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The Colorado Wolf 
and Wildlife Center

is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization certified by 
the Association of Zoos & 

Aquariums (AZA). Look for 
this logo whenever you 

visit a zoo or aquarium as 
your assurance that you 
are supporting a facility 
dedicated to providing 

excellent care for animals, 
a great experience for you, 

and a better future for all 
living things.

The contents of the material 
we include in our newsletter 
does not necessarily reflect 

the views of CWWC. We 
collect information from 
other organizations, the 
web, news feeds, and/or 

other sources. We choose 
articles that are in the 

related field of education 
and conservation.

CERTIFIED BY

TO SUBSCRIBE to our 
monthly newsletter, go to 

wolfeducation.org and sign 
up on the newsletter page.

CONTACT US
tours@wolfeducation.org 
PO Box 713 Divide, CO 

80814 719.687.9742

While we are all coping with our new way 
of life, you can still stay up to date with the 
animals here at CWWC.  We are working to 
keep you involved in the work we are doing 
here, knowing how our animals are doing, and 
staying educated about wildlife news. 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel: 
ColoradoWolf&WildlifeCenter

We post bi-weekly videos of the training and 
enrichment we are providing for our animals. 
Our bi-weekly educational vlog about wolves–
Wolf Wisdom with Erika–talks about the wolf 
reintroduction of wolves in Colorado, and 
other hot topics.

Follow us on Facebook: 
Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center

Thursdays between 3-4pm we have a Ask a 
Keeper livestream where you can ask us all 
those questions you’ve been dying to know.  
Every Friday at 8pm we post a video of one of 

our keepers howling with the wolves for the 
Go Outside and Howl at 8 movement.  We also 
share current wildlife events and stories that 
are happening around the world to keep you 
informed.

Follow us on Instagram: 
cowolfcenter

We post pictures of our beautiful animals, share 
stories of what we are doing around the center, 
and keep you up to date on everything wolf and 
wildlife related.  Keep your eye on our story for 
fun videos of the day to day lives of our wolves 
and keepers.
We will also be doing monthly and possibly 
weekly giveaways and sales.  These will only be 
announced on our social media so make sure 
you follow us on every platform and turn on 
your notifications.

We hope to give you something to look 
forward to every day!

| SOCIAL  MEDIA  HAPPENINGS | FIGHTING
#114FOR

Colorado has been missing the 
wolf for 75 years. Some come 
and go, but in order to restore the 
balance, and have long-term 
success, a plan to reintroduce 
them is necessary.
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With the election on wolf restoration Proposition114 
fast approaching, I’d like to offer an honest portrayal of 
wolves, based on science and decades of boots-on-the-
ground experience. My aim is not to lobby you to vote 
for or against Prop 114. How you vote is your choice. 
But if you fancy yourself a responsible citizen, it is 
your duty to cast an informed vote. I aim to help in that 
regard.

As a wildlife biologist, I have been involved in wolf 
research and recovery for 40 years. I am the only 
one in the country with intimate knowledge of every 
wolf recovery effort since 1980. I served as the first 
leader of the historic efforts to restore the endangered 
red wolf to the southeastern U.S. and gray wolf to 
Yellowstone National Park. As a state legislator for the 
past 14 years, I have gained intimate knowledge of wolf 
recovery’s legal aspects. I understand the generalities 
and specifics of wolf restoration and management 
better than most people.

Here I consider the scientific consensus from decades 
of living with and researching wolves. More details on 
the following claims can be found at Colorado State 
University’s Center for Human/Carnivore Coexistence .

WOLVES AND HUMAN SAFETY
Wolves represent a tiny threat to human safety. In 

North America, from 1900 to 2000, no healthy wolf 
killed a human being. There has been an absence of 
dangerous interactions between humans and wolves 
in Minnesota, Michigan, and Wisconsin, even though 
22 million people live in those states alongside 5,000 
wolves. The same pattern holds for Montana, Wyoming, 
Idaho, Canada, and many European countries despite 
thousands of wolves and tens of millions of people. 

Nearly all wolves are shy and avoid people. 
Encounters between the two are rare. Those that do 
occur typically have resulted from mistaken identities, 
defensive reactions, habituation, or a person getting 
between wolves and a dog they were attacking.  

Lightning strikes, bee stings, car collisions with deer, 
inclement weather, or random shootings represent a 
much more significant threat to humans than wolves.  

WOLVES AND LIVESTOCK
It is the atypical wolf that kills livestock, and losses 

to wolves represent an insignificant percentage of 
livestock on public and private range. Consequently, 
nowhere do depredations represent a threat to 
livestock industries. However, depredations can be 
problematic for individual ranchers. Fortunately, there 
are good management tools at the ready for preventing 
and resolving conflicts.

It has always been a challenge for ranchers, 
especially those who choose to rely on public land, to 
reduce livestock loss (from various causes) and ensure 
sufficient weight gain before animals are slaughtered 
for profit. But for the vast majority, that challenge is 
not influenced by wolves.   

WOLVES AND BIG GAME
For gray wolves, hunting is a dangerous and mostly 

unsuccessful endeavor. Injuries are common, and about 
80% of hunts end in failure. Wolves often starve to death. 
Despite the difficulties and dangers, wolf predation has 
the potential to influence prey populations.  

Despite this potential, game and fish departments in 
Minnesota, Michigan, Wisconsin, Montana, Wyoming 
and Idaho routinely report outstanding, if not record, 
opportunities to hunt big game throughout wolf range. 
In Montana, my home state, there are areas in wolf 
country where elk are so abundant that one can hunt 
them six months out of the year. 

Throughout wolf country in the U.S., big game 
hunting remains a viable recreational pursuit. It is 
foolish to suggest that Colorado, which supports 
hundreds of thousands more deer and elk than the 
other states, would experience something different.

But beyond big game hunting, wolf predation has the 
potential to generate ecological benefits. By tending to 
kill prey that are somehow predisposed to predation, 
wolves help cleanse big game herds of the maladies 
that inevitably affect them.  

Wolves are ecological engineers. Their predatory 
habits can cause cascading effects that influence 
numerous animals and plants, providing badly needed 
balance to nature. These effects can lead to more plant 
growth and, in turn, greater biological diversity. Aldo 
Leopold, the father of wildlife management, explained 
this clearly in his seminal essay "Thinking Like a 

Mountain":  
“Since then I have lived to see state after state 

extirpate its wolves. I have watched the face of many 
of newly wolfless mountains and seen the south-facing 
slopes wrinkle with a maze of many new deer trails. 
I have seen every edible bush and seedling browsed, 
first to anemic desuetude, and then to death … Such 
a mountain looks as if someone had given God a new 
pruning shears and forbidden Him all other activities 
… I suspect just as a deer herd lives in mortal fear of its 
wolves, so does a mountain live in fear of its deer.” 

WOLVES AND DISEASE TRANSMISSION
One of the biggest whoppers offered by opponents 

to wolf restoration is that the animals would transmit 
“tapeworm disease” to humans. Notably, scientific 
evidence notes not a single case of such transmission 
from anywhere in wolf country. Why? Because it is 
so easy to avoid ingesting tapeworm eggs from 
wolves. Simply do not pick up wolf turds. If you 
do feel compelled to pick up wolf turds, do not 
eat them or lick your fingers afterward.  

On the plus side of disease considerations, 
wolves, by routinely selecting disease-
compromised prey, may prove very useful in 
combatting chronic wasting disease (CWD), which 
is common and becoming more so in Colorado’s deer 
and elk herds.

Notably, CWD could become a zoonotic disease by 
passing from deer and elk to humans. In contrast to 
COVID-19, another zoonotic disease, CWD is always 
fatal. Every Coloradan should support efforts to keep 
CWD in check.

An objective, science-based portrayal of wolves leads 
to the conclusion that coexisting with the species is a 
straightforward affair, requiring little accommodation. 
For many, restoring Colorado’s natural balance is worth 
that accommodation. For others, the price is too high.

No matter where you land on the issue, Proposition 
114 provides you and fellow Coloradoans the 
opportunity to take politicians out of the picture and 
determine the future for wolves in Colorado.  

What better use of direct democracy could there be?

Mike Phillips is a wildlife biologist and widely 
recognized expert on wolf recovery, research and 
management.  For the last 14 years he has served in 
the state legislature and currently holds a seat in the 
Montana Senate.

By Mike Phillips  |  Colorado Politics  |  October 13, 2020

Wolves Pose little threat to animals, PeoPle





TCRAS
Teller County Regional Animal Shelter

tcrascolorado.org · 719.686.7707

SLVAWS
San Luis Valley Animal Welfare Society

slvaws.org · 719.587.woof (9663)

SLVAWS 
ADOPTION FAIR 

Every Saturday 10am-4pm 
at the Petco in Colorado Springs 

5020 N. Nevada 

Please open your heart to Moe.  He 
would like a home and family in his 
senior years.  He has been at our 
shelter for 5 years.  His children found 
homes.  He loves car rides and gets to 
run loose on the shelter grounds. Come 
prepared with cooked chicken hand and 
he will jump into your vehicle.  Best as 
only dog.  No children.

This delightful, neutered male 
heeler pup has gorgeous 
markings.  He would love 

another dog for his playmate.  
3 1/2 months old.

<< Moe

Bleu >>

[                           ]UPDATE OCT 1, 2020  - Our shelter is open BY APPOINTMENT 
ONLY.  PLEASE CALL before coming to the shelter for any 

reason - 719.686.7707. Thank you!

AGE: 1 year 5 months  |  SEX: Female/Spayed 
Domestic Shorthair/Mix 

I know I have beautiful markings and eyes, 
but I am a shy cat who needs a home that will 

be patient with me. The last home I was at I 
became overwhelmed with the other animals 

and giving me too much space too quickly. 
Would you be the one for me? I hope so.

AGE: 2 year SEX: Female/Spayed 
Australian Kelpie/Mix

Mandy is a beautiful little girl, who 
is pretty shy. Even though she is 
shy once she gets to know you she 
loves to receive attention. With a 
little time, Mandy is going to make a 
great addition to someone's home. If 
you are interested in this lovely lady 
come by the shelter and meet her.

IRIS >>

<< Mandy

Every Saturday 11am-4pm


