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The Colorado Wolf 
and Wildlife Center

is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization certified by 
the Association of Zoos & 

Aquariums (AZA). Look for 
this logo whenever you 

visit a zoo or aquarium as 
your assurance that you 
are supporting a facility 
dedicated to providing 

excellent care for animals, 
a great experience for you, 

and a better future for all 
living things.

The contents of the material 
we include in our newsletter 
does not necessarily reflect 

the views of CWWC. We 
collect information from 
other organizations, the 
web, news feeds, and/or 

other sources. We choose 
articles that are in the 

related field of education 
and conservation.

CERTIFIED BY

TO SUBSCRIBE to our 
monthly newsletter, go to 

wolfeducation.org and sign 
up on the newsletter page.

CONTACT US
tours@wolfeducation.org 
PO Box 713 Divide, CO 

80814 719.687.9742
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The Ellicott FamilyThe Ellicott FamilyThe Ellicott FamilyThe Ellicott Family

While we are all coping with our new way of life, 
you can still stay up to date with the animals here 
at CWWC.  We are working to keep you involved 
in the work we are doing here, knowing how our 
animals are doing, and staying educated about 
wildlife news. 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel: 
ColoradoWolf&WildlifeCenter

We post bi-weekly videos of the training and 
enrichment we are providing for our animals. 
Our bi-weekly educational vlog about wolves–
Wolf Wisdom with Erika–talks about the wolf 
reintroduction of wolves in Colorado, and other 
hot topics.

Follow us on Facebook: 
Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center

Thursdays between 3-4pm we have a Ask a 
Keeper livestream where you can ask us all 
those questions you’ve been dying to know.  
Every Friday at 8pm we post a video of one of 

our keepers howling with the wolves for the 
Go Outside and Howl at 8 movement.  We also 
share current wildlife events and stories that 
are happening around the world to keep you 
informed.

Follow us on Instagram: 
cowolfcenter

We post pictures of our beautiful animals, share 
stories of what we are doing around the center, 
and keep you up to date on everything wolf and 
wildlife related.  Keep your eye on our story for 
fun videos of the day to day lives of our wolves 
and keepers.
We will also be doing monthly and possibly 
weekly giveaways and sales.  These will only be 
announced on our social media so make sure 
you follow us on every platform and turn on 
your notifications.

We hope to give you something to look 
forward to every day!

| SOCIAL  MEDIA  HAPPENINGS |

I am just part of the tree...I am just part of the tree...



Meet the Staff & Interns

My name is Erika Moore, I am originally 
from Utah where I was raised to love 
animals and the outdoors. I grew up with 
many pets from dogs and cats to reptiles 
and amphibians. For my whole childhood, 
I dreamed of being a veterinarian. All I 
wanted to do was help animals. So I worked 
hard to reach that goal, graduated high 
school with my veterinarian technician 
certificate and started working in a 
veterinarian office. It didn’t take me long 
to realize the veterinarian world was not 
for me. I finished my schooling, graduating 
with a bachelor’s degree in Biology. I began 

looking for summer internships in animal care to build my resume. I had driven past 
Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center while visiting family in Colorado, so I applied. I had 
no idea the experience I was signing up for!

I have been at CWWC for about 2.5 years now. I started as an intern, was hired on 
as a tour guide, and am now Animal Caretaker Supervisor. Not only have I learned 
boatloads of information about Wolves, Coyotes, Foxes, and wildlife; but I have 
learned a lot about managing staff and caring for these animals. My daily tasks 
include overseeing tour guides/interns/volunteers and their projects, maintaining tour 
and interaction schedules, preparing food and feeding animals, preparing and giving 
supplements and medications, observing animal behaviors and overall health and 
wellness, and helping guests. I also make fun and educational videos for our YouTube 
channel.

I have gained more knowledge and experience than I ever imagined I would. I have 
also formed some amazing relationships these beautiful animals. The longer I am 
at CWWC, the more I get to know each and every personality and I am able to better 
understand that animal. I am so happy to have found my home here and am ready to 
continue learning. Howls!

»»  ErikaErika»»  ErikaErika»»  ErikaErika
My name is McKenna Devich and I am from 

Cincinnati, Ohio and have lived there almost my 
entire life. Throughout my life, I had one passion 
that has stuck with me until this day. The passion 
of animals. I had grown up with multiple pets; 
cats, dogs, hamsters, fish, you name it. In high 
school, I also started riding horses and learned 
how to care for them. I loved how I was able 
to take care of them, knowing they had a good 
home and were loved deeply. Animals also have 
always made me feel happy and comforted. As I 
started to get older, my passion kept growing. I 
decided to pursue that passion by going to Ohio 
University to study wildlife and conservation 
biology. I will be going into my senior year to 
finish off my degree.

Once I had gone to school to pursue my 
passion, I got involved in two organizations. The first one is the Ohio University English Hunt Seat 
Equestrian Team. As I mentioned before, I started riding horses in high school so when I went to college, I 
knew I wanted to continue riding as it is something that I love deeply. I have been on the team for about 
two years and I am currently an intermediate rider. The second organization I joined is a student led 
Christian ministry called Cru. Since my senior year of high school, I decided to explore faith more. When I 
arrived at Ohio University, I joined Cru to deepen my faith and gain a great community. This organization 
has made a very big impact on my life. I currently hold a leadership position and strive to lift others up 
while bettering myself as well.

So, you may be wondering how I got to the Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center. First, I knew I wanted 
to go out of state as traveling and seeing more of the world is important to me. Since I have always had 
a passionate love for the mountains, Colorado has been a dream location for me. So, as I was looking 
for internships to apply to, I thought it would be a good idea to see if there were any sanctuaries in 
Colorado. I knew I wanted to care of animals while also being a voice for them since they do not have 
one. When I found CWWC, I knew it sounded so right so I went ahead and applied. This summer has been 
more than what I was expecting. I have gotten the opportunity to be an educator and be a voice for these 
misunderstood animals which has been a goal of mine for a long time. Interning with CWWC has been 
such a rewarding experience. Each day, I have seen peoples view on wolves change completely. This is 
what makes it all so worth it; experiencing people see the true beauty and importance of wildlife and 
have their mindsets completely change. My favorite part of interning has been simply showing love to 
the wolves and being a voice for them. I have gained a lot of skills and knowledge over this summer that 
I will be able to carry on for the rest of my life and for that, I am truly grateful.

»»  McKennaMcKenna»»  McKennaMcKenna»»  McKennaMcKenna



Ron Sutherland isn’t much of a football fan, but 
he has an interest in what Washington’s NFL team 
chooses as a replacement for its soon-to-be-retired 
name. The franchise’s decision could affect the future 
of an endangered species he has spent a decade of his 
career studying.

A chief scientist at the nonprofit Wildlands Network 
in Durham, N.C., Sutherland is among those in favor 
of Red Wolves, which has been endorsed by a segment 
of the team’s fan base. The red wolf is on the brink 
of going extinct in the wild for a second time, and 
Sutherland suggested the exposure that would come 
with an NFL team naming itself after the animal could 
only help its chance of survival.

“It would mean a lot of the country would suddenly 
hear something about the story of this animal, and 
that’s what the red wolf needs,” Sutherland said in 
a phone interview. “You’ve got this incredibly dire 
conservation going on right now, and people don’t 
even know about it. I think it would bring recognition 
to the red wolf.”

If you hadn’t heard of the red wolf before it emerged 
as a potential replacement name for Washington’s NFL 
team, or perhaps wondered whether it was even a real 

animal, you’re not alone. There are a lot of people who 
wish it weren’t.

At the behest of state officials and landowners who 
opposed the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s red wolf 
reintroduction program in eastern North Carolina, 
Congress commissioned a nearly $400,000 study in 
2018 to determine whether red wolves were a distinct 
species or a genetic hybrid of the coyote, a plentiful 
member of the canine family not eligible for federal 
protection under the Endangered Species Act. The 
evidence of the study by the National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering and Medicine, released in April 
2019, supported the classification of the contemporary 
red wolf as a distinct species, tracing the animal back 
to ancestors that lived more than 10,000 years ago.

Red wolves were once found from Texas to Florida, 
throughout the southeast and up to New York, so it’s 
likely they once roamed the D.C. area. They were 
wiped out along the Atlantic Coast around 1900 but 
survived along the Gulf Coast and were designated 
an endangered species in 1967. In the late 1970s, as 
the animals increasingly bred with coyotes, Fish and 
Wildlife officials captured the last remaining purebred 
red wolves in Texas and Louisiana and placed them in 

zoos in an attempt to revive the species.
“This is one of the critically endangered 

mammal species on the entire planet,” said 
Sutherland, who has been a vocal advocate for 
red wolf conservation since 2010. “The amazing 
thing is that a lot of Americans have no idea that 
this species is even in our backyard.”

In 1987, the Fish and Wildlife Service launched 
the world’s first effort to restore a native top 
carnivore back to the wild. The agency released 
three pairs of adult red wolves in the Alligator 
River National Wildlife Refuge on eastern North 
Carolina’s Albemarle Peninsula, located inland 
from the Outer Banks. The red wolf population 
in the area peaked at more than 150 in 2006 but 
has since been in decline. Hunters and the Fish 

and Wildlife Service’s management 
of the restoration project are both to 
blame, Sutherland said. While there 
are now roughly 240 red wolves 
in captivity, the Fish and Wildlife 
Service stopped releasing new wolves 
into the wild in 2015.

These days, the red wolf population 
on the Albemarle Peninsula is 
believed to be about 20. A Flickr 
account maintained by Wildlands 
Network features 100,000 publicly 
accessible photographs of red wolves 
and other wildlife taken by cameras 
on the site, including deer, coyotes, 
quail, raccoons and one of the largest 
black bear concentrations in the 
United States.

For the red wolves to stave off 
extinction in the wild, Sutherland said it’s imperative 
that the Fish and Wildlife Service resume releasing 
the wolves from captivity. He also endorses incentive 
programs that would reward locals for having red 
wolves on their property. In the meantime, he and his 
colleagues continue to engage in outreach with hunters 
and farmers who live near the refuge, reassuring them 
that the red wolf, which grows to be between 50 and 
80 pounds, is “not the European ‘Big Bad Wolf’ that’s 
inside our heads.”

“The red wolf has not hurt anybody in 30 years 
down there in North Carolina, which is a pretty 
remarkable legacy,” Sutherland said. “They’re shy 
animals; they don’t really like people.”

Red wolves have several characteristics befitting a 
football team.

“The wolves are efficient top carnivores, and they 
can run down a deer and kill it,” Sutherland said. 
“They can take out things like raccoons and possums 
and beavers. Compared to a coyote, wolves have 

longer legs, and they’re bigger and more muscular 
and stronger. Their territories can be about 50 square 
miles, so they can cover a lot of ground. They’re fast, 
stealthy, disappear into the forest pretty easily when 
they want to. Superlative senses. They’re definitely 
athletic, and they’re beautiful animals. They’re pretty 
amazing.”

Sutherland acknowledged that Washington adopting 
the red wolf as its mascot might perpetuate some of the 
myths and misconceptions about the species that he 
has worked hard to dispel over the years, with several 
fan-designed logo and uniform mock-ups for the name 
featuring slash marks and fangs. Still, he sees a lot more 
potential good resulting from the red wolf entering the 
national consciousness.

“One would hope the current Redskins fans would 
show some love toward the red wolf and doing more to 
help save the species, because you wouldn’t want your 
mascot to go extinct in the wild again,” Sutherland 
said. “I don’t really see any negatives. I think it makes 
sense to have an animal mascot, and I think having a 
red wolf would be a great choice.”

Red Wolves Name for Washington Could 
Help Save the Species, Scientist Says

By Scott Allen  |  The Washington Post  |  July 14, 2020

The parents of a 7-week-old red wolf pup keep an eye on their offspring 
at the Museum of Life and Science in Durham, N.C. (Gerry Broome/AP)

A red wolf. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)



the BACKBONe Of COLORADO WOLf AND WILDLIfe CeNteR
The Center was created by me in 1993. My first newsletter edition was titled, “I HAVE A 

DREAM”. Throughout the many years  of operation there is much history of the evolution of 
this beautiful place. I have had some wonderful people in my life who has believed in my 
mission and has helped me get where I am , however people do move on with their lives. 
There have been times with non-stop work and responsibilities I had found myself mentally 
exhausted and when that happened, my creativity and drive started to dim. I was working 
on auto pilot and I needed help.  That is when my universe opened a door and Rick walked 
through and came into my life and gave me a renewed sense of vision and balance.

When I met Rick almost 6 years ago on Christmas Eve, I remember that he told me he was 
handy doing many different types of projects. I had no idea! I thought maybe fixing a leaky 
pipe or replacing a broken handle. The Center is always a project of construction repairs, 
computer issues, security systems, building new things, repairing old things, making the 
grounds look beautiful and so much more that I cannot possibly list everything. Rick has done 
all of these things and continues to keep the Center improving every day.

Thank you Rick for all that you do and to my staff and volunteers of CWWC for helping to 
make this Center one of the best sanctuaries and education facility in the world.

Below are some photos that I want to share with you of just some of what Rick has accomplished year to date. Keep in mind that this is all done by 
hand with no equipment as the enclosures are already existing and needed to be replaced as time has taken its toll on them.

BEFORE:BEFORE:BEFORE:BEFORE:

ANDAND
  SO IT  SO IT
    BEGINS...    BEGINS...

ANDAND
  SO IT  SO IT
    BEGINS...    BEGINS...

10x10 Panels10x10 PanelsBefore the New 10x10Before the New 10x10 The Construction The Construction 
    of a 10x10    of a 10x10

continues on next page...



PROJECT STARTED IN MAY 2020 - 5 ENCLOSURES SO FAR
Road base hauled in by a wheelbarrow to each 10x10. 30 tons or 60,000 pounds 

80 pounds of concrete that he carried to each pole and mixed. 10.5 pallets @ 3,400 
pounds each 

88 pounds block that was carried by hand. 11 pallets @ 3200# each 
190 poles with 5” dia. and 30 - 7”dia poles 8’ and some 10’ in length 

3 new 10x10 security cubes at entrance to each enclosure. There are 4 and each one 
weighs around 200# for each panel. 

2 miles of electric wire 
570 insulators 

50# of nails 
50# of screws 

2 M800 fence chargers installed.

The total cost for 5 enclosures is approximately $15,000 each, totaling $75,000.

GOAL FOR 2020/2021 - 6 More enclosures PLUS our new Red Wolf equals 
approximately $105,000.

AFTER:AFTER:AFTER:AFTER: Kekoa’s Completed 10x10Kekoa’s Completed 10x10

Completed EnclosureCompleted Enclosure

A Finishing Touch...A Finishing Touch...

Completed 10x10Completed 10x10

MEETMEET
   RICK   RICK

MEETMEET
   RICK   RICK

...the face behind all the construction!...the face behind all the construction!



TCRAS
Teller County Regional Animal Shelter

tcrascolorado.org · 719.686.7707

SLVAWS
San Luis Valley Animal Welfare Society

slvaws.org · 719.587.woof (9663)

SLVAWS 
ADOPTION FAIR 

Every Saturday 10am-4pm 
at the Petco in Colorado Springs 

5020 N. Nevada 

Smooch on this pooch. Hela, 
rhymes with “mella’,” which she 
is.  6 year old, 80 lb. love.  Mastiff/
boxer, spayed, all vac’s, chipped.  
Good with other dogs.

AGE: 1 year  |  SEX: Male/Neutered 
Boxer Mix

One year old boxer mix sweetie.  Great 
with other dogs, children. Surrender.  

Had a big yard in his former home but 
was ignored, got bored: No chickens, 

please.  ~50 lbs, neutered, all vac’s, 
chipped. He appears frightened;  he just 

arrived at our shelter.  

<< Hela

Jester >>

Because 
of COVID-19 we are currently 

not doing adoptions at N. Nevada Petco;  
however, our shelter near San Luis, CO, is open 

every day by appointment. 
Please call 719-587-WOOF (9663) if you are 

interested giving a dog a home.  We are 
COVID-19 free at the shelter.

UPDATE  April 2020 - Our shelter is still open for adoptions, but 
we are asking that you call ahead and make an appointment 

before coming in to the shelter - 719.686.7707. Thank you![                            ]
AGE: 2 years old  |  SEX: Male/Neutered 

Domestic Shorthair/Mix

This handsome cat is an indoor cat that uses 
his litterbox. Toby does not like being in a 

shelter he wants to be in a home where he 
can play, sunbathe, be a lap warmer and just 
to be there for you to talk to. Please call and 

set up an appointment.

AGE: 3 1/2 years old  |  SEX: Male/Neutered  |  Retriever/Mix 

Hi, I’m Claymore! I’m a sweet, gentle boy with the most soulful eyes you’ve ever 
seen. I’m loyal, playful, and full of love. I’m an excellent climber and love to go 

exploring - can you keep up? Lets go on an adventure!

Toby >>

<< Claymore


