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The Colorado Wolf 
and Wildlife Center

is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization certified by 
the Association of Zoos & 

Aquariums (AZA). Look for 
this logo whenever you 

visit a zoo or aquarium as 
your assurance that you 
are supporting a facility 
dedicated to providing 

excellent care for animals, 
a great experience for you, 

and a better future for all 
living things.

The contents of the material 
we include in our newsletter 
does not necessarily reflect 

the views of CWWC. We 
collect information from 
other organizations, the 
web, news feeds, and/or 

other sources. We choose 
articles that are in the 

related field of education 
and conservation.

CERTIFIED BY

TO SUBSCRIBE to our 
monthly newsletter, go to 

wolfeducation.org and sign 
up on the newsletter page.

CONTACT US
tours@wolfeducation.org 
PO Box 713 Divide, CO 

80814 719.687.9742

CWWC takes the coronavirus very seriously. We feel fortunate to have a 
small Center where we do not have large crowds, however we do know that 
there are risks with everything. We also feel that people are still going to the 
mountains to get away for some stress relief and if they choose to come to our 
Center, we will remain open for now, however that can change depending on 

the circumstances.
Some of the things that CWWC is doing to help is we limit the size of tours and 
events. We provide hand-sanitizer at our front desk station, we allow for people 
to be both inside and out before their tour to minimize a gathering, and people 
on the tour can give distance to each other because there is the space to do so.
We sanitize all surfaces throughout the day and at the end of the evening. 
CWWC keeps updated daily on the latest virus news and will comply with the 

recommendations given by state officials.
Please call us the day before if you can to get our latest update on possible last 

minute closures.
We will always put our customers and associates first, and that commitment 
has never been more important. Our team is working hard to maintain a clean 

environment to promote the health and safety of all who depend on us.
Be safe and lets get through this challenge together.

CWWC

HOW WE ARE HANDLING
THE CORONAVIRUS

We will be closed 3/22/20 - 4/1/20 due to COVID 19.

We w ill be temporally closed to large tour groups 
through 4/17/20.  Please call for updates.

DON’T FORGET 
— TO VOTE —

Cast Your Vote For
Scarlett, The Red Fox

VOTING ENDS APRIL 7th at MIDNIGHT

https://tinyurl.com/divide-mayor

for the new
MAYOR OF DIVIDE!

Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center has been 
nominated in USA Today’s 2020 10Best 

Readers’ Choice travel awards! 

VOTE HERE:

 

Voting ends Monday, April 13th

VOTE Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center
for Best Safari Park

https://tinyurl.com/cwwc10besthttps://tinyurl.com/cwwc10best

Looking upon Rhett & Scarlett, one adjective manifests in my mind: beautiful. They are 
beautiful of visage, mind, and soul. When I found Rhett & Scarlett’s love for each other 
within these images, I broke down in a rain of tears, overcome with emotion as I observed 
the unspoiled, unadulterated love shared between the two foxes. Here I watched them 
frolic, noticing how unconcerned they were with even a fraction of the minutiae that 
plagues our often busy minds, playing simply and freely among an open snow globe; 

their souls were as pure and free as the snowflakes that descended from the sky. 

Photos & Story by Jamie Young

UPDATES:
Please stay healthy.



On February 12th we lost our Dakari. He and his sister Akena were two coyotes that I rescued 
16.5 years ago from a photography farm. They were only a little over 4 weeks old when I had them 
in the house and raised them. At a few months when they became coyotes, they soon went outside. 
They lived with 2 fox kits and became a strange family. A month or so after I noticed both coyotes 
had diarrhea that had a very strong smell. I took them to the vet and they both were positive for 
parvo. I had never treated that before, but I learned step by step and day by day in a spare bedroom 
where I kept them. I learned how to give subcutaneous fluids which were administered throughout 
the day, antibiotics, and nutrition as they refused to eat. After almost 3 weeks they survived.

I gave the male coyote the name Dakari. It means happiness or joy in African.  I named the female 
Akena. Her name means beautiful flower with a glowing light. Both names were fitting to me.

Both Dakari and Akena became great friends even though they sounded like they hated each 
other at times. They both flipped the roles of alpha and who ever was that week usually ate first. 
Both became animals who were valuable to our Center as they helped us provide education about 
the coyote and their importance on this planet.

On January 9th 2020 Akena passed of a gastric torsion which is unusual for small canids. She 
was 16.5 years. Then on February 9th one month after the death of Akena, Dakari came down to 
the front of the enclosure which he never had in his life. He was asking for help as he lost control of 
his back legs. Out of all the 27 years of that I have been caring for wolves, coyote and fox, I had 
never witnessed an animal who was technically wild try and get into a chain link 10x10  security 
gate to ask for help due to pain. I took him to our vet thinking that since he could not walk and given 
his age that to humanely euthanize was the right thing to do. After several x-rays and no sign of a 
break or arthritis that was crippling, we decided to give him some pain medication and see if rest 
and pain therapy would at least give him more time.

for your incredible donation for Back to the Bush koala rehabilitation 
center.  These amazing animals deserve our support and your donation 

really helps us. After a terrible year of fires and drought these gorgeous 
creatures need us more than ever.  Thanks so much for your support!

Kristin Doust and Back to the Bush 
Queensland,  Australia 

Thank you Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center

https://tinyurl.com/back2thebush
To Donate, Visit Their GoFundMe Page: ««»»

He went back to the Center and we had a comfortable bed made in our vet room. After about 
the 4 day he actually stood up and walked. Slowly, but nevertheless he got up on his own. We were 
thrilled and felt that maybe a miracle had happened. 
However, the next day he was bad again and on February 
12th, he crossed the rainbow bridge.

I will always remember him for his big beautiful golden 
eyes and his yippy yap that after years became hoarse 
and broken. He was amazing in so many ways and 
taught tens of thousands of people the meaning of the 
iconic coyote and his great purpose in our ecosystem.

Forever I will hear you and see your image in your 
enclosure.

Love,
Your mom

Dakari COYOTE | 2002 - 2020



“His eye! Did he lose it?” It was so bloody.
I was looking at the aftermath of a serious brawl on the 

face of this lion. Like an old man with a receding hairline, 
the wisps of his blondish mane resembled something like a 
mohawk. Thus his name. Mohawk was part of a coalition 
with two others that has ruled this part of Lebala for an 
unusually long time. It seemed change was coming.

Spencer, my guide, told me his attackers were good 
at raking the face. One especially. “Sebastian’s real bad 
news.”

I took a few photographs then pulled out my binoculars. 
These lions are used to vehicles. As long as we don’t roll 
over them, they’ll take a lethargic glance then go back to 
doing what lions do best — snooze. Mohawk, however, 
was recovering. We were close but I wanted as good 
a view as I could get of his left eye. He hadn’t lost it. I 
was relieved at least for that small triumph. Some lions 
Spencer had mentioned had lost eyes in fights. Could we 
say Mohawk was lucky? He rolled over. “Ouch.” His right 
hind leg and abdomen weren’t much better.

We left him in what Spencer dubbed the “ICU” and 
found his two companions close by. They are bonded. 
One looked like he was on fire with a brilliant red mane. 
The other, only inches away, was the dominant one.

Lebala is a “camp” (I’d call it a resort) located in a 
private concession in the Linyanti Wetlands of Botswana. 
A geographic area that works in a similar way to that 
of the Okavango Delta though on a much smaller scale. 
Water flows into both regions from the rains that fall 
high up in Angola. The Okavango floods and its water 
becomes trapped in the Delta to evaporate or drain into 
the Kalahari sand. The Linyanti floods as well but its water, 
if there is enough, flows beyond towards Chobe National 
Park. A tourist passing through would be hard pressed 
to tell the difference between the Okavango and Linyanti 
deltas. The animals come to both for the same reason: the 
water rises as the dry season begins.

Mohawk had been attacked some time during the 
night. On my arrival to Lebala, I met a couple who had 
found him that morning. They had missed the battle but 
not the results. They had pictures of his wounds — blood 
still flowing.

We followed the intruders’ tracks to the south and found 
Old Gun belly up, lying in the road. Sebastian was hidden 
well in the shade of a thick bush. It had been two against 
three...or had it? It would be easy to assume that three 

adult male lions could 
easily dispatch two. That 
is without considering 
the individuals involved. 
Lions have personalities. 
Spencer believes the 
dominant male recruited 
the others, especially Mohawk, to do his fighting for him. 
Apparently, not all lions are fighters. Could it be that the 
fight was actually two against one? Perhaps it was just 
Mohawk and Sebastian. If Mohawk could talk...

I wanted a better look at Sebastian. On the morning I 
left, both he and Old Gun were sheltered from the mid-
morning sun under another bush. I could see more of him, 
but I still wasn’t satisfied. I thought, just maybe, I could see 
why he was “real bad news.” It’s hard to tell the character 
of a slumbering beast. I was told they had come into the 
area and started killing lions. The females and young 
separated and fled.

We found one mother with two very large cubs hunting. 
Her daughter, apparently curious, sat up to take a peek 
at the action — the zebra noticed. The hunt was over. Her 
son walked into the open with a mohawk of his own just 
sprouting, the kind young males all acquire. He greeted his 
sister and started calling for mom. She ignored him. The 
cubs backtracked to where they last saw her and followed 
her sent. The young female found her first. The young 
male nearly fell on top of her. She growled and bared her 
teeth. Irritated? Was she hungry? Had she relished the 
few moments alone? Or was he just too big for this kind 

of a mischievous 
greeting now? They 
soon settled down 
for a nap. We 
found them again 
the next day further 
north and farther 
away from the 
battle ground.

Lion tracks were all over the area. I had visited three 
camps in the Okavango Delta before coming to Lebala. 
I saw lions in every one. They are a feature in zoos 
worldwide. They are on signs and in advertisements. 
I’ve seen them on family crests. I’ve watched them on TV 
and in movies (think of MGM’s famous yet adulterated 
roaring lion). It would seem that lions are everywhere. 
They used to be. Lions roamed Africa, Asia (only about 
500 still do)1, Europe (Including the British Isles), and even 
North America. They have diminished. Not in the mind 
but in reality. A century ago, Africa had approximately 
200,000 lions. Today there are about 20,000. Only the 
largest national parks and of those the best managed have 
populations that are not in serious threat of disappearing.2 

An appetite for lion bone and organs fuels poaching. The 
excesses of trophy hunting cuts down vital members of 
the population. And an increasing human presence is 
pushing into more lion habitat and fueling angst, anxiety, 
and anger against the species. Lions are being poisoned. 
20,000 may sound like a large number...I live in Aurora 
Colorado. The population of this small segment of the 
much larger Denver metropolitan area is 363,550.3 The 
current number of residents living in this city is larger than 
that of lions in all of Africa even 100 years ago. There is 
still plenty of room in our minds for these regal creatures. 
Is there enough room in our hearts? Mohawk’s life is hard 
enough without adding such human conflict.

They’re back! Sebastian and Old Gun were resting 
close to where we last saw Mohawk and his companions. 
Where was Mohawk? How was he? And his companions? 
Spencer and KB, my tracker, tried hard to find them. I 
would soon be leaving. Sadly, we couldn’t find them.

The morning before this we noticed that the red maned 
male was limping. Had he fought as well? Despite the limp 
he looked much better than Mohawk. Had he escaped? 
Had Mohawk been trapped? What Spencer had to say 
about Mohawk is cemented in my mind. “Mohawk is a 
fighter.”

I’ll fight for him. I’ll fight for them all.

MOHAWK
by David Friend

To fight for lions like Mohawk, go to 
panthera.org, click on the menu, then on 

“Get Involved” and sign up.

References: 1wwfindia.org, 2panthera.org, 
3colorado-demographics.com

The Red Maned Male

The Dominant Male

Old Gun

Sebastian



POWELL — The number of wolves in Yellowstone 
National Park has risen in the past year, according to 
Doug Smith, the park’s senior wildlife biologist.

Park officials believe there were 80 wolves in Yellowstone 
last year, as compared to 94 — living in eight separate 
packs — this year, Smith said during a live presentation on 
Facebook last week.

In 2003, the park had as many as 174 wolves, spread 
across 16 different packs.

The March 3 presentation came in commemoration 
of the 25th anniversary of wolves being reintroduced to 
Yellowstone. Smith spoke about the impact of wolves in 
the region, hoping to dispel many of the “myths” about 
the species, including its toll on the Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem elk population.

“We do have fewer elk, but they’re not gone,” he 
said. “They’re probably the healthiest elk herd in North 
America because they’re culled by predators.”

Between 20,000 to 25,000 elk were in Yellowstone prior 
to the reintroduction; Smith said about 8,000 remain.

Now, “it’s more ecologically appropriate,” he said.
Wolves’ choice of food is one of three main reasons 

the reintroduction program has been controversial: Smith 
said they compete with humans for game animals; they 
occasionally kill livestock; and some consider wolves a 
human safety threat.

“The last one is the least effective argument because 

wolves are probably the least dangerous of all the 
carnivores in North America,” he said.

Wolf hunting is legal in the three states bordering the 
park and wolves involved in livestock depredation are 
removed from the ecosystem, Smith said.

Yellowstone wolves typically only live five to six years, 
he added.

The park is broadcasting a live presentation about 
wolves each Tuesday through March on the Yellowstone 
National Park Facebook page.

Smith, who has been studying wolves since 1979, came 
to the park in 1994 as a biologist for the wolf reintroduction 
project.

Yellowstone National Park/Courtesy Photo

Wolf Numbers Increase In YellowstoneWolf Numbers Increase In Yellowstone
By Mark Davis Powell | Tribune Via Wyoming News Exchange | March 11, 2020

BOISE — Conservation groups 
finalized details of an agreement 
Wednesday setting limits on the 
killing of wolves by federal agencies 
in Idaho and banning the statewide 
use of M-44 cyanide bombs, 
according to a press release issued by 
environmental organizations.

This settlement comes after the 
9th Circuit Court of Appeals reversed 
a lower court ruling that dismissed a 
lawsuit challenging Wildlife Services’ 
statewide wolf-killing program in 
Idaho.

The new restrictions also apply 
to wolf snares and will remain 
in place until the USDA Wildlife 
Services completes an analysis on 
the environmental impacts of killing 
wolves.

M-44 traps are commonly used 
to kill coyotes and predators that 

threaten livestock.
“Cyanide bombs and traps are 

vicious and indiscriminate, and 
too often lead to the suffering of 
nontarget wildlife and pets” said 
Andrea Santarsiere, a senior attorney 
at the Center for Biological Diversity, 
in a press release.

The settlement also blocks 
Wildlife Services from engaging in 
lethal activities targeting wolves in 
wilderness areas throughout Idaho, 
including the Boulder-White Cloud 
Complex, Big Jacks Creek, Little Jacks 
Creek, Bruneau-Jarbidge Rivers, 
Craters of the Moon, Frank Church-
River of No Return, Gospel-Hump, 
Hells Canyon, North Fork Owyhee, 
Owyhee River, Pole Creek, Sawtooth 
and Selway-Bitterroot, according to 
the press release.

The Sawtooth and Hells Canyon 

national recreation areas and specified 
public lands in the Sawtooth Valley 
and Wood River Valley are also off-
limits.

“The federal government won’t 
be aerially gunning wolves in the 
upper Clearwater, the Lolo Zone, 
based upon a false narrative that elk 
declines are due to predation,” said 
Gary McFarlane, executive director 
of Friends of the Clearwater.

The plaintiffs bringing the case 
were Western Watersheds Project, 
the Center for Biological Diversity, 
Friends of the Clearwater, WildEarth 
Guardians and Predator Defense. 
They were represented by attorneys 
from Advocates for the West and 
Western Watersheds Project.

Idaho court restricts wolf-killing, bans Idaho court restricts wolf-killing, bans 
M-44 cyanide bombsM-44 cyanide bombs

By Farm & Ranch Staff | Intermountain Farm & Ranch | March 11, 2020

Photo by John Karen Hollingsworth

Gray wolf (Canis lupus), courtesy of US Fish and Wildlife Service.

— We did it! —
We made our matching goal of $5,000.00 to split and 
send to the Australia Zoo for the burn victims and our 
very own Dr. Kristin Doust of Divide, Colorado who 
now lives and works as an emergency veterinarian for 
sick and injured wildlife. She and her husband Tim are 
in the process of building a rehabilitation center on 

their property so they can have constant care.

Thank you to all of the people who contributed to help 
the wildlife victims of the devastating Australia fires. 
May the power of love and compassion never disappear.

Darlene Kobobel,  Founder/CEO



TCRAS
Teller County Regional Animal Shelter

tcrascolorado.org · 719.686.7707

SLVAWS
San Luis Valley Animal Welfare Society

slvaws.org · 719.587.woof (9663)

SLVAWS 
ADOPTION FAIR 

Every Saturday 10am-4pm 
at the Petco in Colorado Springs 

5020 N. Nevada 

Red gets along with children, adults, and other dogs.  
Lively, loves to play. House trained, kennel trained. Only 

45 pounds, 5 years old. Neutered, all vac’s, microchipped.  
Recent vet checkup.  Ideal size, great hiking, running 

partner.  Loves to sleep in bed with you!!  He is currently in 
foster in Cascade, CO. 

Buster is a gorgeous 9 year old pure bred German Shepherd.  His owner 
died.  He can reach a maximum speed of 15 MPH and acts like a puppy.  
He has been in a pen all his life.  He loves to play with other dogs, great 
with children and adults, and would love hikes.  Neutered, all vacc’s, 
microchipped. Available in his current home in Alamosa. 

AGE: 3 y 7 m 24 d

SEX: Male/Neutered

Grey/White Domestic Shorthair/Mix

Handsome boy with long legs and a 
lot of personality. He is an energetic, 
smart, social butterfly and doesn’t 
seem to be reactive to other dogs.

AGE: 4 y 6 m 19 d

SEX: Male/Neutered

 Domestic Shorthair/Mix

Jack is a natural born hunter, and 
would probably help keep the pests 

away.  He’s a very affectionate young 
man laying in your lap and purring 

up a storm is his next favorite 
activity when he’s not on the prowl.

Red >>

<< Ruffles

Jack >>

<< Buster




