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The Colorado Wolf 
and Wildlife Center

is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization certified by 
the Association of Zoos & 

Aquariums (AZA). Look for 
this logo whenever you 

visit a zoo or aquarium as 
your assurance that you 
are supporting a facility 
dedicated to providing 

excellent care for animals, 
a great experience for you, 

and a better future for all 
living things.

The contents of the material 
we include in our newsletter 
does not necessarily reflect 

the views of CWWC. We 
collect information from 
other organizations, the 
web, news feeds, and/or 

other sources. We choose 
articles that are in the 

related field of education 
and conservation.

CERTIFIED BY

TO SUBSCRIBE to our 
monthly newsletter, go to 

wolfeducation.org and sign 
up on the newsletter page.

CONTACT US
tours@wolfeducation.org 
PO Box 713 Divide, CO 

80814 719.687.9742

While we are all coping with our new way 
of life, you can still stay up to date with the 
animals here at CWWC.  We are working to 
keep you involved in the work we are doing 
here, knowing how our animals are doing, and 
staying educated about wildlife news. 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel: 
ColoradoWolf&WildlifeCenter

We post bi-weekly videos of the training and 
enrichment we are providing for our animals. 
Our bi-weekly educational vlog about wolves–
Wolf Wisdom with Erika–talks about the wolf 
reintroduction of wolves in Colorado, and 
other hot topics.

Follow us on Facebook: 
Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center

Thursdays between 3-4pm we have a Ask a 
Keeper livestream where you can ask us all 
those questions you’ve been dying to know.  
Every Friday at 8pm we post a video of one of 

our keepers howling with the wolves for the 
Go Outside and Howl at 8 movement.  We also 
share current wildlife events and stories that 
are happening around the world to keep you 
informed.

Follow us on Instagram: 
cowolfcenter

We post pictures of our beautiful animals, share 
stories of what we are doing around the center, 
and keep you up to date on everything wolf and 
wildlife related.  Keep your eye on our story for 
fun videos of the day to day lives of our wolves 
and keepers.
We will also be doing monthly and possibly 
weekly giveaways and sales.  These will only be 
announced on our social media so make sure 
you follow us on every platform and turn on 
your notifications.

We hope to give you something to look 
forward to every day!

| SOCIAL  MEDIA  HAPPENINGS |

for all of your support  with our bonfire fundraiser this month! With all 
of your purchases, we were able to raise $2,966.81 for the Colorado 
Wolf Coexistence Fund! I collaborated with Bonfire by giving them the 
design concept, and their talented designers brought those ideas to life. 
Everyone who purchased something from this fundraiser will carry a 
little piece of our center with them as Isha is the howling wolf featured 
in the design. 
Portions of the fund may be used to support non-lethal anti-predation 
measures to reduce conflicts between ranchers and wolves. Non-lethal 
anti-predation measures include range riders, livestock dogs, hazing, 
fladry, improved fencing, and reducing attractants such as carcasses left 
in the field. The proceeds that CWWC has gotten from this fundraiser will 
go directly into our Coexistence Fund to ensure the long term success of 
wolves when they arrive in Colorado in 2023! 

Howls of gratitude!
-Kelly M, Lead Caretaker @ CWWC

Well, not really. CWWC is not only a sanCtuary 
but also rehabilates small mammals as Well. this 
neW Cage Will be for injured birds suCh as raven’s, 
oWls, or any bird that is more on the larger  size. 
CWWC also reCeived a grant from Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife to helP ConstruCt another Pen for our 
rehab animals. ComPletion Will be this sPring.

RYLEE TRYING TO BREAK 
FISH � DAN OUT OF JAIL!



Being an avid outdoorsman means that you may find yourself looking for 
products that are well insulating against the elements for camping. There are many 
reasons why some prefer down products over synthetic materials, and your choice 

may come down to price, durability, or ethical reasons. Down is extremely 
lightweight compared to synthetic counterpart products, is very durable 

as well as compressible for packability if you find yourself limited 
on space. These products are indeed more expensive and tend to 
lose insulation properties when down gets wet, as well. Synthetic 
options, however, are bulkier and less packable, but retain warmth 
when wet, and more budget friendly. When it comes to the ethics 
regarding harvesting down, it may be enough to sway you in the 

direction of synthetic, or at the very least push you to splurge on 
name brand down products, as they make it a point to take a stand 

against unethical treatment of animals.
Down is often generically considered to be the bird’s feathers, when 

in reality down and primary feathers are different. Though the feathers 
can be used for household goods, décor and clothing, the down is most 

desirable for its warmth, since they are the feathers which keep waterfowl 
warm. The background behind why down is great for warmth comes down 

to the fiber’s structure. Each plume contains many tiny strands. Each strand 
is covered in thousands of insanely small barbs and hooks which interlock with 

one another to create a honeycomb structure, perfect for insulation (Appalachian 
Mountain Club). Down was traditionally sourced from Geese, however, in recent 
years with a decline in geese production the price of down has risen, resulting in 
manufacturers to source down from ducks. The American Down and Feather 
Council states that “80 percent of the down and feathers used globally [are] 
produced in China; the majority – 90 percent – come from ducks…” (Gentle 
World). 

There are three methods for which down is harvested: gathering, live plucking, 
and post-mortem harvesting. Gathering of the feathers is undoubtedly the most 
humane method, however it is time consuming, and is not considered to be 
efficient to large companies wanting the most “bang for their buck” when it comes 
to down products. Gathering down is done when the birds are naturally molting 
– or shedding their feathers. This process is accelerated by brushing or combing 
the feathers, encouraging them to fall out faster. The second process, live plucking, 
involves holding down the goose or duck by the neck or wings while the desired 

feathers are plucked. Sometimes the bird’s skin will get torn during the process, 
resulting in the bird being haphazardly sewn up (commonly without sterilization 
or analgesic to relieve pain) and left to recover. Wings will also be dislocated, or 
broken during live-plucking, in which no action is taken to stabilize to secure the 
damaged wing. This process is then repeated every 6-7 weeks until the bird’s 
eventual death, either from slaughter for meat/organs or from trauma during the 
plucking process. Birds could possibly live several years in these conditions. Down 
was originally considered a by-product of the meat and egg industry. However, 
the Swedish documentary “Kalla Fakta” (translates to “Cold Facts” in Swedish) 
in 2009 found that 50-80 % of down came from live-plucking birds. The China 
Feather and Down Industrial Association denied these claims, but shortly after, 
IKEA independently verified the data and cancelled all down orders from China 
for a time (Gentle World). 

The third method is to harvest down feathers after the birds are slaughtered. 
This method gives the birds a multi-purpose life, meaning that birds could be 
raised to produce eggs, meat/organs, as well as down and feathers. These birds 
are often force fed, and once they are the desired size to be slaughtered, they will 
be killed. Once the bird is deceased, their bodies are plucked first, followed by 
harvesting the meat/organs. 

The Responsible Down Standard (RDS) is “an independent, voluntary, global 
standard…giving companies the option to certify their [down] products…even 
if there is no legislation requiring them to do so” (Responsible Down Standard). 
The RDS stands for the “holistic respect for animal welfare of the birds against 
the removal of down or feathers from live birds and force-feeding birds. From 
hatchling to slaughter”. Some bigger named companies which participate in RDS 
include: Arcteryx, Columbia, Eddie Bauer, J.C. Penny, L.L. Bean, Marmot, Sorel, 
Outdoor Research, R.E.I and North Face. The company Patagonia has similar 
standards, but they use the Global Traceable Down Standard for all of their down 
products. Global TDS, follows with the same standards as Responsible Down 
Standards, however, the Global Traceable down uses a chain of custody component 
to physically track each bird’s down from the farm they are raised on, all the way 
to the manufacturer and supplier locations, to ensure each product is indeed free 
from animal cruelty. In addition to this, Global TDS also “…provides education 
and training on animal welfare and traceability requirements at each level of the 
supply chain” (Global TDS). They provide education and training because they 
firmly believe that educating people about these horrific practices, the industry can 
move away from poor animal welfare practices.

Taking all of these points into consideration, there are many companies which 
promote ethical treatment of animals, if you decide to purchase a down product. 

— How Down is Harvested —
Amanda Kalbow | December 2020



A BALL THAT WON’T A BALL THAT WON’T 
STAY PUMPED UPSTAY PUMPED UP

AN ADULT AN ADULT 
CHRISTMAS ONESIECHRISTMAS ONESIE

AN EMPTY WICKER AN EMPTY WICKER 
BASKETBASKET

A COMPUTER SELF HELP A COMPUTER SELF HELP 
BOOK PUBLISHED IN 1993BOOK PUBLISHED IN 1993

AN EMPTY WINE AN EMPTY WINE 
GIFT BOXGIFT BOX

DDayay 1 1

DDayay 3 3 DDayay 4 4

DDayay 2 2

DDayay 5... 5.. .

For 
christmas 
this year, 

we gave our 
wolves 12 

days of the 
worst gifts. 



TWO DIFFERENT SIZED SHOESTWO DIFFERENT SIZED SHOES

A WICKER BROOMA WICKER BROOM

AN UGLY SWEATERAN UGLY SWEATER

DDayay 6 6

DDayay 8 8

DDayay 7 7

To Be 
Continued in 
The January 
Newsletter...



Yukon’s story is a very sad one.  She was purchased by an individual who 
moved out of state 4 years ago.  He left her behind with another person 
who lived in the home.  Yukon has been living in small  8 x 10 kennel on a 
chain ever since. She and  a male companion lived in the kennel for several 
years.  Her male companion died 2 years ago. All told Yukon has lived in the 
8 x 10 kennel, on a chain, for 4 years.  She is never taken for walks and has 
no enrichment.  She is fed and her kennel is occasionally cleaned, but she is 
basically all alone.

A neighbor husband and wife have been going to visit Yukon, and they often 
take her some chicken treats.  The current owner of the home has agreed that 
that the neighbors can try to find a safe placement for her.

This poor girl needs an experienced home or a sanctuary.  Otherwise she will 
spend the rest of her days in that small kennel until she dies.

Yukon is spayed and may have had some vaccinations but when she had 
them is not known.  Yukon is shy with people but she is not aggressive.  When 
the neighbors bring her treats, she will come to the fence, and she allows 
them to pet her.

She has not been around any other animals since her companion died, and 
she has never been around children or small animals.

No canine – wolf dog or dog  --  should be forced to live such solitary 
confinement,  isolated from a real life without any companionship, exercise, 
affection, or attention.  She deserves to get out of that awful place as soon 
as possible.

If you can help Yukon or know anyone who can, please contact the 
compassionate neighbor Stephen Klinkhammer at  spklink60@gmail.com; 
(870) 591-6802.

Please Help Yukon get her Christmas Miracle!

Susan Weidel
Rescue Coordinator
W.O.L.F. Sanctuary
Rist Canyon, CO
sweidel@wolfsanctuary.net; weidel@uwyo.edu
(307) 399-4746

Yukon Needs a Christmas Miracle





TCRAS
Teller County Regional Animal Shelter

tcrascolorado.org · 719.686.7707

SLVAWS
San Luis Valley Animal Welfare Society

slvaws.org · 719.587.woof (9663)

SLVAWS 
ADOPTION FAIR 

Every Saturday 10am-4pm 
at the Petco in Colorado Springs 

5020 N. Nevada 

Shy-Anne is the orange pup on the right.  She is 15 years old, a smaller chow 
mix and has several years left for a happy life.  Chows often live to at least 15 
years.  She is affectionate and great with people.  She was owned by a single 

man who died on Dec. 14.  Her friend, Josh, in the photo, is not taking his 
owner’s death well.  He will need lots of socialization.  Shy-Anne is spayed, 
current on all vac’s.  She is in good health.  Please open your hearts to Shy-

Anne.  She will need a quiet home.  You will be rewarded with her love for you.  

Shy-Anne

AGE: 5 years 11 months
SEX: Male/Neutered   

Border Collie/Australian Cattle Dog

AGE: 4 months  
SEX: M&F / Neutered/Spayed 
Domestic Short Hair/Mix

My name is Eyelet! I'm a 3mo 
old kitten and although I'm 
blind, I'm still very sweet and 
playful! I have a twin brother 
named Eyegore and I would 
benefit from finding a home 
that would take us both! He 
only has vision in one eye, but 
since that's still more than I 
have, he helps me out greatly.

Ranger >>

<< eyegore

<< eyelet

[                           ]UPDATE December 1, 2020  - Our shelter is open BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY - PLEASE CALL before coming to the 

shelter for any reason - 719-686-7707 Every Saturday 11am-4pm


