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The Colorado Wolf 
and Wildlife Center

is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization certified by 
the Association of Zoos & 

Aquariums (AZA). Look for 
this logo whenever you 

visit a zoo or aquarium as 
your assurance that you 
are supporting a facility 
dedicated to providing 

excellent care for animals, 
a great experience for you, 

and a better future for all 
living things.

The contents of the material 
we include in our newsletter 
does not necessarily reflect 

the views of CWWC. We 
collect information from 
other organizations, the 
web, news feeds, and/or 

other sources. We choose 
articles that are in the 

related field of education 
and conservation.

CERTIFIED BY

TO SUBSCRIBE to our 
monthly newsletter, go to 

wolfeducation.org and sign 
up on the newsletter page.

CONTACT US
tours@wolfeducation.org 
PO Box 713 Divide, CO 

80814 719.687.9742

CWWC has decided to reopen on May 1st, 2020. I am sure that everyone can 
relate to how difficult this weird time in our lives is, so please be patient with us 
as we figure out the “new normal”. I have experienced many many things in my 
life, but I have never imagined living in a time like this.

I remember watching movies like War of The Worlds, The Last Days (about a 
mysterious epidemic), Outbreak, 12 Monkeys with Bruce Willis and so many more, 
but I  knew that they were just science fiction even though at times I would think 
to myself, “wow, I am glad that I am not experiencing that”.

It makes you wonder who thought of this scary nightmarish movie and now 
we are experiencing a little of it for real. Of course we are not to the extreme…
yet. I try and find something beautiful and positive in everything. I have to admit 
that this virus has been challenging to do that, but I have a few things such as 
my hands are super clean because I have washed them so much, being in an 
autopilot frame of mind that I re-wash them again when I think, “did I just wash 
my hands after I touched that bag?”. I actually have fingernails again since I wear 
gloves daily, I have spent more time with all of my animals, I have lost a few 
pounds because I don’t want to touch my mouth, I am learning to have survival 
instincts again, I have found things that bothered me before like raking pounds 
of pine needles after a long winter so not so bad. I have loved how the air, water 
and the planet started to heal with less people and to be grateful for life and love 
a little longer.

We are happy that we will be able to reopen, however it will be extremely 
limited people on tours, so please call early to reserve. You can go to our website,              
www.wolfeducation.org and read about the restrictions on our homepage. The 
animals will be excited to see you all. They sense that something is wrong and 
they want to get back to normal as well.

During this time off, we have been taking advantage of painting, staining, 
improving enclosures and more. Even with the shutdown, we still have to operate 
as the animals need cared for and so does the entire Center. As a founder, I 
have worked very hard to provide for the animals and save for a rainy day 
(not  dooms day), but our funds have been depleted and we appreciate not only 
welcoming our long time wolf followers, but visitors who have never experienced 
our awesome facility. We thank the people who has helped us through donations 
especially through this tough time. Unfortunately, we still need to make up for 
several thousand that was used to function and we appreciate any donations 
through our Pay Pal or directly. Thank you.

As they say, “We Will Get Through This Together”. I know that we can, but 
we all have to be mindful of what lurks like an invisible ghost that can do so 
much harm. Please do all that you can to help end the spread.

It would be interesting to hear from you all about how this virus has changed 
your life, photos of how you are coping and any words of wisdom. You can send 
then directly to me at darlene@wolfeducation.org and I will put them in our 
May newsletter. 

Stay safe and see you soon!

~Darlene K. 
Founder/CEO

THE COVID 19 AND REOPENING
While we are all coping with our new way of life, you can still stay up to date with the animals here 
at CWWC.  We are working to keep you involved in the work we are doing here, knowing how our 

animals are doing, and staying educated about wildlife news. 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel:       ColoradoWolf&WildlifeCenter
We post bi-weekly videos of the training and enrichment we are providing for our animals, as well 

as our bi-weekly educational vlog about wolves: Wolf Wisdom with Erika.

Follow us on Facebook:       Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center
Wednesdays at 1:30pm we do a livestream called Walking with Wolves where we take our wolves on 
walks around the property.  Thursdays at 1:30 pm we have a Ask a Keeper livestream where you can 
ask us all those questions you’ve been dying to know.  Every Friday at 8pm we post a video of one 
of our keepers howling with the wolves for the Go Outside and Howl at 8 movement.  We also share 

current wildlife events and stories that are happening around the world to keep you informed.

Follow us on Instagram:      cowolfcenter
We post pictures of our beautiful animals, share stories of what we are doing around the center, 
and keep you up to date on everything wolf and wildlife related.  Keep your eye on our story for 

fun videos of the day to day lives of our wolves and keepers.

We hope to give you something to look forward to every day!

SOCIAL MEDIA HAPPENINGS:SOCIAL MEDIA HAPPENINGS:

WOLF FANS MARK YOUR CALENDAR!WOLF FANS MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
On May 23rd

Be sure to go to YouTube and watch our big epic 
conservation episode. Coyote Peterson with BRAVE 

WILDERNESS was out and filmed a series of episodes. Don’t 
miss this one! You may see some wolves that you know.



By Kitty Block and Sara Amundson | A Humane World | April 9, 2020
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Wildlife markets and related trade are a dangerous vector for transmission of zoonotic diseases. We applaud this 
bipartisan congressional letter calling for aggressive action toward a global shut down of live wildlife markets 

and a ban on the international trade of live wildlife that is not intended for conservation purposes.

Consistent with the recommendations in Wildlife 
Markets and COVID-19, the Humane Society 
International report released earlier this week, and our 
own messaging on the pandemic, Senators Cory Booker 
(D-N.J.) and Lindsay Graham (R-S.C.), Representatives 
Mike Quigley (D-Ill.) and Michael McCaul (R-Texas) 
and more than sixty of their colleagues have sent an 
urgent letter seeking action from three major global 
health entities. In their communication to the Directors-
General of the World Health Organization, the World 
Organization for Animal Health and the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, they 
asked the three groups “to take aggressive action 
toward a global shut down of live wildlife markets and 
a ban on the international trade of live wildlife that is 
not intended for conservation purposes.” This is one of 
several calls by elected officials for worldwide action to 
reduce future pandemic risks.

Humane Society Legislative Fund staff members 
worked closely with Democratic and Republican 
congressional offices to develop the case laid out in the 
joint letter. Together with leadership on both sides of 

the aisle, we’re going to work to step up the pressure to 
shut these markets down.

In Wildlife Markets and COVID-19, our colleagues 
urged governments around the world at all levels to ban 
or severely limit all trade, transport and consumption 
of wildlife, immediately. The Humane Society of the 
United States, the Humane Society Legislative Fund 
and Humane Society International have long pointed to 
wildlife markets and related trade as a dangerous vector 
for transmission of zoonotic diseases. We’ve stated the 
case plainly ourselves. We must close wildlife markets 
selling wild animals, particularly mammals and birds, 
in every nation, and we must halt the import, export 
and internal transport of live wildlife or wildlife meat 
intended for sale in such markets or in other contexts, 
whether the animals were captured in the wild or 
farmed. It’s not just for the animals’ sake; it’s for our 
own.

Sara Amundson is president of the Humane Society 
Legislative Fund.

BIPARTISAN CONGRESSIONAL LETTER CALLS BIPARTISAN CONGRESSIONAL LETTER CALLS 
FOR END TO LIVE WILDLIFE MARKETSFOR END TO LIVE WILDLIFE MARKETS

MGs and Orenda split a carcass during 
their March 29th Enrichment Session



By Mahita Gajanan  |  Time  |  March 20, 2020 
Tiger King: Murder, Mayhem and Madness, Netflix’s latest true crime 

docuseries, dives into the wild world of big cat owners and enthusiasts 
in an exploration of one man’s path from attention-seeking zoo owner to 
convicted criminal.

Joseph Maldonado-Passage, better known as “Joe Exotic,” is the tiger 
breeder at the center of the series. A “gay, gun-toting cowboy with a mullet,” 
as he called himself, Joe Exotic operated a big cat zoo in Oklahoma for 
several years before he was sentenced to prison earlier this year for cooking 
up a murder-for-hire plot against his nemesis, Carole Baskin, who runs the 
Big Cat Rescue in Florida.

Over seven episodes, co-directors Eric Goode and Rebecca Chaiklin 
chart the course of Joe Exotic’s eccentric life and introduce viewers to other 
figures in the big cat world—in a story that involves polygamy, mysterious 

disappearances, heavy drug use, cult-like leaders and the exploitation of 
both humans and animals. Here’s the true story behind Tiger King.

Who is Joe Exotic?
Born Joseph Schreibvogel in 1963, Joe Exotic purchased a pet store in 

Texas in 1989 with his brother, Garold Wayne, inspired by their shared love 
of animals. After Garold died from injuries sustained in a car crash in 1997, 
Joe Exotic used the money from a settlement won by his family to buy a 
ranch in Wynnewood, Okla., and turn it into a zoo dedicated to his brother’s 
memory.

The Garold Wayne Exotic Animal Memorial Park, known as the G.W. 
Zoo, became populated by a growing number of exotic animals as Joe Exotic 
acquired tigers, lions, ligers and more. As the G.W. Zoo grew in popularity 
in the early 2000s, Joe Exotic became something of a local celebrity. To keep 
the zoo running, he continued to breed animals to keep up a constant supply 

of tiger cubs, and he took his exotic pets on tours, charging people for photo 
ops.

Because he bred tigers, Joe Exotic also became a target of animal rights 
activists, who accused him of animal abuse, among other concerns. His 
detractors included Carole Baskin, the owner of the Big Cat Rescue in Florida, 
who soon became the biggest thorn in Joe Exotic’s side. Although Baskin at 
first comes across in the series as a woman who simply loves animals and 
wants to do right by big cats, Tiger King reveals that there’s more in going 
on beneath the surface. The fight between the two eventually escalates and 
comes to take over both of their lives—up to and including a murder plot.

Who is Carole Baskin?
The founder and CEO of Big Cat Rescue, a non-profit sanctuary for 

exotic cats in Tampa, Baskin says in the series that her fascination with cats 
dates back to childhood. Her love for cats extends beyond caring for them 
in the sanctuary—in the episodes she appears in, Baskin frequently wears 
tiger or cheetah print clothes, and her home is completely decorated with 
figurines of exotic cats.

Baskin, who now runs the sanctuary alongside her doting husband, 
Howard, has a difficult past. She opened the facility in the 1990s with her 
then-husband Don Lewis, a millionaire who mysteriously disappeared in 
1997. Lewis’ daughters from a previous marriage, who appear in the series 
along with his first wife, have suggested Baskin killed their father and fed 
him to her tigers. Baskin, who has consistently denied the accusation, asserts 
that Lewis simply disappeared without explanation.

Unlike Joe Exotic and other big cat owners, Baskin does not breed exotic 
cats. Her mission for the Big Cat Rescue is to give the animals have a place 
to live out the rest of their lives in peace. Baskin, who takes up an anti-
animal-breeding stance and begins considering it abuse, criticizes Joe Exotic, 
sparking years of animosity that eventually bankrupts him and lands him in 
prison.

What was the basis of Joe Exotic and Carole Baskin’s mutual hatred?
The feud between Joe Exotic and Baskin came down to a couple of 

elements: Baskin wanted the G.W. Zoo to stop breeding exotic cats, and 
she went to great lengths in an attempt to put Joe Exotic out of business, 
including asking her broad online fanbase to send mass emails to venues 
where he took his animal tours, asking them to stop hosting his shows.

Joe Exotic, who viewed Baskin as a hypocrite for also making money off 
of exotic animals through her sanctuary, retaliated in pretty extreme ways. 
He started filming videos in which he read aloud copies of Baskin’s diary, 
which he’d acquired after one of her former employees stole it, and posted 
them online. He suggested that Baskin’s diary entries showed that she’d 
killed her former husband, and began a campaign to get her arrested for his 
death.

As he continued to post videos in which he harassed Baskin, Joe Exotic 
also changed the name of his zoo to the name of Baskin’s company in an 
effort to fool her fans. In 2011, Baskin sued Joe for trademark infringement 
in a $1 million lawsuit.

After this, Joe Exotic declared bankruptcy and turned over the ownership 
of G.W. Zoo to another big cat lover, Jeff Lowe, who also had a criminal 

The Wild Story Behind Netflix’s New Docuseries The Wild Story Behind Netflix’s New Docuseries 
Tiger King: Murder, Mayhem and MadnessTiger King: Murder, Mayhem and Madness
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background, including accusations of domestic 
violence. Although he no longer owned the zoo, Joe 
Exotic remained on the property and tried to spin his 
small amount of fame into political capital, running 
unsuccessful campaigns for president in 2015 and 
governor of Oklahoma in 2018.

What happened to Joe Exotic?
Joe Exotic’s life began to fall apart after 2015. His 

husband, Travis Maldonado, fatally shot himself in 
2017. As he dealt with grief and financial woes, Joe 
Exotic remained consumed by his hatred for Baskin. 
In 2017, he unsuccessfully attempted to have Baskin 
killed by paying an employee to complete the task; that 
employee ran off with the money. By this point, the 
FBI was looking into Joe Exotic for allegedly abusing 
animals at the zoo. Once federal agents found out he’d 
tried to have Baskin killed, they sent an undercover 
agent whom Joe Exotic tried to hire to carry out a 
second attempt on Baskin’s life.

Joe Exotic was found guilty on 21 counts in 2019, 
including for plotting to kill Baskin and for killing 
multiple tigers. In January 2020, he was sentenced 
to 22 years in prison and is currently being held at 
Grady County Jail in Oklahoma. He appears to believe 
Tiger King will vindicate him in some way, according 
to recent Facebook posts. On Friday, a post from his 
account read: “Now that the Netflix series is out, I can 
not watch it, but if you see … the people who set me up 
… please share this with a law firm that may help me 
get out of here.”

Baskin, who is still alive, continues to run the big cat 
sanctuary. In a statement posted to Big Cat Rescue’s 
website on March 22, Baskin slammed the series as 
“salacious and sensational” and disputed accusations 

about her involvement in Don Lewis’s disappearance.

“When the directors of the Netflix documentary Tiger 
King came to us five years ago they said they wanted to 
make the big cat version of Blackfish (the documentary 
that exposed abuse at SeaWorld) that would expose the 
misery caused by the rampant breeding of big cat cubs 
for cub petting exploitation and the awful life the cats 
lead in roadside zoos and back yards if they survive,” 
Baskin wrote.

The series did none of that, according to Baskin, and 
instead focused on the suggestion that she had a role in 
Lewis’s disappearance.

“The series presents this without any regard for the 
truth or in most cases even giving me an opportunity 
before publication to rebut the absurd claims,” she 
wrote. “They did not care about truth. The unsavory 
lies are better for getting viewers.”

Is it legal to own big cats in the U.S.?
The legality around the ownership of big cats is 

murky. While the Endangered Species Act bans the 
possession and purchase of any endangered species of 
wildlife, human involvement with captive-bred wildlife 
is not as well-regulated. At least six states, including 
Oklahoma, allow people to keep big cats as pets. And 
although 35 states ban having big cats as pets, each 
one has different exemptions and varying levels of 
regulation and enforcement. Roadside zoos, like the 
G.W. Zoo, are relatively common in the U.S., with at 
least a few hundred set up throughout the country. As 
Tiger King shows, once a person gets into the universe of 
big cat ownership, it becomes fairly easy to continue to 
buy, sell and breed them without catching the attention 
of law enforcement.
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TCRAS
Teller County Regional Animal Shelter

tcrascolorado.org · 719.686.7707

SLVAWS
San Luis Valley Animal Welfare Society

slvaws.org · 719.587.woof (9663)

SLVAWS 
ADOPTION FAIR 

Every Saturday 10am-4pm 
at the Petco in Colorado Springs 

5020 N. Nevada 

AGE: 1 1/2 year old  |  SEX: Male/Neutered 
Lab/Rottie/Mix

Wonderful with children and other dogs, 
but no cats.  Neutered, all vaccines, 

chipped.  So mellow!!!!

AGE: 1 1/2 year old  |  SEX: Male/Neutered  |  Great Pyrenees

Cotton needs a home. He loves to play with a female dog 
in the shelter dog parks.  He would be best in a home with 
older children as he is food aggressive.  Perhaps best as 

an only dog because of that.  Very affectionate, playful. 
Neutered, all vacc’s.  

Mr. T.J is still waiting for his new family to 
find him. T.J is a sweet boy who is learning 
new manners and tricks, with the help of 
our amazing friends and trainers from My 
Life Unleashed. He has been at the shelter 
for nearly 6 months. He loves to go on Doggy 
Days Out and is an amazing hiking buddy!

Please keep T.J in mind when a friend says 
they are looking for a new furry family 
member. Share his story with anyone who 
will listen!

Don’t worry, T.J, we know your family is out 
there!

Emma is a very loving and sweet 
older kitty, who is ready for her 

furever home.

She love to snuggle in your lap, 
and lay in a warm spot. She’s shy 
at first but after a little while she 
opens right up and begins to play. 

Come on by the shelter and see if 
the lovely lady is the right fit for 

your home.

QUENTIN >>

<< T.J.

Emma >>

<< COTTON

BY APPOINTMENT ONLYBY APPOINTMENT ONLY


