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The Colorado Wolf 
and Wildlife Center

is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization certified by 
the Association of Zoos & 

Aquariums (AZA). Look for 
this logo whenever you 

visit a zoo or aquarium as 
your assurance that you 
are supporting a facility 
dedicated to providing 

excellent care for animals, 
a great experience for you, 

and a better future for all 
living things.

The contents of the material 
we include in our newsletter 
does not necessarily reflect 

the views of CWWC. We 
collect information from 
other organizations, the 
web, news feeds, and/or 

other sources. We choose 
articles that are in the 

related field of education 
and conservation.

CERTIFIED BY

TO SUBSCRIBE to our 
monthly newsletter, go to 

wolfeducation.org and sign 
up on the newsletter page.

CONTACT US
tours@wolfeducation.org 
PO Box 713 Divide, CO 

80814 719.687.9742

CWWC reopened on May 1st, 2020. I am sure that 
everyone can relate to how difficult this weird time in 
our lives is, so please be patient with us as we figure 
out the “new normal”. I have experienced many many 
things in my life, but I have never imagined living in a 
time like this. I remember watching movies like War 
of The Worlds, The Last Days (about a mysterious 
epidemic), Outbreak, 12 Monkeys with Bruce Willis 
and so many more, but I  knew that they were just 
science fiction even though at times I would think to 
myself, “wow, I am glad that I am not experiencing 
that”. It makes you wonder who thought of this scary 
nightmarish movie and now we are experiencing a little 
of it for real. Of course, we are not to the extreme… and 
hopefully never. I try and find something beautiful and 
positive in everything.

I have to admit that this virus has been challenging to do 
that. For someone who works on a ranch, cuts up meat 
and chicken without gloves, works with roadkill deer 
without conscionably thinking and putting my hands 
next to my mouth to push away my hair, I muck horses 
and whatever else a ranch has to offer, hug guests and 
friends who visit, and literally touch a million objects 
without a second thought and that has all changed for 
the most part.  Out in the field is the same and I am free 
to work without gloves and a mask, but as soon as I 
come in or need supplies, I enter my new lifestyle.

Now, out of all of these years, I have to change the way 
I do things. My hands are super clean because I have 
washed them so much and being in an autopilot frame 
of mind, I have to question myself to double check “did 
I just wash my hands after I touched that bag, door 
handle or light switch?” Did I give myself at least 6’ 
away from a person who was talking to me today?

If there are any good things from this, I actually have 
fingernails again since I wear gloves daily, I have spent 
more time with all of my animals, I have lost a few 
pounds because I don’t want to touch my mouth, I am 
learning to have survival instincts again, I have found 
things that bothered me before like raking pounds of 
pine needles after a long winter is not so bad. I have 
loved how the air, water and the planet started to heal 

with less people and to be grateful for life and love a 
little longer.

We are happy that we have reopened, however it 
is extremely limited to only 10 people per tour time. 
The normal would be 35 persons and turning away 
at least that many again for each tour time. So please 
call early to reserve. You can go to our website,  www.
wolfeducation.org and read about the restrictions on 
our homepage.

The animals will be excited to see you all! They sense 
that something is wrong and they want to get back to 
normal as well.

During this time off, we have been taking advantage 
of painting, staining, improving enclosures and more. 
Even with the shutdown, we still have to operate as the 
animals need cared for and so does the entire Center. 
As a founder, I have worked very hard to provide for 
the animals and save for a rainy day (not  dooms day), 
but our funds have been depleted and we appreciate 
not only welcoming our long-time wolf followers, but 
visitors who have never experienced our awesome 
facility.

We thank the people who has helped us through donations 
especially through this tough time. Unfortunately, 
we still need to make up for several thousand just to 
be above water and to function. We appreciate any 
donations through our Pay Pal or directly. Thank you 
very much. As they say, “We Will Get Through This 
Together”. I know that we can, but we all have to be 
mindful of what lurks like an invisible ghost that can do 
so much harm. Please do all that you can to help end 
the spread, so please read our restrictions.

It would be interesting to hear from you all about how 
this virus has changed your life, photos of how you are 
coping and any words of wisdom. You can send then 
directly to me at darlene@wolfeducation.org and I will 
put them in our June newsletter. Stay safe and see you 
soon! 

~Darlene K. Founder/CEO

THE COVID 19 & REOPENING
TO SUBSCRIBE to our monthly 

newsletter, go to wolfeducation.org 
and sign up on the newsletter page.

CONTACT US 719.687.9742 
PO Box 713 Divide, CO 80814 

tours@wolfeducation.org

HOWL at 8
Friday nights we do a Livestream on our Friday nights we do a Livestream on our 

Facebook page to join in on the Howl at 8 with Facebook page to join in on the Howl at 8 with 
the wolves. We invite the community to join in on the wolves. We invite the community to join in on 
this howl in support of bringing wolves back to this howl in support of bringing wolves back to 
Colorado and hearing that howl in their natural Colorado and hearing that howl in their natural 
environment! environment! 

Like our Facebook page Like our Facebook page 
so you can be notified when so you can be notified when 
we go live and stay up to we go live and stay up to 
date with things going on date with things going on 
at the center.at the center.

Lazy DaysLazy Daysat the Center
at the Center



^ Erika is very dedicated to compacting trash

Cody, who is Cody, who is 
Darlene’s horse, Darlene’s horse, 

is enjoying a is enjoying a 
beautiful Colorado beautiful Colorado 

morning.morning.

Recycling is an impoRtant paRt of What We do
 in ouR case, a little moRe intense.

Kekoa and Kira get to take a strollKekoa and Kira get to take a stroll

While we are all coping with our new way of life, 
you can still stay up to date with the animals here 
at CWWC.  We are working to keep you involved 
in the work we are doing here, knowing how our 
animals are doing, and staying educated about 
wildlife news. 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel: 
ColoradoWolf&WildlifeCenter

We post bi-weekly videos of the training and 
enrichment we are providing for our animals. 
Our bi-weekly educational vlog about wolves–
Wolf Wisdom with Erika–talks about the wolf 
reintroduction of wolves in Colorado, and other 
hot topics.

Follow us on Facebook: 
Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center

Thursdays between 3-4pm we have a Ask a 
Keeper livestream where you can ask us all 
those questions you’ve been dying to know.  
Every Friday at 8pm we post a video of one of 

our keepers howling with the wolves for the 
Go Outside and Howl at 8 movement.  We also 
share current wildlife events and stories that 
are happening around the world to keep you 
informed.

Follow us on Instagram: 
cowolfcenter

We post pictures of our beautiful animals, share 
stories of what we are doing around the center, 
and keep you up to date on everything wolf and 
wildlife related.  Keep your eye on our story for 
fun videos of the day to day lives of our wolves 
and keepers.
We will also be doing monthly and possibly 
weekly giveaways and sales.  These will only be 
announced on our social media so make sure 
you follow us on every platform and turn on 
your notifications.

We hope to give you something to look 
forward to every day!

| SOCIAL  MEDIA  HAPPENINGS |



SILVER CITY, NM — A pack 
of endangered Mexican gray 
wolves has been eliminated in the 
Gila National Forest through a 
combination of private trapping 
and federal shooting on behalf of 
the livestock industry.

Conservationists learned today 
that the Prieto pack’s nine-year-old 
alpha female died in federal custody 
on April 25 and that a yearling 
has fled dozens of miles from his 
natal range. These events follow 
the federal shooting in March of 
the alpha male and a pup, and the 
trapping, maiming and/or deaths of 
seven other pack members during 
2018 and 2019.

“This latest incident is the cruel 
final blow to the Prieto pack, which 
struggled for two years to survive 
the Fish and Wildlife Service and 
avowed wolf-haters in the livestock 
industry,” said Michael Robinson at 
the Center for Biological Diversity. 
“We’ll do everything in our power 
to end the policy of looking the 
other way on so-called ‘accidental 
trapping’ of wolves. It’s crucial 
to stop the federal government’s 
sickening program of wolf trapping 
and shooting.”

The alpha female was caught 
in a privately set trap on April 24. 
When notified of this, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service decided 
to take the wolf into captivity 
because the pack was deplored by 
local ranchers, even though she 
showed no significant injuries and 
no removal order was issued for 
her. The wolf died the next day 
of apparent capture myopathy, a 
stress response in which the body 

overheats.
The alpha female was the 

granddaughter of one of the first 
wolves released in 1998, who also 
died of capture myopathy after 
federal capture in 2005.

A male and a female wolf of 
the Prieto Pack were trapped in 
December 2018, resulting in the 
death of the female and causing the 
male to lose a leg and his freedom.

Following those losses, the 
pack began preying on livestock. 
In February 2019 another pack 
member was found dead, and 
in March 2019 the government 
trapped and removed two more; 
one was later released and is now a 
lone wolf in the wild.

In November two more wolves 
were trapped by private parties. One 
wolf was taken into federal custody, 
and the other was seen dragging a 
trap on its paw. This wolf was later 

seen with the trap gone but part of 
its paw missing, and has not been 
located in recent months. And in 
March federal agents shot the alpha 
male and a pup.

“The government is supposed 
to be recovering these endangered 
animals but is far too cavalier 
with their lives,” said Robinson. 
“Though the feds claim they’re 
looking at the population as a whole, 
this recurring mismanagement is 
precisely why the Mexican wolf is 
in worse genetic shape now than 
when reintroduction began more 
than two decades ago.”

The Fish and Wildlife Service 
currently has an open comment 
period through June 15, to 
determine the scope of issues to 
be considered in the course of a 
court-ordered revision in its 2015 
Mexican wolf management rule 
that must conclude next May.

New Mexico Wolf Pack Destroyed After 
Alpha Female Killed, Yearling Flees

By Michael Robinson | Center for Biological Diversity | May 20, 2020

Prieto Pack litter from 2016. Photo courtesy of USFWS.Resident ladies man, Kekoa, participated in a meet & greet for our Mother’s Day 
Event.  This is the first time in 8 years that Kekoa has met a group of people 

outside of his enclosure.  He has been going on weekly walks with our founder 
and a couple of our volunteers.  He loves to meet people inside his enclosure, so 
we thought we would offer him the opportunity to meet people outside.  He was 

calm, cool, and collected; and did and excellent job greeting guests.  He even 
had his dog copilot/girlfriend, Keara, to cheer him on.  Nice work Kekoa!

Kekoa’s First Meet & GreetKekoa’s First Meet & Greet



The North Carolina Zoo is giving 
you five more reasons to visit the 
park when they reopen their gates.

On April 21, the zoo celebrated 
the birth of five critically-endangered 
American red wolf pups, three males 
and two females, the park shared 
Thursday.

“The pups and their mother are 
all healthy and doing well,” the zoo 
reported.

The adorable animals were born 
to mom Piglet and dad Jewell, both 

first-time parents to a litter.
There are only 15-20 red 

wolves in the wild, only in North 
Carolina, making the species the 
most endangered canid in the 
world, the zoo explained in their 
announcement.

With the addition of the five pups, 
the zoo’s red wolf breeding program 
now has 25 wolves, the second-
largest pack in the United States.

“Congratulations to the North 
Carolina Zoo for playing an essential 
part toward helping this critically 
endangered species recover,” Susi 
H. Hamilton, secretary of the N.C. 
Dept. of Natural and Cultural 
Resources, said. “It’s yet another 
example of the Zoo doing amazing 
work to conserve wildlife and wild 
places.”

All five of the tiny pups were 
named after plants found in North 
Carolina.

The three boys received the 
names Oak after Appalachian Oak, 
Cedar after Red Cedar and Sage 
after Azure Sage.

The girls were named Lily after 
the state’s wildflower, Carolina Lily, 
and Aster after Piedmont Aster.

The zoo is keeping the pups in 
a “quiet, non-public viewing area” 
where they have “minimal contact 

with staff and keepers.”
“This allows their mother to raise 

the pups with the least amount of 
stress in a natural habitat,” the zoo 
explained.

The North Carolina Zoo has 
been part of the American Red 
Wolf Recovery since 1994, breeding 
eleven pups over the past three years 
and 34 wolves total since beginning 
the program.

Across the U.S, there are 
approximately 240 red wolves in 
breeding programs.

North Carolina Zoo Celebrates Birth of North Carolina Zoo Celebrates Birth of 
Five Critically-Endangered Red Wolf PupsFive Critically-Endangered Red Wolf Pups

By Georgia Slater  |  People.com  |  May 8, 2020

There are only 15-20 red wolves in the wild, only in North Carolina, making 
the species the most endangered canid in the world, the zoo said
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DENVER — A coalition 
of leading wildlife protection 
organizations is applauding the 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
Commission for their vote today 
to ban wildlife killing contests for 
furbearer and certain small game 
species in the state. Colorado is 
now the sixth state in the country 
to ban these cruel events.

The proposal, advanced by 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
staff and approved today by the 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

Commission, prohibits killing 
contests that target species 
including mink, pine marten, 
badger, red fox, gray fox, swift 
fox, striped skunk, western 
spotted skunk, beaver, muskrat, 
long-tailed weasel, short-tailed 
weasel, coyote, bobcat, opossum, 
ring-tailed cat, raccoon, as well 
as Wyoming ground squirrel. 
Species also include white-tailed, 
black-tailed and Gunnison’s 
prairie dogs.

©© victor / Adobe Stock

Colorado Becomes Sixth U.S. State 
To Outlaw Cruel & Unsporting 

Wildlife Killing Contests

Press Release  |  NCEWKC  |  May 4, 2020

Parks and Wildlife Commission votes to end competitive killing 
of coyotes, foxes, prairie dogs and other species for prizes

The National Coalition to End 
Wildlife Killing Contests
(“Coalition”) is a growing 
alliance of national and state 
organizations working to 
permanently abolish contests 
that promote the killing 
of bobcats, coyotes, foxes, 
mountain lions, wolves, and 
other species for cash and 
prizes in wildlife killing contests, 
derbies, and tournaments in the 
United States.

For more information, visit
https://tinyurl.com/NCEWKCinfo



TCRAS
Teller County Regional Animal Shelter

tcrascolorado.org · 719.686.7707

SLVAWS
San Luis Valley Animal Welfare Society

slvaws.org · 719.587.woof (9663)

SLVAWS 
ADOPTION FAIR 

Every Saturday 10am-4pm 
at the Petco in Colorado Springs 

5020 N. Nevada 

AGE: 3 1/2 years old  |  SEX: Male/Neutered  

Please take rottie/mastiff Charlie Brown hiking. 
He listens quite well.  This small town stray 
would love to be in your home.  When we let 

him out of the dog park at the end of the day, he 
obediently goes straight to his indoor overnight 

kennel and jumps in.  ~80 pounds, all vac’s.  
Male dogs are not his favorite.  

AGE: ~5 years old  |  SEX: Male/Neutered  

This heeler came in as round as a barrel.  
Aragon loves to play fetch with Jack at our 
shelter and is shedding some of those pounds.  
He weighs about 50 lbs, all vac’s.  Ultimately 
he will weigh 30-35 lbs!!!!!  He’s a love.

Ned is an inside cat. Lived with 
children and a dog. His favorite toys 
and activities is cuddling & playing 
with strings. He will need a home 
where he can have a “safe and 
slow” introduction.

Please call to schedule a visit with 
this handsome cat.

This beautiful lady is very shy and needs 
lots of time to warm up to you. Once she 

does you’ll be her best friend for life.

We recommend a home without children, 
because they can be very scary to her.

She’ll need a quiet home, lots of love, and 
time for her to become comfortable. If you 

think our Lady B is the right fit for your 
home, call ahead to make an appointment 

to meet her!

Charlie Brown >>
<< T.J.

Bella (lady b) >>
<< Aragon

Because 
of COVID-19 we are currently 

not doing adoptions at N. Nevada Petco;  
however, our shelter near San Luis, CO, is open 

every day by appointment. 
Please call 719-587-WOOF (9663) if you are 

interested giving a dog a home.  We are 
COVID-19 free at the shelter.

UPDATE  April 2020 - Our shelter is still open for adoptions, but 
we are asking that you call ahead and make an appointment 

before coming in to the shelter - 719.686.7707. Thank you![                            ]


