability, for example. And lung 

cancer with a 97% probability,” she 
says.

But dogs can also identify skin 
cancer, colon cancer, ovarian cancer 
or prostate cancer very reliably, 
according to Barrett. “The hit 
rate, which was not so good in the 
early days of training, has risen 
enormously in recent years,” she 
says.

Hit Rate Decisive
Besides cancer, the dogs can 

also detect Parkinson’s disease. 
Parkinson’s sufferers smell different 
even years before they have the 
disease. “That’s how we came 
up with the idea of training dogs 
as an early warning system for 
Parkinson’s,” Barrett says.

Dogs are also trained to 
detect malaria, but the hit 
rate is not yet satisfactory, she 
says. So far, the dogs recognize 
seven out of 10 infected 
persons, which is not enough.

A high hit rate is, of course, 
also absolutely necessary when 
training for the aggressive 
SARS-CoV-2 pathogen, 
according to Barret. “We hope 
that the hit rate for the coronavirus 
is significantly higher in the fully 
trained dogs; after all, it would be 
very dangerous if COVID-19 were 
not detected,” she says
Trained Tracking Dogs

Dogs’ ability to smell is about 
a million times better than that of 
humans. Humans have about 5 
million olfactory cells, compared 
with 125 million for dachshunds 
and 220 million for sheepdogs.

Dogs also inhale up to 300 
times per minute in short breaths, 
meaning that their olfactory cells 
are constantly supplied with new 
odor particles. In addition, dogs’ 
noses differentiate between right 
and left. This spatial sense of smell 
allows the animals to follow a trail 
more easily.

During the training sessions, the 
dogs — mostly Labrador retrievers 
or retrievers in general, but also 
cocker spaniels or sheepdog breeds 
— are each trained for one scent. 
That can be the smell of a drug 
or an explosive, or, as here, the 
olfactory signature of a specific 
disease.This means that one dog 
cannot recognize several types of 
cancer.

The animals are trained with 
containers holding samples of 
breath or sweat, for example. As 
soon as they have identified the 
smell they are looking for, the dogs 
hear a click and get a treat. They 
are reliably trained for the one smell 
on this reward principle.

Great Potential, Great 
Skepticism

Drug and explosive detection 
dogs have been used for some time. 
But trained medical scent detection 
dogs are also now working in 
hospitals. For example, they sniff 
the bodies of patients with suspected 
skin cancer to try and detect the 
disease — only with the patients’ 
consent, of course. So these skilled 
snufflers are helping doctors in 
diagnosing diseases and detecting 
them early on.

However, so far there are only 
very few medical detection dogs. 
The dog owners almost always work 
voluntarily and the trained sniffer 
dogs live in normal households. 
There is great skepticism, especially 
among traditional doctors and 

health insurance companies, even 
though the first indications given 
by the dog have to be followed by 
further medical tests anyway and a 
lot of time and costs could be saved 
by early cancer detection.

Possible Coronavirus 
Applications 

If the findings from Finland are 
confirmed, the sniffer dogs with 
their extremely sensitive sense of 
smell could prove to be a great 

help in the fight against the new 
coronavirus.

Luca Barrett from TARSQ can 
easily picture coronavirus sniffer 
dogs being used in situations where 
there is a high risk of infection. For 

example, people attending 
football matches and other 
major events could be checked 
before they are admitted.

The dogs could also be 
employed at airports to scan 
people entering a country. 
“When the dogs go down 
the queue, they can detect if 
someone is healthy and can 
enter the country. But if a 
person smells of COVID-19, 

the handler could send that person 
to a coronavirus testing center 
instead,” Barrett says. That is 
because a second test is still needed 
to confirm the dog’s initial sniff 
detection.

Barrett says dogs could also 
be used to search for the virus 
on surfaces. For example, before 
passengers board an aircraft, a 
four-legged friend could first check 
whether the machine is free from 
SARS-CoV-2. Similar measures are 
planned for doctors’ surgeries, aged 
care homes or nursing homes that 
have had to be evacuated because 
of COVID-19 cases. Before these 
are used again, a sniffer dog could 
check whether the environment is 
“clean.”

DOGS CAN SMELL COVID-19

By Alexander Freund  |  Deutsche Welle  |  May 27, 2020

In a Finnish study, dogs learned to recognize the distinctive odor of a coronavirus infection. 
In the future, dogs might be able to detect infected people in nursing homes or at airports.



TCRAS
Teller County Regional Animal Shelter

tcrascolorado.org · 719.686.7707

SLVAWS
San Luis Valley Animal Welfare Society

slvaws.org · 719.587.woof (9663)

SLVAWS 
ADOPTION FAIR 

Every Saturday 10am-4pm 
at the Petco in Colorado Springs 

5020 N. Nevada 

AGE: 13 weeks old  |  SEX: Males/Neutered  

Thirteen-week-old chihuahua mix males Moo & Snuggles weigh only 
5 pounds. Neuter is 6/25/20; available for a forever home about July 7. 
They can be adopted together or with another smaller dog in the home. 
They play all day, outgoing, up & down happy pups.

Don’t let Princess Warrior’s photo 
or name detour you away. She is the 
biggest love bug you’ll ever meet! 
She may stay back for a little while, 
but turns into a big pile of goo the 
moment you start petting her. Come 
by the shelter and let the gob of goo 
melt your heart.

AGE: 4 years  |  SEX: Female/Spayed 
Shepherd Mix

This lovely lady likes to roll in the grass 
and go for hikes. Housebroken too. She 

does seem nervous around children and 
some people. But once she knows you 
are safe and friendly she will be happy 

to be your friend.

Moo & Snuggles

<< Princess 
Warrior

Mia >>

Because 
of COVID-19 we are currently 

not doing adoptions at N. Nevada Petco;  
however, our shelter near San Luis, CO, is open 

every day by appointment. 
Please call 719-587-WOOF (9663) if you are 

interested giving a dog a home.  We are 
COVID-19 free at the shelter.

UPDATE  April 2020 - Our shelter is still open for adoptions, but 
we are asking that you call ahead and make an appointment 

before coming in to the shelter - 719.686.7707. Thank you![                            ]


