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What a tough year, but we made it through. A few more months and 
hopefully we will be done with this virus. I want to acknowledge the 
many who stuck through this and helped to make everything the best 
it could be together.

I want to acknowledge Rick who applied for a PPP loan that kept 
everyone employed through the shutdown.

I want to acknowledge my staff who dealt with the many changes 
that we had with the tour times and the thousands of radio calls asking 
how many people are in the visitor center due to limitations.

Of course, we are still doing all of this, but we crossed the year of 2020 
hell. At least now we have some hope and a promise of better things 
for our planet, animals and people like the Paris Climate Accords, 
the cancellation of the Keystone XL, and talks to strengthen laws on 
wildlife, marine mammals, farm animals, creating more jobs in solar 
and wind and so much more. That is exciting to know that hopefully we 
will see more protections for animals and our environment. So far we 
have seen changes being made that are positive. This is our one and 
only planet. It is time to protect her.

So, my opinion as an concerned citizen, if we can ramp up the vaccines, 
and continue to wear masks, we may just be able get back to the things 
that we miss so much and hopefully save the small businesses that are 
struggling and doing the things in life that we were meant to do.

This virus has taught me to love a little deeper and be grateful for the 
things I have. As soon as my category is ready, I will be in line so I can 
enjoy the things in life I feel that I have left behind. I will make my way 
back to Costa Rica to provide vet care for my dog friends that wait for 
me,

I want to ride my horse more, take my dogs hiking, hug my friends, 
and travel somewhere exotic with my love. For the wolves and wildlife, I 
want to fight even harder and help to change and create laws for better 
protections. I will never quit fighting for what I believe in.

Never let the Howl Go Silent…
     ~Darlene Kobobel, President & Founder of CWWC

A new partner! CWWC is happy to announce that  
we have partnered with

Hopefully, we can help to make some love connections!

2021 WILL be a better year.

If you have visited CWWC in the last 
two years, you have probably seen this 
guy wandering around. Kyro came to 
the center about two years ago when 
his mom, Erika, came to stay on sight. 
He has grown to be our four-legged 
greeter, and a pal for our office staff. 
Kyro turned 11 years old February 6th 
and he couldn't be happier with his 
position at CWWC.

Happy Birthday
Kyro!

Orenda is one of our wolves that 11 year old Nochum Zelenko wanted to share his artwork of.



In this post, Rocky Mountain Wolf Project volunteer and Steering 
Committee member Rhonda Dern gives us a behind-the-scenes 
look at an amazing effort to take the 2020 campaign for wolves 
to the streets. Faced with the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, 
Rhonda and her intrepid group of volunteers had to get creative 
to ensure that as many voters as possible saw the grassroots 
energy that served as the foundation of the campaign—and they 
succeeded beyond all expectations.

RMWP: So, Rhonda, how’d your grassroots work all come about?
Rhonda: Once the Secretary of State certified Prop 114 for the 

ballot, we got to work. A small group of us started meeting weekly 
to strategize how we could help wolves win in November 2020. Tara 

Russell, Debra Taylor, Karin Mahuna, Rose Pray, Darlene Kobobel 
and I knew we needed to reach out to as many Coloradans as 
possible.  We expected COVID-19 would probably rage throughout 
2020, so our work would require us to wear masks and maintain 
social distancing.

RMWP: What ideas rose to the top for you?
Rhonda: We came up with a plan to wave signs and banners 

at high visibility outdoor locations. To maximize our impact as 
close to the election as possible, we chose October as our target 
month. Many people would have heard about proposition 114 by 
then. We also decided that we would do a march in Denver in 
October as well.

RMWP: Sounds like you had a solid strategy. How did all the 
logistics come together?

Rhonda: First, we researched areas where we could reach the 
most people while maintaining a safe distance. After we’d decided 
on our primary banner display locations, it really came down to 
getting creative on a shoestring budget.

RMWP: Can you estimate how many people saw your signs and 
banners during the campaign?

Rhonda: A bunch! It’s a really hard thing to estimate, but we 
can use our I-70 overpass campaign as one gauge. According 
to the Colorado Department of Transportation, around 33,089 

to be continued on next page...
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cars go through the tunnel daily in October.  
We can assume that many of these vehicles 
have more than one occupant. Our shifts at the 
I-70 overpass ran from 3 to 5 pm on Fridays 
and Sundays during October, so it’s clear that 
thousands of people saw our signs each time 
we were out!!

RMWP: What was the public reaction to your 
signs and banners?

Rhonda: Most of the response was very 
positive, with folks honking and giving us the 
“thumbs-up” as they drove by. Of course, there 
were a few middle fingers thrown in there too, 
which was not so fun! Nonetheless, our not-
so-scientific analysis was always that, “We got 
more thumbs up today than fingers, right?” The 
answer was always “Howl Yes!”

RMWP: October is a pretty marginal month 
to be standing outside for hours at a time. You 
all must’ve been pretty cold by the end of your 
shifts.

Rhonda: We survived days of howling wind 
almost blowing us and our banners off the 
bridges, and we had some frozen fingers. We 
also had to be careful about how much liquid we 
consumed before and during our shifts, because 
usually there were no bathrooms nearby.

RMWP: How did the March for Wolves go?
Rhonda: Unfortunately, the pandemic forced 

us to alter our plans for the march significantly. 
Cancelling this uplifting event we’d planned with 
our friends Diana Tomback and Delia Malone 
bummed us out, but we are an intrepid bunch, 

so we came up with “Plan B” to save the day.
Darlene and Debra agreed to organize two 

mini (pandemic safe) marches, one near the 
Capitol and a march around City Park and the 
Zoo, both on October 4th, following the “Blessing 
of the Wolf “ ceremony at The Colorado Wolf 
and Wildlife Center.

Both mini marches were pandemic safe and 
fabulous!! A volunteer from the Colorado Wolf 
and Wildlife Center brought her wolf hybrid to 
march with us around City Park and the Zoo. It 
was heartwarming to see how folks reacted to 
this animal, and it provided an opportunity to 
talk about how wolves and wolf-hybrids don’t 
make great pets.

RMWP: You must be very proud of your 
intrepid band of wolf huggers!

Rhonda: We are all very proud! Our banner 
and sign waving was very successful. We 
even inspired Darlene at the Colorado Wolf 
and Wildlife Center to purchase a billboard in 
Colorado Springs; thousands of Coloradans 
drove by it daily during the last weeks of the 
campaign!

RMWP: Any final thoughts?
Rhonda: Volunteers will always find creative 

ways to get the word out. They absolutely are 
the heart and soul of every campaign.

Debra, Karin, Darlene, Tara, Rose and I would 
like to thank all the volunteers that waved signs, 
banners and marched with us, for the wolves!!!

Shadow Dancer is two years old and was born 1/13/19.  
Her owners adopted her from the breeder who bred their 4 
year old male.  They took Shadow Dancer  when she was 1 ½ 
years old, because they were afraid she would be put down.   
Shadow and the male are brother and sister from different 
litters.  They can no longer keep Shadow because they feel 
that her needs are more than they can handle, and they are 
neglecting their male.

Shadow’s brother is listed on a breeder certificate as 83% 
wolf. (See above)  However, there is no DNA test to confirm 
that percentage.  The owners believe that Shadow Dancer 
has the same content as her brother since she has the same 
parents.  Shadow is very shy and timid with humans.  She does 
not have any aggression towards humans, just extremely shy.     

The owners feel that Shadow Dancer would do well in a 
sanctuary setting where she would be able to run and play 

with animals of her own kind.  She will take food and treats from humans but otherwise she is 
very aloof and shy.  She does not like to be handled. She does wear a collar and can be leashed but 
she is not comfortable going for walks. Shadow  lives inside and outside in an 8 foot kennel.  She is 
currently in heat, and her brother is not neutered.  He appears to have had a change in personality 

that is disturbing to his owners.  It could be 
winter wolf syndrome since both animals 
are intact.  

If you are interested, please contact
Terri Knight
angelbaby_230@hotmail.com
(563) 521-7225
or Keith Knight
livn2fish1969@gmail.com

Shadow
  Dancer
the 2 year old female wolf dog in Clarence, Iowa



Wisconsin hunters and trappers killed nearly 
double the number of wolves that the state allotted 
for a weeklong season, and they did it so quickly 
that officials ended the hunt after less than three 
days, according to figures released Thursday.

Nontribal hunters and trappers registered 216 
wolves as of Thursday afternoon, blowing past 
the state’s kill target of 119. The state Department 
of Natural Resources estimated before the hunt 
that there were about 1,000 wolves in the state. Its 
population goal for the animal is 350.

The wolf season began Monday and was 
supposed to run through Sunday, but the DNR 
shut it down Wednesday afternoon as it became 
clear hunters would exceed the target. Hunters 
and trappers were given a 24-hour grace period, 
allowing them to remain in the field until Thursday 

afternoon. Hunters and trappers also 
exceeded their kill targets in the three 
previous wolf seasons but never by 
more than 10 animals.

“This is a deeply sad and shameful 
week for Wisconsin,” Megan Nicholson, 
director of the Wisconsin chapter of the 
Humane Society of the United States, 
said in a statement. “This week’s hunt 
proves that now, more than ever, 
gray wolves need federal protections 
restored to protect them from short-
sighted and lethal state management.”

DNR officials said nearly 90% of 
hunters used dogs to chase down 
wolves, and fresh snow on Monday 
and Tuesday aided in tracking. The 
state sold 1,547 permits, which equates 
to 13 hunters or trappers per wolf in the 
target number, the highest ratio of any 
wolf season so far.

DNR Wildlife Management Director 
Eric Lobner said during a news conference that the 
large number of hunters was difficult to manage 
but that staff were monitoring registrations hourly. 
Randy Johnson, the department’s carnivore 
biologist, said he was checking them every 15 
minutes.

At the end of the day Monday, only nine animals 
had been registered. Lobner said when checked at 
7 a.m. Tuesday, 48 animals were registered. The 
department announced the first management zone 
closures three hours later.

“It’s easy at this point in the game to say, yeah, 
maybe we should have closed it a little bit sooner,” 
Lobner said. “There were so many unknowns 
about how the season was going to play out. … 
How far we went over goal was not necessarily our 

objective.”
Kill totals could climb higher. The DNR initially 

set a kill target of 200 animals but the state’s 
Ojibwe tribes claimed the right to 81, according to 
treaty rights. It was unclear whether tribal hunters 
and trappers would take any wolves; the Ojibwe 
regard the wolf as sacred and oppose hunting it.

Dylan Jennings, a spokesman for the Great 
Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission, 
which administers Ojibwe hunting rights, said he 
didn’t have any estimates of how many wolves 
tribal hunters and trappers may have taken, but 
he said they hadn’t met their quota and could 
continue to hunt and trap. He didn’t immediately 
respond to a follow-up email inquiring about how 
many permits have been issued to tribal hunters 
and trappers.

Lobner said DNR officials aren’t worried that 
the wolf population overall has been harmed, 
calling Wisconsin wolves “very robust.” When 
department officials were planning the hunt, they 
decided that the population could sustain between 
200 and 220 deaths and remain stable. Assuming 
the Ojibwe kill no wolves, the department came 
close to hitting that mark, he said.

Wolf management has been one of the most 
contentious outdoors issues Wisconsin has 
grappled with in the last 20 years. Farmers and 
rural residents complain wolves attack livestock 
and pets and insist that hunting is the only way 
to control the apex predators. Conservationists 
counter that the population is still too fragile to 
support hunting and the animals are too beautiful 
to be killed.

Then-Gov. Scott Walker, a Republican, signed 
a law in 2012 that requires the DNR to hold an 
annual wolf season between November and 
February after the Obama administration removed 

the animals from the federal endangered species 
list. The DNR held a hunt that year and in 2013 
and 2014, and the state’s kill targets were exceeded 
in each of those years.

The DNR stopped holding hunts after a federal 
judge restored protections for wolves in late 2014. 
But the Trump administration removed them from 
the endangered species list in January, returning 
management rights to the state and triggering the 
mandatory season in Wisconsin.

The DNR had been preparing to hold the wolf 
hunting season in November, but Republican 
legislators demanded it start before the end of 
February, saying they were afraid President Joe 
Biden would place wolves back on the endangered 
species list before November. The Humane Society 
of the United States has filed a lawsuit seeking to 
re-list wolves.

The DNR initially refused to start the hunt in 
February, but hunter advocacy group Hunter 
Nation won a court order this month forcing an 
immediate start to the season.

Plans are still underway for a November season. 
Lobner and Johnson said the department will have 
to digest the data from the hunt that just ended 
before considering possible kill targets for that 
season.

Lawmakers in neighboring Minnesota have 
introduced dueling bills that would ban wolf 
hunting or establish a season to hunt the animals. 
Wildlife officials in Colorado are trying to develop 
a plan for reintroducing the animal after it was 
hunted, trapped and poisoned to extinction there 
decades ago. Animal advocates have been urging 
the state to move quickly on reintroduction, but 
state officials say they want to move slowly.

HUNTERS KILL 20% OF WISCONSIN'S WOLF POPULATION HUNTERS KILL 20% OF WISCONSIN'S WOLF POPULATION 
IN JUST 3 DAYS OF HUNTING SEASONIN JUST 3 DAYS OF HUNTING SEASON

This July 16, 2004, file photo, shows a gray wolf at the Wildlife 
Science Center in Forest Lake, Minn. Wisconsin wildlife officials 

opened an abbreviated wolf season Monday, Feb. 22, 2021, 
complying with a court order to start the hunt immediately rather 

than wait until November. The hunt will run through Sunday, Feb. 28 
across six management zones. Dawn Villella–AP

The Associated Press  |  By Todd Richmond  |  February 25, 2021



 Some wildlife advocates are urging 
Colorado officials to streamline planning 
for reintroducing the gray wolf, arguing the 
launch of an overly bureaucratic process will 
frustrate the intent of voters who approved 
reintroduction by the end of 2023.

But the Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
Commission, which must approve a plan, 
delivered a message Wednesday: Take it nice 
and slow.

It will take time to ensure that scientists 
and ranchers, wildlife activists and the rural 
Western Slope counties where wolves will be 
reintroduced all have a say on the divisive 
issue, commissioners agreed during a meeting 
on the topic.

To that end, they re-endorsed a proposal by 
CPW staff that calls for educational seminars 
on the wolf for commissioners themselves; 
recruiting scientists for a technical advisory 
panel; recruiting members of a “stakeholder 

advisory group” to represent advocacy 
groups and individuals; hiring a “facilitator” 
for that group; and studying how to hold 
public meetings on wolf management in far-
flung rural counties during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

CPW biologists have been working with 
their counterparts in Montana, Wyoming and 
Idaho, also home to wolf populations, as well 
as federal wildlife officials, to help craft the 
outlines of a reintroduction plan to be released 
sometime this year.

Presented by Reid DeWalt, a CPW assistant 
director, the path to introduction likely 
will run to the end of 2023. That timeline 
reflects continuing polarization over the 
reintroduction of the gray wolf on public lands 
which Colorado voters narrowly approved in 
a November ballot measure.

The predator was hunted, trapped and 
poisoned to extinction in Colorado decades 

ago. A handful of wolves have been sighted in 
recent years in northern Colorado, presumably 
from descendants of packs reintroduced in 
Yellowstone National Park in 1995.

Rural county commissions and agricultural, 
business and sportsmen’s groups opposed the 
initiative, citing a threat to livestock and to a 
$1 billion hunting industry based on elk, deer 
and moose that supports 25,000 jobs.

Dozens of wolf advocates warned the 
agency could miss the Dec. 31, 2023 deadline 
for the first wolf reintroduction, saying in a 
recent letter CPW had created “a perilously 
cumbersome process.”

“The planning process is overly complex 
and more expensive than necessary,” Norman 
Bishop, a National Park Service retiree who 
worked on the Yellowstone reintroduction, 
told the commission Wednesday. “You are 
inviting those with opposing microphones to 
repeat the campaign debate.”

“These advisory groups aren’t required by 
the ballot measure. Having scientists hold 
statewide public hearings is the way to do 
that,” Michael Robinson, senior conservation 
advocate at the Center for Biological Diversity, 
said in an interview. “Just say, ’Here’s what 
we’re going to do and why. Now comment on 
why we’re wrong or why we’re right.”

Others — including Dan Gibbs, the director 
of the Department of Natural Resources — 
suggested dusting off and updating a wolf 
management plan crafted by the state in 2004.

But elected officials from the Western Slope 
welcomed the commission’s caution, noting 
that only five of 22 counties in the region voted 
for the initiative.

“Please stay true to your vote and the 
will of the people and do not succumb to 
political pressure,” urged Garfield County 
Commissioner Mike Samson.

The Associated Press  |  by James Anderson  |  February 24, 2021The Associated Press  |  by James Anderson  |  February 24, 2021

Colorado should go nice Colorado should go nice 
and slow on gray wolf and slow on gray wolf 
reintroduction, panel saysreintroduction, panel says
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HELENA — A few weeks ago, Missoula residents Fred and 
Linda Lerch took their dogs for a hike up Black Cat Canyon near 
Frenchtown. Suddenly, the pleasant day took a bad turn as they 
ran into another couple still unnerved by a situation that occurred 
just minutes before.

The other couple’s dog had been caught in a trapper’s snare. 
They had tried frantically to get the dog loose while trying to 
dial 9-1-1 in an area where reception was spotty. They finally 
succeeded in freeing the dog, which fortunately survived, so 
they were taking him back home.

Forewarned, the Lerches continued to hike down a gated 
Forest Service road only to find two additional snares just off the 
road. Luckily, their dogs weren’t caught.

“There were no signs at the trailhead alerting us that traps 
were present,” Lerch said. “The locking mechanisms on snares 
would be hard to disengage if you were not familiar with them. 

It’s sure changed my hikes with Hank, for sure.”
Small snares are legal in Montana, although the ones the 

Lerches found were illegally set too close to the road. They’re 
supposed to be no closer than 100 feet.

But now, pet owners and wildlife advocates may have another 
concern if House Bill 224 passes, allowing trappers to set snares 
big enough for wolves. It could be especially problematic with so 
many newcomers moving into Montana who have no experience 
with traps.

Rep. Paul Fielder, R-Thompson Falls, presented his bill on 
Tuesday afternoon in the House Fish, Wildlife & Parks committee, 
saying snaring is needed to decrease the wolf population closer 
to the minimum set for wolf recovery, so Montana FWP could 
protect deer, elk, moose and livestock.

“Sustaining hunter opportunity for ungulates is also an 
objective of this House Bill 224,” Fielder said.

Fielder, himself a trapper, is also 
sponsoring HB 225 to extend the 
wolf hunting and trapping season 
by a month to further control 
wolves. He often points to Idaho as 
the example he wants Montana to 
follow.

Montana sportsmen can already 
kill up to five wolves each in a 
season, although only trappers are 
usually capable of killing that many 
wolves. But trappers want more 
opportunity, according to the five 
who testified in favor of the bill. 
Representatives for the Montana 
Woolgrowers and the Montana 
Farm Bureau Federation also spoke 
in favor

Matt Lumley of the Montana 
Trappers Association said snares 

are more effective than leghold traps and safer for the trapper 
because they’re light and easy to set. Others said trappers prefer 
snares in winter because they don’t have to regularly go in and 
clear away the snow and ice.

Lumley said it’s possible to set snares so they’re less likely to 
catch dogs, but trappers have to be taught how to do it.

“The wolves are a much greater danger than these snares,” 
Lumley said. “But just because you can use a device doesn’t 
mean you should. There is a responsibility factor.”

But the more than 30 people opposing the bill said the larger 
cables in larger loops higher off the ground to catch wolves 
aren’t safe for other wildlife or pets exploring public land. Not all 
trappers are responsible, and the time it can take for a wolf to die 
in a snare is anything but fair chase.

Dave Pauli of the Animal Welfare Institute has participated in two 
Citizens Trapping Advisory Committees, the purpose of which 
was to reduce conflict between trappers and recreationalists.

“I am against HB224 because it is a conflict-creation bill that 
would worsen relationships between user groups,” Pauli said. 
“We know more dogs and nontarget animals will be caught in 
these snares. Unlike other traps where hikers can hear their dogs 
yelp in pain, snares can quietly strangle the dog and allow no 
vocalization.”

One problem is snares don’t always catch animals in the perfect 
spot around their necks, leaving them to struggle. Plus wolves 
have strong neck muscles and reinforced tracheas so they often 
take longer to die. The Fur Institute of Canada says snares require 
8 minutes to strangle an animal if everything works just right.

Mountain lion hunters spoke against the bill because wolf 
snares could kill their hounds. Often, lion hunters are far away 
from their dogs watching with a GPS tracker, and they wouldn’t 
know a hound was in trouble until it was too late.

Fred de Lepper of Kalispell said game wardens are already 
spread thin, and more conflict resulting from snares would add 
to their workload.

These are just some of the reasons Montana FWP has not 
allowed wolf snares while other states have. Acknowledging 
Montana’s more reasonable management, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service cleared FWP to manage its wolf population 
before Idaho or Wyoming.

Montana Wildlife Federation spokesman Marcus Strange said 
such a decision should be left up to the FWP Commission. Putting 
it into law would mean FWP biologists couldn’t limit the use of 

Pet owners, wildlife advocates oppose MT 
bill legalizing strangulating wolf snares

Missoula Current  |  Laura Lundquist  |  February 3, 2021
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to be continued on next page...



snares if the wolf population started to suffer.
“Let’s call HB224 what it is – it’s a kill bill to 

kill more wolves. Because a lot of people don’t 
want wolves in Montana,” said Wolves of the 
Rockies spokesman Marc Cooke. “Region 1 
sportsmen are complaining that they have no 
elk, but they do have plenty of elk. It’s just that 
they’re on private land that (sportsmen) can’t 
get access to.”

One of Fielder’s arguments is wolves are 
killing the elk in Region 1. He said the only 
reason many districts in Montana have too 
many elk is because they don’t have wolves.

But no scientific study has shown that wolves 
are responsible for the elk numbers. Many 
things can cause elk to struggle from disease 

and other predators to too many people 
moving into their habitat and interrupting their 
migratory routes.

According to 2018 FWP survey numbers, 
only five of 19 hunting districts in Region 1 
were below population objective, which is a 
manmade number in the first place.

Mica Costerousse of Missoula County said 
Fielder’s claim about elk was unsupported.

“How can this bill or other wolf management 
bills be passed if there’s no scientific evidence 
to support claims that wolves are negatively 
affecting ungulate numbers?” Costerousse 
said.

If the bill passes, Stephen Capra of Footloose 
Montana is worried that trappers will start 
using power snares, spring-powered nooses 
that Wyoming banned as part of a package of 
trapping restrictions in November.

“This is a terrible bill – it should not move 
forward,” Capra said. “For most public lands, 
there is no law for my animal to be on a leash. 
When I have them running free, it’s the highlight 
of their week or day. I don’t want them to wind 
up in a snare.”

The committee took no action on the bill.

Photo By: Adobe Stock kcapaldo
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Two bills look to reduce wolf populationsTwo bills look to reduce wolf populations
If House Bills 224 and 225 pass, Montana will follow Idaho’s lead by If House Bills 224 and 225 pass, Montana will follow Idaho’s lead by 

extending the trapping season and allowing for the snaring of wolves.extending the trapping season and allowing for the snaring of wolves.

ParticiPants sPend two days Killing as Many aniMals 
as Possible at wildlife Killing contest in indiana

The Humane Society of the United 
States (HSUS) shared the results of an 
uncover investigation into a wildlife 
killing contest in Indiana. The local fire 
department held a weigh-in for animals 
killed in December 2020.

Participants spent two days killing 
as many animals as possible and then 
dragging them to the final event to be 
weighed. Winners were eligible for cash 
and prizes. The participants brought 
dead coyotes that were then weighed 

and counted. The winning team had killed 16 of 60 total coyotes in the event.
“Wildlife killing contests have no place in Indiana,” said Samantha Morton, Indiana state 

director for the Humane Society of the United States. “The pointless slaughter of coyotes, who 
are cousins to domestic dogs, is an embarrassment to our state. There’s no sportsmanship 
in this depraved pastime. We urge the Indiana Natural Resources Commission to follow the 
lead of other states and ban these cruel wildlife killing contests.”

One Green Planet  |  Eliza Erskine  |  February 18, 2021



Meet Some of Our Pack

Growing up on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
D.C., my exposure to wildlife went about as far 
as the occasional opossum in my backyard. 
My passion for animal conservation and 
advocacy actually arose from working at Save 

the Elephants in Samburu National Reserve, Kenya, in 2011 and 2012. In high 
school, I organized a fundraiser for them to raise awareness about elephants, 
the persecution they face for their ivory, and why they deserve our protection-
-not unlike what I do now for the wolves. I came out to Colorado to get my BA 
in Sociology with a minor in Music at Colorado College. Though my love for 
animals never subsided, my passion for music revealed itself and demanded 
some attention. At one point, though, those “Wolf Tours” billboards on Highway 
24 tugged on my heart just hard enough. 

“There is no more direct animal-to-animal communication than staring 
deeply into another’s eyes,” wrote Marc Bekoff, and I completely agree. Gazing 
into Keyni’s eyes in July 2019 changed my life, and made me want to come and 
work at CWWC. I had to put a pin in that desire while I worked towards my 
Masters in Musical Theatre Performance at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. 
And thanks to COVID I’m still working on that, but that pause has given me the 
chance to return to Colorado and these wolves. 

Elephants, like wolves, have so much to teach us, and I have done nothing 
but learn and grow in these past eight months at CWWC. Orenda has taught 
me how to communicate my needs and desires, no matter how silly they may 
be; Koda has shown me that trust is a gift and a responsibility that must be 
earned. These are two among many special ways these animals have touched 
my life, and I am proud to advocate for them, and even more humbled to call 
them friends. My hope is that no matter where life takes me, my passion and 
love for these animals continues to spread.

»»  Celia O’BrienCelia O’Brien»»  Celia O’BrienCelia O’Brien»»  Celia O’BrienCelia O’Brien
1.   The Fashion indusTry 

•  The fashion industry accounts for 10% of all our carbon emissions, producing “more carbon 
than international flights and maritime shipping combined.” 

•  Approximately 700 gallons of water and 1,800 gallons of water are required to produce one 
cotton t-shirt and one pair of jeans, respectively. Also, washing certain materials (like 
polyester) sends about 50 billion plastic bottles’ worth of plastic into the ocean per year. 

Tips for sustainable fashion practices: 
•  Most clothing you donate ends up overflowing in under-developed countries, which harms 

their local textile economies. Shop for new clothes less often, but when you do, invest in 
high-quality, sustainable materials. 

•  When an item is really, truly worn, try modifying, mending, or repurposing it; then, try 
selling it to a friend or via Facebook Marketplace; try a clothing swap--but donating should 
be the last resort.

•  Shop second-hand: local thrift shops as well as Thredup.com have tons of amazing, lightly-
used, affordable, stylish options! 

2.   PlasTic WasTe 
•  According to Business Insider, the equivalent of one garbage truck’s worth of plastic will 

be dumped into the ocean per minute by 2050. That means the oceans will contain more 
plastic than fish. 

•  Only about 14% of plastic packaging really gets recycled. 
Tips for plastic use: 

•  Reduce: Invest in more sustainable products: @thezerowasteguide and @reducewastenow 
on Instagram are great starting points for more tips. 

•  Reuse: Always reuse before you recycle, which requires water and labor. Reusing means 
repurposing an old baby food jar and turning it into a candle holder, turning a soup can or 
yogurt container into a plant holder, or a wine bottle into a vase. There are lots of fun ways 
to get creative with a simple Google search! 

•  Recycle: Make sure you are properly disposing of your materials and recycling all possible 
items according to your local recycling plant’s regulations. 

3.   agriculTure 
•  18% of the world’s climate change and up to 91% of the Amazon’s destruction are due to 

animal agriculture. This is more than all forms of transportation combined. Cows produce 
150 billion gallons of methane per day, which is 25-100 times more destructive than 
carbon dioxide. 

•  One pound of beef requires 2,400 gallons of water - the equivalent of approximately 6 
months’ worth of showering. 

Tips for agricultural impact: 
•  Consider modifying your diet slightly so that you reduce your meat consumption by just a 

few pounds per week, which could save thousands of gallons of water. 
•  For vegetarian-based recipe inspirations, a simple Google search (or Allrecipes, 

FoodNetwork, TasteOfHome, etc) will take you far! Luckily, you don’t have to give up your 
favorite flavors if you choose to reduce your meat intake.

By Celia O’Brien 

SuStainable ConSumeriSm  
& Creating leSS WaSte



Maggie the Mule is 
our “new”2014 UTV that 
Rick found on Craigslist. 
She needed a bit of 
polishing, (she lived 
on a old ranch), and a 
few things to take her 
from being a piece of 
coal to a diamond. Rick 
did a once over on her 
internal parts, gave her 
a roof, windshield and 
floor mats. She now has 
the capability to multi-
task. She can carry 
water and buckets of 

food, bones and hides to the animals, take out the trash and she seats 4  if needed. Living 
on a wolf ranch can be a lot of work, but Maggie will help make things a little easier.

While we are all coping with our new way 
of life, you can still stay up to date with the 
animals here at CWWC.  We are working to 
keep you involved in the work we are doing 
here, knowing how our animals are doing, and 
staying educated about wildlife news. 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel: 
ColoradoWolf&WildlifeCenter

We post bi-weekly videos of the training and 
enrichment we are providing for our animals. 
Our bi-weekly educational vlog about wolves–
Wolf Wisdom with Erika–talks about the wolf 
reintroduction of wolves in Colorado, and other 
hot topics.

Follow us on Facebook: 
Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center

Thursdays between 3-4pm we have a Ask a 
Keeper livestream where you can ask us all 
those questions you’ve been dying to know.  
Every Friday at 8pm we post a video of one of 

our keepers howling with the wolves for the 
Go Outside and Howl at 8 movement.  We also 
share current wildlife events and stories that 
are happening around the world to keep you 
informed.

Follow us on Instagram: 
cowolfcenter

We post pictures of our beautiful animals, share 
stories of what we are doing around the center, 
and keep you up to date on everything wolf and 
wildlife related.  Keep your eye on our story for 
fun videos of the day to day lives of our wolves 
and keepers.
We will also be doing monthly and possibly 
weekly giveaways and sales.  These will only be 
announced on our social media so make sure 
you follow us on every platform and turn on 
your notifications.

We hope to give you something to look 
forward to every day!

| SOCIAL  MEDIA  HAPPENINGS |

Meet Maggie!

This is Wolfie who is nearly two years old. She was 
born in December, 2018.  Wolfie is not spayed and is 
not up to date on her shots.  Her current owner rescued 
her from a person who kept her locked in a basement 
without any area to potty except her living space.  She 
was rarely fed.  It is believed she came from a breeder 
in Arkansas.  Her content is unknown.

Her current owner cannot provide her with the life she deserves. She has experienced some 
difficult economic times and cannot give Wolfie what she needs.  Wolfie has to stay inside 
most of the time and constantly paces at the windows.  She can easily jump the fence in the 
yard and does so multiple times a day.  She is often gone for 30 minutes or more.  Her owner 
is terrified she will get into trouble while she is at large.  Wolfie can be destructive when she is 
left alone inside.  She is a trash diver, a chewer and will chew shoes, furniture, etc. 

Wolfie is shy with new people, particularly males but once she warms up, she is very sweet 
and goofy.   She loves to play and does well with other dogs.  She lives with other big dogs 
and is great with them.  She also loves to ride in cars.

This pretty youngster needs an experienced owner with good containment.  She is a jumper 
so she will need a tall fence with leans ins.  She is just starting to dig but has not tried to dig 
out of her enclosure yet.  She will need some kind 
dig guard or reinforcement at the bottom of the fence 
since if she can’t jump out, she may try to dig out.

She is still a bit on the thin side from the neglect 
she experienced early in her life.  Her owner feels 
she needs a high protein raw diet but is not able to 
provide that for her due to finances. 

If you are able to help her, please contact the 
young woman who saved Wolfie and is trying very 
hard to keep her safe until she can find her place in 
this world:  
Brittany Vanderhoff  
Ph: 316-243-6250 
Email: brittvanderhoff@gmail.com

WolfieWolfie



TCRAS
Teller County Regional Animal Shelter

tcrascolorado.org · 719.686.7707

SLVAWS
San Luis Valley Animal Welfare Society

slvaws.org · 719.587.woof (9663)

SLVAWS 
ADOPTION FAIR 

Every Saturday 10am-4pm 
at the Petco in Colorado Springs 

5020 N. Nevada 

AGE: 5 years 2 months 
SEX: Male/Neutered   

Domestic Shorthair/Mix
 I'm Alfred the Majestic... or 

Alfie for short.I just love getting 
love, I mean what's better than 

getting ear scratches?!

This is Josh.  His older owner died.  
His best friend, a 15 year old chow, 
got a home.  He is sad.  He is a 
shepherd/husky mix, 6 years old, 
neutered, all vaccinations, ~60 lbs.
Gets along with other dogs.  Sweet 
guy.  Hasn’t been around children 
or cats.

AGE: 2 years 1 month  
SEX: Male/Neutered 
Border Collie/Mix

Hi! I'm Logan! I'm super smart and love 
to learn some new tricks! I'm a little new 
here to Colorado but already enjoying the 
snow quite a bit! It's a little cold though. I 
love my humans friends SO MUCH that I 
don't really like to be away from them, but 
I have so much love to give!

SWEET, SWEET, SWEET!!!!  
Upbeat, happy, loving 10-year-

old neglected German 
Shepherd.  Has 20% capacity in 
his hind quarters.  Excellent on 

blood work.  On meds. This is 
his photo when he first arrived 
at our shelter.  He didn’t know 

better days were ahead. 

Alfie >> << Josh

<< Logan Taylor >> 

[                           ]UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE:  - Our shelter is open BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY - PLEASE CALL before coming to the 

shelter for any reason - 719-686-7707 Every Saturday 10:30am-3:30pm


